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T O communicate  more  univerfally  the 
moft  effectual  means  of  treating  the  pu- 
trid, malignant,  ulcerated  Sore  Throat,  ' 
has  the  following  Effay  been  written.  It 
is  not  confidered  as  a complete,  but  in- 
tended rather  as  a ufeful  performance.  At 
fome  future  period  the  whole  may  undergo 
a revifion  the  arrangement  of  the  mate- 
rials being  then  re-examined,  it  may,  per- 
haps, appear  with  greater  advantages. 
The  caufes  which  give  origin  to  putrid 
epidemic  difeafes  may  be  more  minutely 
and  elaborately  invefligated  ; the  dodtrines 
of  morbid  changes  in  the  atmofpheric  air 
inducing  deleterious  effedls  in  the  human 
fluids  more  fatisfadlorily  explained  by  a 
variety  of  experiments  on  aerial  fluids  ; 
and  a more  extenfive  application  of  the 
newefl  refearches  and  demonftrations  in 
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anatomy,  phyfiology,  pathology,  and  the- 
rapeutics. 

The  prefent  work  commences  with  a 
remarkable  cure  of  the  malignant,  ulce- 
rated Sore  Throat,  and  fome  Ihort  view 
of  its  caufes  and  effects,  theoretical  and 
pradtical  : for  though  curing  difeafes  is 
the  greateft  teft  of  medical  abilities,  yet 
found  reafoning  on  fuccefsful  treatment 
gives  fatisfadtion  to  every  confcientious 
and  regular  practitioner.  Rational  prac- 
tice is  the  very  foul  of  the  art ; empi- 
* 

ricifm,  frequently,  the  unfettled  wander- 
ings of  fuperftition,  infatuation,  uncer- 
tainty, and  error. 

After  the  recital  of  the  cafe,  fome  ob- 
fervations  are  introduced  on  the  moft  ce- 
lebrated  writers  of  this  fatal  diforder : 
their  comparative  merits  and  defedts  are 
freely,  and,  it  is  hoped,  candidly  difculfed. 
The  caufes  of  the  diforder  proving  fatal 
are  reduced  to  fourteen  propofitions,  in 
which  no  difrefpedt  is  intended  to  the 
learned  writers  produced,  who,  no  doubt, 
have  much  contributed  to  the  prefent  im- 
proved modes  of  cure.  Other  authors 
may  hereafter  appear,  who  may  take  the 
? fame 
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fame  liberties  with  the  prefent  little  work, 
and  extend  the  utility  of  the  doCtrines, 
or  introduce  new  inventions  more  fervice- 
able  to  fociety  : on  either  occafion  I {hall 
fincerely  rejoice,  and  be  ready,  on  convic- 
tion* to  relinquifh  any  of  the  prefent 
opinions^  in  favor  of  more  falutary  me- 
thods of  treatment. 

The  third  part  contains  the  mod  im- 
proved plans  of  curing  the  malignant, 
ulcerated  Sore  Throat,  under  the  heads  of 
didinguilhing  fymptoms,  caufes,  prog- 
noses according  to  its  judicious  or  erro- 


neous treatment,  and,  laftly,  the  cure; 
The  whole  is  interfperfed  with  practical 
obfervations,  the  relult  of  long  expe- 
rience, extenfive  practice*  and  reiterated 
reflection* 

Afterward  is  delivered  a fhort  view  of  a 
new  fpecies  of  temporary  madnefs. 

The  learned  medical  reader  will,  per- 
haps, difeover  feveral  original  reflections ; 
and  it  may  be  thought,  that  an  apology 
is  expedient  for  prefum ing  to  differ  fo 
materially  with  many  other  phyfleians, 
particularly  on  the  European  Continent. 
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The  liberty  of  objecting  to  many  former 
medical  do&rines  is  founded  on  a convic- 
tion that  they  were  erroneous  in  principle, 
and  unfuecefsful  in  pradice.  The  veracity 
of  this  affertion  is  well  known,  and  will 
fcarce  be  denied  by  unprejudiced  phyli- 
cians  ; yet  attempts  to  abolifh  the  old,  and 
communicate  new  principles  in  the  healing 
art,  often  excite  fuch  jealoufies  and  violent 
oppofitiorr,  that  ferenity  of  life  is  preferred 

by  feveral  to  literary  or  medical  warfare.  . 

The  common  confequence  of  public 
innovations  in  the  art  is  private  diflike 
amongft  fome  members  of  the  profeflion  5 . 

yet  by  the  peaceable  indolence  of  feveral 
excellent  pra&tioners,  or  a difmclination 
to  publifh  obfervations,  through  fear  of 
illiberal  cenfure,  many  ufeful  difcoveries 
are  often  buried  with  their  ingenious  in- 
ventors. 

If  fuch  timid  confiderations  had  actuated 
all  phyiicians  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates 
to  the  prefent  moment,  the  ancient  chime- 
rical delufions,  which  had  reigned  for  near 
two  thoufand  years,  would  ftill  have  been 
retained  ; numerous  ufeful  improvements, 
effentially  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  ol 
j health. 
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health,  or  removal  of  difeafes,  would  have 
never  appeared.  The  mod;  important  dif- 
coveries,  that  have  elevated  the  medical  art 
to  its  prefent  refpe&ability,  have  frequently 
been  introduced  amidfl  the  fury  of  party 
and  hidings  of  envy*.  Every  profeflional 
man,  therefore,  who  has  penetration  to 
deteCt,  and  courage  to  expofe  error,  or  in- 
trude new  doctrines,  however  meritorious, 
has  no  more  right  to  expeCt  confidence  or 
candor,  until  time  eftablifhes  the  truth, 
than  his  predeceffors.  If  calumny,  de- 
traction, mifinterpretation,  and  falfehood, 
excited  by  envy,  rapidly  fly  with  eagle’s 
wings ; truth  follows  with  the  tardy  and 
cautious  fleps  of  experienced  old  age.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  lamented,  that  what- 
ever obflrudts  the  progrefs  of  beneficial 
improvements  in  medicine,  operates  againfl 
the  principles  of  humanity,  and  confe- 
quently  becomes  injurious  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  acquifition  of  a mafter’s  degree, 
Jlne  gratia , in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 

* As  the  circulation  cf  the  blood,  mercury,  anti- 
mony, bark,  inoculation,  See.  See. 
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and  an  admiflion  into  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficians  in  London,  both  which  I 
enjoy,  are  not  conhdered,  in  this  coun- 
try, di  Reputable  appendages  of  a regular 
phytician  ; for  the  former  is  not  obtain- 
ed without  many  years  perfonal  atten- 
dance and  Rudies,  as  ftudent,  bachelor  of 
arts.  &c.,  according  to  the  ftatutes  of  that 
learned  feminary  ; nor  the  latter  without 
the  Rritleft  Latin  examinations  on  ana- 
tomy and  phyfiology,  pathology,  and  the- 
rapeutics. TRefe  diRin£lions,  however 
refpedtable,  are  not  a fufficient  apology 
for  deviating  from  the  common  paths  of 
medical  pra&ice  ; the  cautious,  inquifitive, 
and  difcerning,  may  require  more  fub- 
flantial  reafons  : thefe  neceflarily  include 
fome  of  the  Ai.  or’s  medical  purfuits. 

Men,  educated  and  confined  to  a certain 
fpot,  are  frequently  fuppofed  to  con  trail 
narrow  prepofieflions  of  a local  nature  : 
they  are  apt  to  imagine  the  knowledge  of 
v one  place,  or  feminary,  the  criterion  or 
ftandard  for  all  others  ; therefore  I deter- 
mined, after  receiving  the  moft  regular 
education  in  furgery,  &c,,  this  great  city, 
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its  hofpitals,  and  ledures,  could  furnifh, 
to  obferve  the  difference  of  difeafes,  gun- 
fhot  wounds,  .&c  , &c.,  in  hot  climates* 
with  their  various  and  neceffary  modes  of 
treatment.  / 

Being  in  His  Majefty’s  fervice,  from  the 
year  1760  to  1764,  in  the  war  againft 
France  and  Spain,  the  objects  I moft  de- 
fired  .were  anfwered  ; for  I had  opportu- 
nities of  feeing  at  Rellifle,  Barbadoes, 
Guadaloupe,  Martinico,  Havannah,  Ja- 
maica, &c.,  not  only  the  difference  of  diff 
eafes  compared  with  European,  but  the 
French,  Spanifh,  and  Englifh  modes  of 
their  treatment. 

The  principles  and  practice  of  the  great 
Boerhaave,  whofe  memory  muff  always  be 
revered  by  liberal  phyficia*'  ' !•  were,  at  the 
period  I began  my  ffudies,  (1756)  in  the 
higheff  eftimation.  Educated  in  the  Boer- 
haavian  fchool  and  tenets,  which  feemed 
compiled  to  conciliate  the  friendfhip  and 
unanimity  of  all  the  contending  parties  of 
the  preceding  medical  feds,  it  muff  be  con- 
feffed  I was  delighted  with  the  plaufibility 
of  the  art  fo  rationally  illuminated,  when 
compared  to  the  obfcuritv,  darknefs,  or 
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myftery,  of  the  Galenic,  chemical,  and 
other  vifionary  fedts,  that  had  previoufly 
pervaded  every  medical  department. 

The  warm  attachment  to  my  favorite 
author  was  foon  fhaken  ; for  the  moft  ex* 
cellent  Boerhaavian  dodtrines,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  thofe  of  Hoffman  and  Stahl, 
were  quite  inadequate  to  the  cure  of  trans- 
atlantic putrid  difeafes,  whofe  rapidity  and 
fatality  by  no  means  admitted  of  the  calm 
and  placid  attendance  on  the  termination 
of  acute  difeafes,  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
text of  a phyfician  being  the  mere  minijief 
natural  for  by  thefe  dodtrines  thoufands 
perifhed  amongft  the  French  and  Spanifh, 
and  not  a few  under  the  guidance  of  Eng- 
lifh  medicine,  attached  to  the  dodtrines  of 
the  great  Boerhaave.  Thefe  fadts  gave  rife 
to  fufpedting  the  ipfe  dixit  of  the  learned 
profeffor,  and  more  fuccefsful  methods  of 
treatment  were  difcovered,  and  happily 
adopted,  by  every  pradtitioner  open  to  truth 
and  convidtion. 

After  returning  from  the  war,  I attend- 
ed diligently  the  pradtice  of  St.  Thomas’s 
in  particular,  and  occafionally  the  other 
London  hofpitals,  anatomical  ledtures,  dif- 
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fe&ions,  midwifery,  &c.,  but  wifhing  to 
receive  every  information  relative  to  the 
art,  I vifited  Leyden  and  Paris,  and  ob- 
ferved  the  practice  of  V Hotel  Dieu , la  Cha- 
rge, r Hotel  des  Invalids , &c.,  and  was  an 
auditor  to  all  the  public  le&ures  on  ana- 
tomy, furgery,  midwifery,  botany,  che- 
miftry,  &c.,  in  that  famous  city. 

On  my  return  from  thefe  fpeculative 
and  pra&ical  ftudies  in  the  year  1766,  I 
fixed  my  refidence  in  this  great  city,  fuff 
in  furgery  and  midwifery,  and  afterwards, 
in  1773,  folely  as  a phyfician,  having  ob- 
tained my  firft  medical  degree  from  amini- 
verfity  in  Scotland. 

From  the  moment  I entered  into  prac- 
tice, being  determined  to  render  what  me- 
dical knowledge  I poffefled  ufeful  to  fb- 
ciety,  I permitted  numerous  indigent  per- 
fons  to  partake  of  my  fervices,  which 
pra&ice  I have  continued,  except  when 
attending  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  or 
making  foreign  excurfions,  for  a period  of 
near  twenty-two  years.  The  advantages 
of  experience  from  thefe  fources  have  been 
confiderable. 

At 


Ml 


INTRODUCT 


O N. 


At  different  periods,  however,  in  the 
fummer  feafon  I have  repeatedly  vifited 
the  principal  hofpitals  and  universities  in 
France , Italy , Germany , Flanders , and  Hol- 
land, to  colledt  the  neweft  difcoveries,  and 
to  compare  the  different  methods  of  treat- 
ing all  difeafes,  in  order  to  feledt  the  moll 
ufeful. 

Thus  has  a period  of  above  thirty  years 
been  dedicated  to  the  medical  art,-  not  as 
an  idle  fpedtator,  but  in  the  moll  adtive 
fcenes  ; whether  the  judgement  of  the 
Author  has  been  equal  to  thefe  extenffve 
advantages,  future  publications,  of  a more 
elaborate  nature,  and,  perhaps,  future  ages 
may  beff  determine. 

Some  learned  men  affedt  to  defpife  the 
knowledge  and  pradtice  of  all  the  feparate 
branches  in  medicine,  'and  think  it  fuffi- 
cient  to  comprehend  one  department  : in 
my  opinion,  all  the  parts  of  the  healing 
art  are  fo  clofely  connedted,  that,  for  the 
welfare  of  fociety,  they  all  Should  be  well 
understood,  unlefs  it  could  be  proved  that 
the  fewer  ideas  a man  poSfefles,  fo  much 
the  more  capable  he  is  of  reafoning  and 
judging  on  abftrufe,  complicated,  and  ex- 
tenffve 
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tenfive  fubje&s.  The  knowledge  and  be-* 
nevolence  of  a phyfician  Ihould  be  equally 
univerfal. 

t * f ~ . 

It  is  not  from  any  often  tatio'n  that  thefe 
circumftances  are  mentioned ; but  to  de- 
monftrate  that  the  adopting  deviations 
from  the  common  modes  of  practice,  in 
the  prefent  or  other  difeafes,  has  not  arifen 
from  any  fudden  caprice.  Whether  thefe 
opportunities  have  anfwered  the  intentions 
of  improving  the  healing  art,  is  fubmitted 
to  the  determination  of  the  candid  and 
learned  in  the  profeflion. 

Another  powerful  reafon  for  mentioning 
the  circumftances  that  have  given  rife  to  a 
rejection  of  fome  exceptionable  medical 
practices  is,  the  probability  of  this  efl'ay 
being  perufed  in  different  parts  of  the 
world  ; therefore  it  became  neceflary  to 
inform  foreigners  that  it  was  not  the  per- 
formance of  youth  nor  inexperience.  If 
thefe  fafts  induce  unprejudiced  and  impar- 
tial phylicians  to  make  trial  of  the  doc- 
trines the  efl'ay  contains,  the  intentions  of 
the  Author  will  be  amply  gratified,  which 
are  to  render  improved  medicine  univer- 
fally  beneficial.  Phylicians  fhould  be  ci- 
tizens 
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tizens  of  the  world  : they  fhould  be  ten- 
der  of  the  reputation  of  one  another  ; and 
they  {hould  warmly  endeavour  to  diffufe 
the  bleffings  of  the  art  through  the  whole 
habitable  globe, 

If  thefe  reafons  of  an  individual  were 
confidered  infufficient  for  quitting  the 
common  beaten  track  of  medicine,  there 
are  others  dill  more  cogent. 

Within  thefe  lad  thirty  years  a fpirit 
of  inquiry  has  proved  the  principal  doc- 
trines of  many  celebrated  modern  authors 
fallacious  ; a multitude  of  difcoveries  in 
anatomy,  phyfiology,  pathology,  practical 
medicine,  chemidry,  pneumatics,  &c., 
have  laid  the  foundation  for  a thorough  re- 
vifion  and  reformation  of  the  whole  art  of 
medicine.  Thofe  who  have  reaped  the 
greated  benefit  from  the  new  philofophy 
and  medical  improvements  will  be  bed  ena- 
bled to  judge  of  the  truth  of  thefe  afler- 
tions  : thofe  who  have  mod;  negledted 
them,  on  fuppof  ng  the  art  fufficiently  per- 
fect, are  unlikely  to  avail  themfelves  of 
any  difcoveries,  however  important. 

The  late  . and  prefent  fatality  of  the 
diforder  urged  the  necdlity  of  the  per- 
formance ; 
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formance  ; the  motives  are  general  utility  : 
it  is  therefore  hoped  the  remarks  will  be 
perufed  with  liberality,  and  received  with 
candor. 

The  cafe  is  recited,  to  ftrongly  inculcate 
the  neceffity  of  never  deferting  a defperate 
difeafe;  the  rationale  is  given,  to  promote  a 
liberal  fpirit  of  inquiry  into  the  phyfical 
caufes  of  evident  effects  ; the  improved 
treatment  of  the  ulcerated  Sore  Throat  is 
fubjoined,  from  a thorough  conviction  of 
its  neceffity. 

It  muft  be  con fe fled,  I felt  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  reluctance  on  introducing  the  faCts 
relative  to  the  long  experience,  which 
may  give  fome  fanCtion  to  the  free  ani- 
madverfions  on  many  common  opinions  ; 
but  a confcientious  difeharge  of  the  me- 
dical duties  I owe  mankind,  impelled 
me  rather  to  incur  cenlure,  than  not  be- 
come ufeful,  by  enforcing,  with  all  the 
energy  and  reafons  in  my  power,  fome  of 
the  falutary  principles  I had  to  offer  on  the 
prefent  fubjeCt. 
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This  little  Effay  having  been  written  and  printed  amidft  the 
•hurry  of  extenfive  town  pra&ice,  the  Author  could  not,  on  ac- 
count of  his  other  avocations,  always  attend  the  prefs  : if, 
therefore,  any  other  inaccuracies  fhould  be  difeovered,  the  can- 
did reader,  it  his  hoped,  will  correct  them. 
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INTEMPERATE  heat,  and  fuperabundant 
moifture,  not  only  in  England,  and  other  parts 
of  Europe,  but  likevvife  in  all  hot  climates, 
are  commonly  productive  of  difeafes  that  have 
a putrid  tendency. 

In  Europe,  however,  unlefs  in  the  warmeft 
regions,  the  malignant,  contagious,  or  putrid 
affeCtions,  are  neither  fo  common,  rapid  in 
their  progrefs,  nor  fo  generally  fatal,  as  in 
the  climates  of  Alia,  Africa,  and  fouthem 
diltriCts  of  America. 
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A REMARKABLE  CURE  OF  A 


The  principal  caufes  in  hot  climates  are  : 

1.  Infectious  and  putrefactive  particles  float- 
ing in  atmofpheric  air,  raifed  and  directed  by 
the  wind  from  one  country  to  another,  or  ex- 
haled by  the  heat  of  the  fun. 

2.  Animal  or  vegetable  putrefaction,  either 
from  previous  extraordinary  drought,  drying  up 
the  water  in  lakes,  rivers,  ponds,  or  marfhes, 
leaving  a mud  contaminated  with  the  efrfu- 
via  of  dead  fifh,  reptiles.  See.,  or  filth  from 
vegetable  putrefaCtion.  The  component  par- 
ticles of  air  from  thefe  bodies  are  now  better 
underflood  than  formerly,  and  of  courfe  the 
difeafes  they  produce. 

3.  Heavy  and  continual  rains,  by  which  mil- 
lions of  infeCts,  reptiles,  See.,  leaves  of  trees, 
plants,  Sec.,  are- deftroyed,  lying  in  heaps  on 
the  earth,  and  rendered  putrid  by  heat. 

4.  Vegetable  and  animal  putrefaClion,  rifing 
in  exhalations  from  the  land,  or  in  vapors  from 
flagnated  waters,  marfhes,  &c.,  or  contagious 
mephitic  air,  arifing  from  mines,  or  exfuding 
through  the  earth,  Sec.,  Sec.,  are  all  capable 
of  producing  very  deleterious  effeCls  to  the  hu- 
man fpecies. 

The  rainy  feafons  are  always  moft  dreaded 
in  the  hot  regions,  particularly  in  Africa,  the 
Weft  Indies,  Sec.  ; for  long  experience  has 
* • 3 proved 
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proved  their  fatality,  independent  of  medical  - 
obfervations  *. 

In  the  temperate  countries  of  Europe,  though 
malignant  infections  are  lefs  frequent  or  dange- 
rous in  the  rainy  feafons  of  Augufl  and  Sep- 
tember, &c.,  yet  few  years  pafs  without  many 
inftances  of  diforders  that  have  a putrid  ten- 
dency, as  fluxes,  putrid  fore  throats  and  fe- 
vers, &c.  &c.,  particularly  in  armies. 

To  afcertain  the  differences  of  years  with 
regard  to  falubrity,  or  difeafes,  it  is  neceflary  to 
keep  a regifter  of  weather,  winds,  warmth  or 
coldnefs,  moifture  or  flccity  of  the  feafons, 
and  their  effeCts  on  human  bodies. 

By  reiterated  obfervations  of  this  nature,  a 
phyfician  may  be  enabled  to  forefee  and  avert 
the  confequences  of  certain  ftates  of  the  air, 
climate,  or  feafons,  and  fecure  mankind  from 
many  evils,  to  which  otherwife  they  are  fre- 
quently liable. 


* Thofe  who  with  to  comprehend  more  than  the  limits  of 
the  prefent  fhort  publication  can  admit,  may  confult  a little 
trcatife  I wrote  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  and  navy  ferving  in 
hot  climates,  which  was  prefented  to  His  prefent  Majefty  in 
1775,  at  the  commencement  of  the  American  war.  This 
little  book  was  written  from  a journal  1 kept  of  the  hiftory  o^ 
malignant  ajrd  other  difeafes  of  hot  climates,  when  I had  the 
honour  to  be  in  His  Majefty’s  fervice  in  1761,  1762,  and 
1763,  in  the  Well-India  iflands,  America,  at  the  Havannah, 
lie.  &c. 
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The  precepts  on  this  fubjedt  are  contained  in 
a new  treatifeon  diet,  falubrious  and  infalubri- 
ous  air,  which  will  be  Shortly  publifhed. 

For  above  twenty  years  I have  collected  and 
preferved  observations  on  the  prevailing  dif- 
eafes,  and  their  evident  caufes  in  this  great 
city,  and  have  endeavoured  to  inveftigatte  their 
various  and  more  obfcure  origin. 

The  conflant  admiflion  of  feldom  lefs  than 
two  hundred  patients,  or  more,  weekly,  has 
afforded  the  moft  ample  advantages  of  ascer- 
taining not  only  the  force  and  power  of  dil- 
cafes,  but  likewife,  in  many  inftances,  their 
predifpofing,  adtual  caufes.  The  numerous  op- 
portunities of  opening  dead  bodies,  and  exami- 
ning morbid  appearances,  have  furnifhed  a va- 
riety of  irrefutable  fadts*. 

The  Summer  of  1787  w'as  remarkable  for 
heavy  and  continual  rains  before  the  ufual  fea- 
fon  ; the  air  in  and  about' London  was  conta- 
minated vdth  the  exhalations  of  animal  and  ve- 
getable putrefaction  ; and  the  common  difor- 

* For  near  twenty  years  1 have  feiaed,  whenever  I could 
obtain  permiffion,  every  curious  or  obfcure  cafe  that  offered, 
and  have,  by  this  means,  explored  the  real  caufes  of  moft 
difeafes,  with  their  various  effefts  : thefe  have  been  compared 
with  thofe  of  Bonctus,  Morgagni,  Sauvages,  Lieuiaud,  Hal- 
ler, &c.,  and,  from  the  aggregate  colle&ion,  a foundation 
for  rational  pra&ice  has  been  principally  formed. 
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ders  had  a greater  tendency  to  a putrefactive 
ftate  than  ufual. 

The  fmall  pox,  fcarlet  fever,  malignant  pu- 
trid fore  throat,  proved,  in  many  inftances, 
very  dangerous,  or  fatal.  At  the  village  of 
Kentifh  Town,  and  other  places  contiguous  to 
London,  the  fmall  pox  has  ravaged  with  un- 
common fatality,  and  malignant,  ulcerated  fore 
throats  continued,  even  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, to  be  very  deftruCtive  ; with  purple 
petechia , and  all  the  fymptoms  of  exalted  pu- 
tridity. 

In  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  very 
malignant  fevers  have  appeared.  From  dif- 
ferent countries  informations  have  been  re- 

* % • 

ceived  that  feveral  have  died,  in  little  more  than 
forty-eight  hours,  of  putrid,  contagious  dif- 
tempers. 

Amongft  the  trading  and  inferior  ranks  of 
people,  who  refide  in  London  during  fummer, 
numerous  have  been  the  inftances  of  putrid 

fore  throats  arid  low  nervous  fevers  of  the  re- 

* / 

mitting  kind,  which,  in  general,  have  yielded 
to  the  adminiftration  of  antifeptic  laxatives, 
bark,  aromatics,  the  vitriolic  acids,  and  anti- 
putrefeent  proper  regimen. 

One  patient,  amongft  thefe,  was  a young  man, 
covered  with  purple  fpots  all  over  his  body, 
who  voided  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bloody 
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urine,  with  all  the  concomitant  fymptoms  of 
the  blood  approaching  to  a putrefcent  diflolu- 
tion.  This  cafe  was  fuccefsfully  treated  by  the 
bark  and  vitriolic  acid,  given  very  frequently 
in  large  doles,  conjunftly  with  a dry,  but  not 
animal,  diet. 

From  a comparative  view  of  the  difeafes  of 
this  lad:  fummer  and  autumn  with  many  prece- 
ding years,  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  rains 
commenced  much  fooner  and  continued  longer. 
The  putrid  vapors  or  exhalations  from  the  con- 
taminated waters,  the  deftrudtion  of  infe£ts? 
reptiles,  and  vegetables,  fpread  their  baneful 
influence  much  beyond  the  ufual  period  in 
which  diforders  of  the  putrid  clafs  mod:  pre- 
dominate, attended  with  forne  circumftances  of 
malignity  not  fo  common  in  England  as  in  the 
hotter  climates. 

The  cafe  annexed  is  a remarkable  inftance  : 

i 

for  though  I have  formerly  attended  the  mod: 
dangerous,  bilious,  yellow,  and  other  putrid 
fevers  of  the  contagious  kind  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, I have  not  feen  any  patient,  with  fo  many 
fatal  fymptoms,  ever  recover. 

Mr.  K***,  aged  twenty-fix  years,  of  a ro- 

\ ' 

bud:  habit  of  body,  was  attacked  with  febrile 
fymp.toms,  for  which  he  was  advifed  to  drink, 
jpuftard  whey. 

On 

♦ . 
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On  Saturday,  the  ifl  of  December,  1787, 
Mr.  in  Albemarle  Street,  a perfon  on 

whom  I had  formerly  effected  a very  extraordi- 
nary cure,  requefted  my  attendance  on  Mr. 
K***,  whofe  fymptoms  appeared  as  follows, 
in  little  more  than  forty-eight  hours : 

1.  In  every  part  on  the  furface  of  the  body 
were  broad,  purple,  livid  blotches,  either 
lpreading  to  one  another,  or  in  their  interflices 
innumerable  purple  or  livid-coloured  petechia, 
known  by  the  name  of  purples. 

ij.  On  the  middle  of  the  right  leg,  imme- 
diately on  the  tibia,  was  a part  mortified,  ex- 
tremely offenfive  to  the  fmell,  accompanied 
with  a famous  difcharge,  common  to  fphace- 
latcd  parts,  and  it  feemed  to  fpread  rapidly. 

hi.  In  the  arms,  legs,  and  all  the  mufcular 
parts,  were  excruciating  acute  pains,  which 
were  greatly  augmented  on  any  voluntary  muf- 
cular actions.  The  legs  and  thighs  were,  like- 
wile,  tumefied  and  emphyfematous, 

iv.  The  eyes  had  a glaring  appearance, 
pupils  feemed  dilated,  and  the  veffels  of  the 
conjun&ive  membrane  were  all  in  a ftate  of 
diftention  ; and  a darkifh  red  blood  had  been 
forced  into  numerous  veflels,  which,  in  a 
healthful  flate,  conveyed  limpid  ferum. 
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v.  The  fauces,  uvula,  and  the  pofterior  part 
of  the  palate  and  mouth,  had  a dark  fed,  or  livid 

...  % * l i . . . 

appearance. 

On  each  fide  of  the  internal  part  of  the 
throat,  near  the  tonfil  glands,  the  parts  were 
putrid,  and  in  a Hate  of  adtual  mortification; 
furrounded  with  fpecks  and  fmall  Houghs  of 
a very  putrid  appearance. 

vi.  The  breath  fmelt  intolerably  putrid ; in- 
deed, fo  extremely  offenfive,  that  I ordered 
the  door  and 'window  of  the  room  to  be  open- 
ed, to  admit  fome  frelh  air,  and  vinegar  to  be 
poured  on  live  coals,  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
bear  the  noxious  exhalations. 

x • 

vii.  The  tongue  was  covered  with  a dark 
brown  mucus;  the  teeth  and  their  interfaces 
had  a livid  appearance,  from  a fimijar  matter 
adhering  to  different  parts. 

vm.  The  pulfe  beat  a hundred  and  forty 
flrokes  in  a minute,  not  ftrong,  but  feeble. 
The  pulle'was  depreffed,  though  very  rapid; 
„ this '‘is  a charadteriftic  fign  of  the  moll  dan- 
^ "gerous,  malignant,  putrid  difeafes.  ‘ - 1 

ix.  The  refpiration  was  quick,  and  the  air 
emitted  highly  putrid  and  hot. 

x.  The  mind  of  the  patient  feemed  in  a 
Hate  bordering  on  torpidity,  not  the  leaft  fuf- 
picious,  nor  apprehenfive  of  the  immediate 
and  furrounding  dangers. 

xi.  There 
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xi.  There  was  naufea  in  the  ftomach. 

xn.  A conftipation  had  remained  for  Come 
days. 

In  a diforder,  fo  replete  with  danger,  ac- 
companied with  fuch  a variety  of  alarming 
lymptoms,  a clear  conception  of  caufes,  juft 
reafoning  on  effefts,  fpirited  conclufions,  and  a 
rapid  execution  of  whatever  ftiould  be  deter- 
mined, became  abfolutc^neceflary  : how  thefe 
were  conducted,  the  cure  will  clearly  illuf- 
trate. 

As  the  rational  principles  of  practice,  how- 
ever, fhould  precede  every  regular  method  of 
curing  difeafes,  thefe  are  firft  introduced. 

i.  From  the  putrid  acrimony  exciting  a 
very  increafed  aeftion  in  the  arterial  fyflem, 
the  texture  of  the  blood  was  nearly  deftroyed, 
approaching  to  a ftate  of  diflblution.  This 
contaminated  putrid-tending  blood  was  forced 
into  the  minuteft  arteries  of  the  cutis  by  the 
increafed  arterial  fyftem. 

The  arteries,  which  exhale  naturally  a fine 
pellucid  ferum,  fufFered  the  putrefeent  blood  to 
pafs  towards  the  external  pores  of  the  fkin, 
through  rapid  force  and  changed  ftate  of  the 
fluids : from  hence  purple  or  livid  fpots  on 
the  furface  of  the  whole  body. 

In  very  hot  climates,  I have  fometimes, 
• though 
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though  rarely,  obferved  the  diflolved  blood  to 
tranfpire  through  the  external  pores  : in  colder 
regions,  and  in  England,  the  preffure  and 
eoldnefs  of  the  external  air  may  prevent  fuch 
fymptoms. 

ii.  From  the  fame  fources,  and  an  increafed 
depofition  of  the  depraved  fluids,  the  mortifica- 
tion on  the  leg.  In  the  extremities  gangrenous 
appearances  are  more  common  than  in  the  parts 
near  the  heart ; the  circulation  is  more  likely 
to  be  languid,  impeded,  and  even  to  ceafe, 
which  conftitutes  the  Jphacelus , or  deftrudtion 
of  circulation,  and  fenfibility  in  parts  mor* 
tified. 

The  external  treatment  of  the  leg  was  com- 
mitted to  the  direction  of  Mr.  Humpage,  of 
Harley  Street,  Member  of  the  Corporation  of 
Surgeons  in  London,  who  fcarified  the  part  fe- 
parating,  and  applied  fpirituous  applications 
and  oleum  terebinthina  to  the  fphacelation,  in 
' order  to  promote  a feparation,  corredt,  or  pre- 
vent'the  putridity  from  fpreading. 

Some  very  ingenious  furgeons,  whofe  merit 
is  juftly  held  in  high  efteem,  have  lately  pro- 
duced new  dodtrincs  on  mortifications.  Opium 
has  been  recommended,  in  confiderable  dofes, 
as  a very-  efficacious  remedy,  both  externally 
and  internally.  As  far  as  1 have  been  able  to 
comprehend  the  declared  rationale  of  fuch  a 
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prepofterous  practice,  I am  greatly  deceived  if 
they  do  not  miftake  the  effect  for  the  caufe  of 
the  mortification,  and  they  apply  remedies  to 
check  the  arterial  adtion,  or  increafed  ftimulus, 
when  the  circulation  of  the  blood  has  entirely 
ceafed,  and  confequently  there  can  neither  be 
irritation,  ftimulus,  nor  any  vital  adtion  to  re~ 
lira  in. 

There  is  every  reafon  to  aflert,  if,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  opium,  according  to  the  prevail- 
ing fafhion,  had  been  preferibed  for  the  mor- 
tified appearance,  by  diminilhing  the  nervous 
powers,  and  arterial  adtion,  death  muft  have 
been  the  inevitable  confequence.  This  fub- 
jedt,  however,  is  more  particularly  examined 
in  another  treatife. 

hi.  The  acute  excruciating  pains  in  the 
mufcles,  appeared  to  arife  from  the  putrid 
tendency  and  irritating  power  of  the  vitiated 
fluids,  not  only  circulating  in  the  arterial 
and  venal  fyflem  of  mufcular  parts,  but  like- 
wife  pervading  the  cellular  fubflance  of  the  tela 
cellulofa  in  the  interftices  of  the  mufcles,  and 
even  fub~divifions,  however  minute,  of  the 
mufcular  fibres.  From  the  putrid  ftate  of  the 
fluids,  and  partly  of  fome  of  the  folids,  per- 
haps the  combining  principle,  or  air,  began  to 
be  extricated,  and  the  emphyfematous  fwel- 

lings 
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lings  of  the  legs  and  thighs  feemed  to  favor 
fuch  an  opinion. 

iv.  The  appearance  in  the  eyes  indicated  a 
determination,  or  augmented  flow,  of  blood  to 
the  head,  with  fome  retardation,  or  obftrudted 
circulation  in  the  venal  fyftem hence  the  tur- 
gency  of  veflels. 

The  dark  appearance  in  the  veflels  of  the 
ponjun&ive  membrane,  and  the  tranfmiflion  of 
the  difl'olving  blood  into  the  molt  minute  vaf- 
cular  fyftem,  gave  the  ftrongeft  and  unequivo- 
cal demonftrations  of  the  high  putrefeent  ftate 
of  the  fluids,  and  their  power  of  increafing  the 
adtion  of  the  arteries. 

v.  The  moll  dreadful  putrid  ravages  being 
in  the  throat,  fauces,  uvula,  palate,  &c.,  with 
the  gangrenous  and  other  putrid  fymptoms, 
ulcers,  &c.,  gave  reafon  for  concluding,  that 
the  difeafe,  ab  origine , was  caufed  by  putrid 
mi-afmata  in  the  air,  flmilar,  but  more  noxious, 
than  thole  producing  the  common  malignant, 
ulcerated  fore  throat.  In  fhort,  the  diforder 
was  received  by  breathing  in  putrid  air. 

vi.  The  putridity  of  the  breath  was  eaffly 
accounted  for.  The  air  pafled  and  repafl'ed  in 
infpiration  and  expiration,  not  without  convey- 
ing and  reconveying  fome  of  the  putrid  effluvia 
exhaling  from  the  fphacelated  and  ulcerated 
parts  about  the  throat,  tonfils,  8cc.  The  lungs 

conftantly 
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conftantly  received  frefli  malignant  putrefadtive 
air  in  relpiration,  and  contaminated  the  blood  : 
this  probably  caufed  the  augmentation  of  all 
the  putrid  fymptoms. 

vii.  The  putrid  appearances  on  the  furface 
of  the  tongue,  gums,  and  interfaces  of  the 
teeth,  were  in  a great  meafure  owing  to  the 
putrid  exhalations  from  the  lungs,  ulcerated 
parts,  diminifhed  fecretion  of  the  faliva,  or  the 
mucal  gland’s  pouring  forth-  a putrefoent,  dif- 
coloured  mucus  from  the  degenerated  blood, 
brought  by  the  arteries  for  the  fecretion  of 
that  lubricating  fluid. 

viii.  The  rapidity  of  the  pulfe,  and  its 
feeblenefs,  were  owing  to  two  caufes : the 
putrid  tendency  of  the  blood  irritating  the 
heart  and  arteries,  and  the  laxity  of  particles 
compofing  the  blood,  inducing  a laxity  in  the 
mufcular  fibres,  and  hence  a general  debility. 

The  putrefactive  flate  of  the  fluids  irritates 
the  nervous  fyftem  of  the  heart,  and  caufe  in- 
creafed,  though  weaker,  adtion  in  the  moving 
mufcular  and  arterial  powers. 

Augmented  heat,  putridity,  and  attrition,  foon 
weaken  the  mufcular  fibres.  No  difeafes  pro*- 
cluce  fo  fudden  a diminution  of  flrength  as  pu- 
trid, nor  none  fo  quick  pulfations  in  the  arte- 
ries : this  all  the  putrid  difeafes  of  hot  cli- 
mates moft  decidedly  demonflrate. 
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Putrefadtive  difeafes,  therefore,  are  accom- 
panied with  great  weaknefs,  increafed  heat  and 
irritability,  and  quicker,  though  feebler,  pul- 
fations  in  the  arteries. 

ix.  The  quickened  refpiration  appeared  to 
arife  from  the  lungs,  diaphragm,  and  muf- 
cles  deftined  to  the  office  of  refpiration,  be- 
ing irritated  by  the  degenerated,  acrimonious, 
and  putrefcent  Hate  of  the  blood. 

The  heat  of  the  breath,  to  the  phlogiflon 
in  the  air  paffing  from  the  veficular  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  lungs ; this  organ  of  refpiration 
being  itfelf  heated  by  a rapider  circulation  and 
irritation  in  all  its  larger  and  minuter  vafcu- 
lar  ftrudture,  including  the  pulmonary  artery, 
vein,  bronchial  veflels,  and  lymphatics. 

The  noxious  fmell  of  the  breath  originated 
in  mephitic  particles  of  the  air,  not  only  paf- 
fing from  the  lungs,  but  the  ulcerated  parts 
about  the  fauces. 

i 

x.  The  infenfibility  of  the  mind  to  the  im- 
mediate danger  of  this  violent  malignant  dif- 
eafe,  Ihews  the  fedative  and  ftupify ing  qualities 
of  a very  powerful  predifpofing  putridity  on 
the  nervous  powers,  that  convey  to  the  mind 
all  our  various  fenfations. 

Perhaps  an  extrication  of  air,  from  com- 
mencing putrefaction,  and  of-'Sre  fedative  ef- 
fects 
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feCts  on  parts  deprived  of  this  combining  prin- 
ciple, may  account  for  this  fymptom. 

Noxious  air,  if  breathed,  deftroys,  in  a 
moment,  animal  life  : refpiration,  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood,  and  nervous  influence,  im- 
mediately ceafe,  and  death  enfues.  It  extin- 
guilhes  the  flame  of  a flambeau.  It  feems  a 
combining  principle  of  animal  folids ; for  its 
extrication  fliews  the  moft  indifputable  flgns  of 
animal  putrefaction  and  diflolution. 

Animal  fubftances,  deprived  of  this  connect- 
ing air,  become  extremely  putrid,  and  infuf- 
ferably  fetid. 

While  pure  combining  air  is  regularly  dif- 
fufed  through  the  parts  of  the  human  body, 
health  is  prefent : its  abfence  is  the  mortifica- 
tion or  deftruCtion  of  parts ; for  its  antifeptic 
qualities  preferve  human  bodies,  during  life, 
from  diflolution. 

In  the  tympanites,  arifing  from  a fphacelus 
of  any  of  the  abdominal  vifeera,  air  is  excluded 
from  the  difeafed  parts,  which,  occupying  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  death  is  commonly 
the  confequence. 

The  floating  of  dead  bodies,  after  drown- 
ing, is  the  putrefaction  of  the  body  excluding 
this  air. 

The  lungs  of  new-born  infants  fwimming 
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in  water,  where  wilful  murder  has  not  been 
perpetrated,  or  executed,  is  often  owing  to  pu- 
trefaction, and  is  no  decided  proof  of  infants 
having  refpired  : a want  of  this  knowledge 
amongfl  furgeons,  and  in  courts  of  judicature, 
has  often,  fhocking  to  humanity  and  fcience  ! 
led  innocent  victims  to  lofe  their  lives  publicly 
at  an  ignominious  place  of  execution. 

Fixed  air  is  prevalent  in  the  bottom  of  mines* 
and  called  choke  damp. 

It  arifes  from  liquors  in  a (late  of  fermenta- 
tion, and  occupies  their  furface,  called,  by  the 
former  chemifts,  gas,  and,  indeed,  lately  gajfes > 
by  a very  ingenious  philofopher. 

i 

It  exits  in  alkaline,  falts  and  calcarious  fub* 
(lances  : deprived  of  this  air  by  fire,  they  be- 
come cauflics. 

In  11  Grotto  del  Cane , near  Naples,  it  rifes 
conftantly  and  naturally  from  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  and  deftroys  animals,  and  extinguiflies 
the  flame  of  a flambeau  inftantaneoufly. 

Its  gravity,  however^  prevents  its  rifing 
much  above  the-  furface  of  the  earth  ; for  1 
have  fat  in  II  Grotto  del  Cane  for  an  hour,  ot 
more,  repeatedly,  and  have  feen  different  ani- 
mals perifh  near  my  feet,  while  I remained  in 
this  grotto  uninjured.. 

Cavendilh  has  difeovered  that  this  aerial  • 

acid* 
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acid,  or  fixed  air,  is  one  and  a half  heavier 
than  atmofpheric  j therefore  its  deleterious  par- 
ticles cannot  afcend,  unlefs  buoyed  up  by  a 
ftrong  wind  : but,  by  this  means,  there  is  a 
poflibility  of  producing  mifchief,  although  its 
effects  are  much  mitigated  by  an  union  with 
atmofpheric  air  *. 

- The  difcoveries  on  air  being  yet  in  their  in- 
fancy, one  philofopher  often  refutes  what 
another  advances ; but  the  world  are  greatly 
obliged  to  every  experirnentor  in  this  abftrufe 
pneumatic  fcience  : for  by  their  refearches  and 
difputes  mankind  will  be  benefited.  Nume- 
rous branches  of  fcience,  obfcure  or  unintelli- 
gible thirty  years  ago,  have  been  clearly  in- 
veftigated,  and  data  fixed,  beyond  the  reach  of 
idle  deputation- : vifionary  hypothefes  are,  in 
many  inftances,  degraded  ; the  dignity  of  truth 
and  demonftrations  maintained  by  irrefutable'*’ 
.experiments,  dedudtive  reafonings,  and  juft  con- 
clufions. 

The  inflammable  or  phlogifticated  air  arifes, 

* In  marfhes,  ponds,  and  rivers,  where  the  foil  contains 
mud,  or  fubflancos  in  a ftate  of  putrefa£li»n,  on  ftirring,  a 
great  quantity  of  phlogifton  is  difengaged. 

Animal  fubftances,  in  putrifying,  emit  * fixed,  and  ^ in- 
flammable air.  Putrid  cabbage,  or  the  water  in  which  it  i$ 
boiled,  are  dangerous,  and  their  putrid  vapors  ihould  be 
avoided  : all  garden  collections  of  filth  and  putrid  vegetables 
are  unwholcfome. 

C -and 
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and  may  be  diffufed  in  the  atmofpheric  air,  fo 
as  to  be  injurious  to  animals. 

Air  balloons  are  conftrudted  on  the  principle 
of  levity  in  phlogifticated  air. 

It  appears,  then,  that  neither  a heavier  nor 
lighter  air  than  the  atmofpheric  is  healthful 
for  human  beings  to  breathe  ; but  it  is  a curi- 
ous phenomenon,  that  the  former  defeends  to- 
wards the  feet,  and  the  latter  afeends  to  a great 
height ; fo  that,  unlefs  from  thq  change  of 
fituation  of  thefe  two  natural  aerial  fluids,  lit- 
tle is  to  be  dreaded  from  their  noxious  qua- 
lities 

i • , t % 

Fixed  air,  or  aerial  acid,  however,  being 
nearefl  the  earth,  explains'  the  mifehiefs  ari- 
fing  from  human  beings  unguardedly  fleeping,. 
in  certain  places,  on  the  ground ; examples  of 
which  are  common  in  the  Weft  Indies,  Ame- 
rica, and  between  Rome  and  Terracina , in  the 
road  to  Naples,  where  death  is  moft  frequently 
the  confequence. 

The  people,  in  thefe  horrid  ftations,  burn 
fires  all  night  ; but  lying  on  platforms  at  a 


* In  atmofpheric  air,  or  the  air  we  breathe,  £ part  is  pure 
air  > -rg  parr  aerial  acid,  unfit  for  breathing,  capable  of  de- 
ftroying  irritability  in  the  lungs,  and  even  the  heart  j * parts 
are  not  accurately  determined,  but  is  fuppofed  phlogifticated. 
Lhefe  calculations,  however,  vary  according  to  feafons,  wea- 
ther, and  fituations. 


certain 
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certain  heighth,  well  covered,  Would  be  a much 
better  prefervation  againft  vapors,  the  phlogis- 
ton excepted. 

Thefe  few  remarks  on  the  putrefadtive  qua- 
lities of  aerial  fluids  arife  from  the  prefent  fub- 
jedt ; but  are  only  to  be  cpnfidered  a very  im- 
perfect fketch  of  what  might  be  delineated  in 
thefe  very  Scientific  and  ufeful  regions  of  mo- 
dern philofophy. 

xi.  The  naufea  in  the  flomach  feemed  to 
owe  its  origin  to  the  defcent  of  fome  of  the 
putrid  ichor  ifluing  from  the  ulccts  about  the 
fauces  and  Sphacelated  parts. 

I 

xii.  The  conflipation,  perhaps,  from  the  de- 
termination of  the  difeafed  fluids  to  the  Sur- 
face of  the  body,  producing  the  purple*  broad 
difcolorations  on  the  Ikinj  or,  from  a de- 
creafed  aCticn  in  the  periflaltic  motion  of  the 
inteflines,  diminilhed  Saliva*  bile,  pancreatic 
juice,  &c. 


PROGNOSIS, 


From  a confideration  of  fo  many  dangerous 
Symptoms,  fome  of  which,  even  Singly  re- 
viewed, prognofticated  an  approaching  diflb- 
lution  : there  was  every  thing  to  dread,  but 
little  to  hope.  Notwithftaiiding  all  thefe  un- 
favorable circumftances,  it  was  determined 
not  to  defert  the  patient,  but  to  exeft  the  utr 

£ i nip# 
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to 

moft  force  and  efforts  of  medicine  in  attempt- 
ing the  prefervation  of  his  life. 

cure. 

The  contemplation  of  all  the  fymptoms, 
their  caufes,  and  probable  confequences,  point- 
ed out  the  curative  indications,  which  were  : , 

i.  To  remove  naufea,  conftipatioo,  and  pre- 
vent the  putrid  matter  iffuing  from  the  mouth 
and  fauces  injuring  the  ftomach  and  inteflines, 
and  inducing  a mortification  of  thofe  parts. 

ii.  The  correcting,  reftraining,  or  counter- 
acting the  putrid  difpofition  of  the  fluids. 

hi.  The  removing  the  putrid  fordes,  and 
mortified  parts  about  the  fauces,  throat,  and 
mouth,  to  prevent  abforption,  defeent  into 
the  ftomach,  or  their  putrid  halitus  into  the 
lungs. 

iv.  The  fupporting  the  vis  vita,  as  much 
as  poffible,  by  antifeptic  food  and  drinks. 

v.  The  removal  of  the  morbid  parts  on  the 
leg,  to  prevent  the  abforption  of  the  putrefac- 
tive fanies  difeharging  from  the  fphacelus  be- 
fore the  feparation  of  the  efehar  could  be  ac- 
complifhed. 

vi.  The  admiffion  of  frefli  atmofpheric  air 
continually,  that  as  few  particles  of  air,  already 
breathed,  fhould  be  again  conveyed  by  the 
breath  into  the  lungs. 


vii.  The 
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• vii.  The  removal  of  the  bed-clothes  fur- 
rounding the  patient,  which  were  already  taint- 
ed with  the  putrefadtive  particles,  or  likely  to 
be  infedted. 

viu.  The  corredting  the  refpirable  air  of 
the  room  in  which  the  patient  lay. 

The  JirJi  indication  of  removing  the  naufea 
and  conftipation,  required  ferious  refledtion. 

Purging  would  have  been  dangerous,  and 
emptying  the  redtum  merely  by  a clyfter  ina- 
dequate to  the  grand  purpofes  of  evacuating 
the  putrid  matter,  already  depofited  in  the  fto- 
mach,  occafioning  ficknefs,  or  an  inclination  to 
vomit. 

It  was  concluded  that  the  bark  and  antifep- 
tics  would  prove  ufelefs,  or  be  ejedted  from  the 
ilomach,  unlels  the  fymptom  of  naufea  could 
be  alleviated. 

A gentle  eccoprotic  of  the  antifeptic  kind 
was  thought  moll;  expedient,  and  the  following 
draught  was  immediately  ordered,  after  well 
walhing  the  fauces  with  vinegar  and  water  : 

fy.  Infuf.  fen.  ^ifs. 

Pulv.  crem.  tart.  $fs. 

Tinct.  fen.  §ls.  M.  f.  hauftus,  ftatim  fumendus. 

It  was  determined  not  to  wait  for  the  operation 
of  the  above  draught;  but  to  give  the  follow- 
ing powders  and  mixture  in  the  courfe  of  an 
hour,  if  no  alvine  evacuations  lliould  be  pro- 

C 3 cured. 
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cured.  Thefe  powders  and  mixture  were  in* 
tended  to  anfwer  the  fecond  indication)  of  cor- 
freCting*  reftraining*  and  counteracting  the  pu- 
trid difpofition  of  the  fluids  *. 

. ; , ‘ » ' ' 

Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  3vj. 

Spec,  aromar.  jij.  M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  In  xtj. 
dofei  quarum  capiat  unam  fecunda  quaque  hora, 
vel  faepius  cum  coch.  Ij.  mifturae  fequentis. 

* • ‘ * t ■ * » 

Decoft,  cort.  Peruv.  ^xiiifs. 

' F.lix.  vitriol,  acid,  3'ij. 

Tinft.  coft.  Pcruv.  Huxham,  ^iifs.  M.  f.  rtiif- 
tura. 

I.  . . 

The  third  indication  was  deterging  the  putrid 
accumulations  about  the  mouth  and  fauces,  and 
reftraining  the  putrefcent  acrimony,  its  abforp- 
tiori,  or  defcent  through  the  oefopHagus  to  the 
ftomach  • the  following  gargld,  therefore,  was 
direded  to  be  ufed  every  ten  rrfinutes  : 

■ ' ’ ■ ‘ • •'  r » . \ 1 \ . i | . • 1 , t • . 1 • 

JJ; . Tinft.  Rofar.  5vij. 

1 cort.  Peruv.  Huxham,  ^j.  f.  gargarifma, 

faucibus  ulceratis  & oii  fiaepiffime  abhibendum. 

, : • ....  , : . • • • • 

The  fourth  indication  was  to  funport  the  vis 

. ♦ ’ ••  ..  . • • J • : * T :i 

vita1  by  antifeptic  food  and  drinks. 

v ‘ • u i . . r . • r. 

All  animal  broths  or  meats  were  flriCtly  for- 
bidden ; red  port  with  water,  not  weak,  or  red 

• ••  !!  * • : ; '•  ' .• 

* The  principles  on  which  the  bark,  mineral  and  vegetable 
acids,  or  aromatics,  aft  in  reftraining  putridity,  is  much  bet- 
ter comprehended  now  than  formerly,  by  Sydenham , Boerhaavt, 
Hqffmann,  Huxham , and  other  celebrated  modern  writers. 

, i j . , , 4 , 

port 
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port  alone*  recommended,  and  panada  with 

* 

red  wine* 

Drink,  acidulated  with  the  acid  elixir  of  vi- 
triol, was  likewife  ufed,  but  preferibed  in  fmall 
portions,  not  to  be  taken  unlefs  a defire  (hould 
be  excited  by  third  ; for  diluting,  as  it  has  been 
called,  relaxes  the  ftomach,  and  counteracts 
every  curative  intention  of  bark  and  antiseptics. 

The  oftener  liquids  went  into  the  flomach, 
the  oftener  it  was  highly  probable  forne  of  the 
offending  putrid  fordes  might  defeend.  The 
fmalleft  quantity  imaginable  of  putrid  matter, 
abforbed  •from  a very  fmall  pundture  in  anato- 
mical exercifes,  has  deprived  the  world  of  many 
a valuable  life. 

' t 

Before  /wallowing  panada  or  drink,  the  mouth, 
therefore,  and  fauces  were  afiiduoufly  cleanfed, 
left,  with  the  drinks  or  aliments,  if  the  latter 
were  taken,  any  putrid  particles  might  be  con- 
veyed into  the  ftomach  and  produce  purgings, 
or  other  dangerous  Symptoms. 

The  fifth  indication  was  judicioufly  managed 
by  Mr.  Humpage  : checking  the  putrid  ten- 
dency, and  Separating  the  mortified  parts  of 
the  leg,  were  affifted  by  Spirituous  applications 
and  proper  antifeptic  dreffings. 

The  fixth  indication  required  the  conftant  ad- 
miflion  of  frefh  air,  by  opening  the  door  and 
window,  in.  a certain,  degree,  lb  that  air  re- 

C 4 novated 
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novated  might  freely  pafs,  without  blowing 
in  a ftrong  ftream  or  pointed  direction  on  the 
patient. 

The  feventh  indication  was  of  great  impor- 
tance : the  removal  of  thofe  noxious  things 
which  had  previoufly  furrounded  the  patient, 
and  which  there  was  every  reafon  to  lufpedt, 
from  the  exalted  and  ravaging  ftate  of  the  pu- 
trid fymptoms,  were  infedted.  The  changing 
or  fumigating  the  moveable  bed  furniture  was 
diredted,  and  the  curtains  were  withdrawn  to 
admit  purer  air,  and  keep  the  patient  as  cool 
as  poffiblc. 

Nothing  can  be  more  injurious  than  the 
vulgar  idea  of  fuffering  patients  to  continue 
through  the  ftages  of  the  fmall  pox,  or  any 
fever,  but  particularly  of  the  putrid  kind, 
without  a frequent  change  of  linen,  flieets, 
bed-clothes,  and  air. 

The  exhalations  from  perfpiration,  the  ab- 
forption,  or  reception  of  refpired-air  in  the  bed 
or  bed-clothes,  mu  ft'  contribute  to  render  the 
air  impure,  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  life,  and 
of  dangerous  tendency  to  the  afiiftants  of  the 
fick,  whether  medical,  domeftic,  or  vifiting 
friends.  ‘ ! 

The  air  which  has  been  once  breathed  is 
well  known  to  be  unfit  for  future  refpiration. 

The  fame  breath  which  has  been  refpired 

• ; r 

proves 
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proves  fatal  in  a few  minutes,  without  an  addi- 
tion of  frefh  air. 

Though  the  impure  air  received  or  exhaling 
from  bed-clothes,  linen,  curtains,  &c.,  fur- 
rounding the-fick  bed,  is  not  fo  noxious  as  fixed 
or  confined  mephitic  air,  yet,  in  a lefs  degree, 

' it  proves  injurious,  and  Ihould  be  corrected  or 
prevented  by  every  means  art  or  prudence  may 
fuggeft. 

From  obfervations  on  the  Englilh  hofpitals, 
and  moft  which  I have  infpedted  in  France, 
Italy,  Germany,  Flanders,  Holland,  or  the' 
Weft  Indies,  America,  8cc.,  I am  convinced 
confiderable  improvements  might  be  planned 
for  the  fafer  accommodation  of  the  fick  ; fomc 
remarks  on  which  may  be  feen  in  my  Medical 
Advice  to  the  Army  and  Navy  ferving  in  Hot 
Climates. 

# 

' 1 

The  eighth  indication , intended  to  corredt  the 
putrid  exhalations,  or  vitiated  air,  was  attempt- 
ed by  railing  acid  vapors  from  vinegar,  the 
firing  and  explofion  of  gunpowder,  as  recom- 
mended in  the  plague,  8cc. 

The  acid  of  vinegar  is  indubitably  an  excel- 
lent antifeptic  ; but  I believe  the  mineral  acids 
and  pure  alcochol  mixed  in  an  open  glafs  veflel 
are  more  powerful  : from  thefe  arife  a vitrio- 
lic, muriatic,  or  nitrous  aether,  intimately  com- 
bined with  the  vinous  fpirit.  A diffufion  of 

fuch 
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fuch  artificial  air,  in  fick  rooms,  is  highly 
grateful,  and  is  an  excellent  preservative  againft 
the  malignant  particles  of  infedfion. 

In  the  evening  of  the  ift  of  December  Mr. 
Humpage  vifited  the  patient,  removed  the 
dreffings,  and  found  the  pulfe  was  only  an  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  which  was  a diminution  of 
ten  Strokes  in  a minute  in  eight  or  nine  hours. 

The  eccoprotic  antifeptic  draught  had  fortu- 
nately operated  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
after  it  had  been  given. 

The  powders  and  mixture  had  been  repeated 
every  two  hours,  or  oftener. 

The  mouth,  fauces,  and  ulcerated  parts,  had 
been  waffied  every  five  minutes,  and  neither  me- 
dicines nor  drink  fvvallowed  until  the  difeafed 
throat  and  fauces  were  previously  deterged. 

No  food  whatever  had  been  requefted,  nor 
was  its  neceffity  urged,  the  whole  medical  de- 
pendance  being  placed  on  the  efficacy  of  the 
remedies  preferibed. 

i 

A ftridt  injundtion  was  delivered  to  the  nurfe 
not  to  permit  the  patient  to  deep,  but  to  con- 
tinually Solicit  the  neceffity  of  gargling. 

This  treatment  was  preferibed,  left  any  of 
the  putridity  Should  pafs  with  the  faliva,  du- 
ring deep,  into  the  cefophagus  and  ftomach  : 
a negledt  of  which  has  frequently  proved  fatal. 

Sleep 
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Sleep  is  refrelhing  and  grateful ; but  its  indul- 
gence, in  fuch  moments  of  danger,  is  highly  ha- 
zardous, if  not  deftruCtive. 

The  medicines  were  continued  through  the 
night ; frelh  air  was  tranfmitted ; vinegar  was 
either  {learned,  or  gunpowder  was  exploded  fre- 
quently ; and  all  the  directions,  by  the  vigilance 
of  the  nurfe,  were  exaCtly  obferved. 

As  the  fordes  appeared  incrultated  round  the 
teeth,  gums,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  on  the 
tongue,  of  the  aphthous  or  black  thrufli  kind, 
the  following  lotion  was  ordered  to  cleanfe. 
thofe  parts ; after  which  the  former  gargle  was 
continued. 

x . 

Borac.  31J.  folve  io 

Aq.  pur.  ^vfs. 

Syr.  moror.  Jfs.  f.  gargarifma. 

This  gargle,  by  the  afliftance  of  fine  linen 
tied  on  a Ikewer,  foon  removed  all  the  fordes 
attached  to  the  fauces,  tongue,  gums,  &c. 

On  Sunday,  the  2d  of  December,  on  vifiting 
the  patient  in  the  morning,  the  pulfe  was  dis- 
covered to  be  an  hundred  and  twenty  in  a mi- 
nute, which  was  ten  different  from  what  had 
been  obferved  the  preceding  night,  being  twen- 
ty ftrokes  lefs  in  a minute  than  when  firfl  exa- 
mined. 

» - y 

The  purple  fpots  appeared  nearly  the  fame. 

The 
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The  mortified  part  had  not  fpread  on  the 

leg. 

The  mouth  was  cleaner,  but  large  floughs  of 
putrified  parts  adhered  near  and  about  the  ton- 
fil  glands. 

The  breath  fmelled  horridly  ofFenfive. 

The  acute  pains  and  fwellings  in  the  thighs, 
legs,  and  mufcular  parts,  continued. 

The  urine  was  very  high  colored. 

Upon  the  whole,  little  impreflion  had  been 
made  on  the  diforder,  except  that  the  mouth 
and  fauces  were  lefs  pale  or  livid,  the  celerity 
of  the  pulfe  was  diminifhed,  and  the  gangre- 
nous part  on  the  leg  had  not  extended  ; but 
that  the  patient  ftill  lived,  was  more  than  could 
be  reafonably  expected. 

i 

As  the  medicines  agreed  perfectly  well  with 
the  ftomach,  it  was  refolved  to  add  frefli  vigor 
to  the  prefcribed  plan,  to  augment  the  dofe  of 
the  bark  in  powder,  and  to  increafe  the  anti- 
feptic  force  of  the  mixture. 

ft.  Pulv.  cort.  Per.  !}. 

Spec,  aromat.  ^lij.,  M.  f.  pulvis.  Dividendus 
in  xij.  dofeSf  de  quibu3  fumat  unam  fecunda 
quaque  hora  in  coch.  ijis.  mifturae  fequentis. 

ft.  Decod.  cort.  Peruv.  Jxiij. 

Extrad.  ejufdem,  3ifs.  folve  dein  adde. 

Adde  Elix.  vitriol,  acid,  jij. 

Tind.  cort.  Peruv.  Huxham,  |iij.  M.  f.  mif- 
tura. 


The 
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The  gargle,  compofed  of  tinEiura  rofarum  and 
tlnElura  corticis , was  repeated,  and  directed  to 
be  uied  very  frequently. 

The  admiflion  of  cool  air,  raifing  acid  va- 
pors, or  burning  gunpowder,  and  the  removal 
of  whatever  might  be  conceived  capable  of  in- 
creafjng  putridity,  were  ftill  continued. 

The  patient  was  permitted  to  drink  red-port 
wine  in  confiderable  quantities,  and  as  otten  aS 
defired. 


The  ulcerous  floughs  about  the  throat  were 
cleanfed  by  means  of  a fkewer,  on  which  fine 
linen  was  placed;  fome  of  the  putrid  parts  fe- 
parated,  and  were  carefully  extracted,  to  pre- 
vent their  conveyance  to  the  flomach. 


The  fame  rules  were  recommended  as  the 
preceding  day  ; but  as  the  patient  exprefied  an 
inclination  for  food,  a little  panada  with  red 
wine  was  received  into  the  ftomach  without  any 
difagreement,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
repeated  with  like  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Humpage  declared  the  putrid  parts  on 
the  leg  appeared  favorable  in  the  evening,  and 
continued  the  fpirituous  drelfings. 

In  the  night  the  patient  was  not  fuffered  to 
fieep,  except  at  very  fhort  intervals,  but  fo- 
licited  to  cleanfe  and  gargle  the  difeafed  parts 
of  the  throat  frequently,  left,  with  the  breath 
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in  refpiration,  or  faliva  in  deglutition,  any  of 
its  deleterious  effects  might  be  conveyed  to 
the  lungs  or  ftomach,  which  probably  had 
been  already  overcharged  with  putrefa&ive  ef? 
ftuvia. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  December  the 
patient  fpontaneoufly  declared  himfelf  eafier, 
and  required  frequently  panada  and  wine : he 
drank  during  the  night  a bottle  arid  half  or 
two  bottles  of  red  port. 

The  medicines  and  gargle  had  been  repeat- 
ed through  the  night  with  the  utmoft  exami- 
ne £s. 

The  room  was  very  powerfully  filled  with 
the  acid  vapor,  and  the  putrid  fmell,  before 
fo  predominant,  unlefs  very  near  the  afflicted 
patient,  was  fcarcely  perceptible. 

On  examining  the  pulfe,  it  beat  an  hundred 
flrokes  in  a minute,  which  confiderable  de- 
creafe  in  its  celerity  was  favorable. 

The  eyes  appeared  lefs  inflamed. 

The  mouth,  throat,  and  faqces,  aflumed  a 
more  favourable  color. 

Thefloughs  on  the  left  fide  of  the  throat  had 
feparated,  and  though  a confiderable  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance  appeared,  yet  the  hollow  furface  of  the 
ulcer  was  riot  livid,  nor  indicating  any  difpofi* 
tion  to  fpreading  mortification.  Having  been 

accuftpmeci 
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accuftomed  to  a very  extenfive  practice  in  fur- 
gery  in  the  juvenile  period  of  life,  with  the  op- 
portunities of  oblerving  the  progrefs  of  gun- 
Ihot  wounds,  ulcers,  &c.,  in  hot  climates,  I had 
every  reafon  to  hope  I could  not  be  deceived  in 
fuppofing  and  pronouncing  the  patient  in  lefs 
danger.  There  were  other  reafons  that  co-ope- 
rated to  confirm  this  fuppofition. 

Mr.  Humpage  removed  a great  part  of  the 
putrid  floughs  on  the  tibia;  the  furface  under- 
neath appeared  in  a favorable  ftate,  confider- 
jng  the  nature  of  all  the  dangerous  fymptoms, 
and  the  mortification,  which  had  fpread  fo  ra- 
pidly. 

The  fpots,  before  livid,  or  thofe  called 
purples,  approached  nearer  to  a dark  red  and 
livelier  color. 

The  pains  and  fwellings  of  the  mufcular  and 
adipofe  parts  of  the  arms,  thighs,  legs,  and 
feet,  were  mitigated  and  diminiihed,  though 
ftill,  on  motion  or  prefipre,  were  troublefome. 

The  alvine  feces  were  not  retained  ; for  two 
evacuations  had  happened  in  twenty- four  hours  ; 
nor  were  thefe  highly  putrid,  but  much  mixed 
with  the  powdered  bark. 

Reflecting  on  the  dangerous  fymptoms  on  Sa- 
turday, and  comparing  thefe  with  the  prefent, 
the  fame  remedies  which  had  proved  fo  benefi- 
cial were  repeated,  no  new  fymptom  nor  addi- 
tional 
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tional  indication  requiring  a change  in  the  cu- 
rative antifeptic  fyftem  adopted. 

The  patient  was  not  confidered  out  of  dan- 
ger; for  the  difeafed,  mortified  part,  on  the 
right  fide*  of  the  throat,  had  not  feparated,  but 
appeared  in  a manner  to  leave  doubt  of  the 
depth  of  its  ravages.  The  putrid  halitus  if- 
fuing  was  likewife  very  difagreeable  to  the  ol- 
factory organs. 

The  urine  was  ftill  high  coloured. 

Mr.  Humpage  vifited  the  patient  in  the  even- 
ing,  dreffed  the  leg,  and  confidered  all  the  dan- 
gerous lymptoms  lefs  alarming. 

On  Tuefday  morning,  the  4th  of  December* 
all  the  former  fymptoms  were  confiderably 
amended;  the  remaining  putrid  flough  had  been 
forced  away  from  the  right  fide  of  the  internal 
part  of  the  throat,  and  the  'place  it  occupied 
formed  a deep  ulcer. 

The  purple  fpots,  which  before  had  nearly 
covered  the  body,  had  a much  milder  afpeCt, 
and  feemed  gradually  changing  into  a livelier 
red. 

The  fwellings  and  pains  in  the  limbs  and 
mufcular  parts  had  confiderably  abated. 

The  mouth,  tongue,  uvula,  and  fauces,  all 
acquired  a more  lively  and  frefh  appearance, 
from  additional  vigor  in  the  circulation,  and 
a more  falutary  ftate  of  the  blood,  though  far 

diflant 


MALIGNANT,  ULCERATED  SORE  THROAT.  33 

diftant  from  what  might  be  denominated 
healthful. 

The  pulfe  was  ftronger,  and  did  not  exceed 
ninety  pulfations  in  a minute. 

A flight  naufea  was  troublefome,  and  as  no 
inteftinal  evacuation  had  happened  for  twenty* 
four  hours,  an  antifeptic  laxative  was  thought 
neceflary. 

The  naufea  was  fufpe&ed  to  originate  in  fome 
matter  defcending  from  the  mouth,  or  from 
bile  irritating  the  duodenum,  which  by  the  ner- 
vous confent  of  parts,  or  an  inverfion  of  the 
periftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines,  had  been 
depofited  in  the  ftomach,  and  occafioned  the 
Ventriculous  irritation,  exciting  naufea. 

%.  Decoft.  fen.  cum  tamarind,  |ifs. 

Pulv.  crem.  tart.  jfs. 

Tintt.  fen.  §fs.  M.  f.  hauftus  ftatim  fumendus. 

. 

This  acidulous  draught,  in  the  courfe  of 
three  hours,  not  only  removed  the  naufea,  but 
procured  two  evacuations.  The  fecal  dilcharge 
feemed  chiefly  compofed  of  the  powdered  bark 
mixed,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  changed  in  its 
paflage  from  the  ftomach  to  the  redtum. 

No  animal  diet  having  yet  been  adminifter- 
ed ; but  panada  united  with  red  wine  only  re- 
ceived as  food,  was,  perhaps,  the  caufe  of 
averting  putrid  feces : this  is  a circumftance 

Q worthy 
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worthy  of  ftriCt  attention  in  treating  putrefac- 
tive difeafes. 

If  bile  be  the  caufe  of  the  naufea,  nothing 
corrects  it  fo  effectually,  nor  prevents  its  putrid 
tendency  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  as  for- 
cing and  evacuating  the  offending,  irritating, 
and  noxious  matter  through  the  inferior  paf- 
fage,  by  antifeptic  laxatives,  without  violent 
purging. 

If  the  defeent  of  the  putrid  (teams  or  mat- 
ter were  the  caufe  of  naufea,  their  evacuation 
downwards  becomes  equally  neceffary. 

Fevers,  I believe,  often  return  by  the  ab- 
forption  of  putrid  matter,  or  contaminating 
air,  from  the  furface  of  the  inteftines  ,*  there- 
fore phyficians  cannot  be  too  circumfpedt  in 
geiitly  and  repeatedly  evacuating,  by  antifeptic 
laxatives,  thefe  offending  caufes  *. 

On  Wednefday,  the  5th  of  December,  all 
the  morbid  fymptoms  were  evidently  better ; 
therefore  the  bark  powders,  mixture,  and  gar- 
gle, were  repeated,  but  not  taken  nor  ufed  fo 
often. 

Red  port,  as  drink,  and  panada,  as  food,  were 
received  in  confiderable  Quantities. 

'*  In  the  yellow  and  other  low  remitting  and  putrid  fevers 
of  the  Weft  Indies  and  America,  one  principal  obje£t  is  to  cor- 
rett  bile,  and  evacuate  the  pun  id-tending  matter  through  the 
ftoipach  and  inteftines. ' bee  McJi  al  Advice  to  the  Armj,  &c. 

3 * The 
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The  ulcer  on  the  leg  had  a more  favorable 
appearance,  the  Houghs  having  been  removed 
by  Mr.  Humpage. 

On  Thurfday,  the  6th  of  December,  the 
pains  in  the  limbs  and  mufcular  parts  were  con* 
fiderably  abated,  the  eruptions,  which  had  been 
purple,  were  dying  away,  fucceeded  by  a live* 
lier  red,  and  in  fome  parts  the  cuticula  was  fe- 
parating  and  fcaling  off  in  a furfuracious  or 
bran-like  appearance. 

The  patient  was  weak ; but  as  all  the  fymp- 

toms,  which  before  had  a dangerous  tenden- 

\ 

cy,  were  now  nearly  removed,  ftrengthening 
the  habit  became  now  an  object  worthy  of  at- 
tention, a light  antifeptic  and  ilomachic  purga- 
tive was  ordered  for  the  following  morning,  as 
a preparative  for  changing  the  diet. 

1^.  Infuf.  fen.  ^ifs. 

Pulv.  crem.  tart.  3fs. 

' Tinft.  facra|  §ts.  M.  f.  hauftus  eras  mane  fu* 
mendus. 

I • 

On  Friday,  the  7th  of  December,  the  pa- 
tient was  confiderably  recovering : he  was  per- 
mitted, after  the  operation  of  the  purgative,  to 
cat  white  meats. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  no  fymptoms  re- 
maining that  required  the  affiftance  of  a phyfi- 
cian,  the  patient  was  transferred  to  the  entire 
management  of  Mr.  Humpage. 

D 2 
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From  the  Sth  to  the  16th  of  the  month  he 
was  gradually  recovering,  yet  he  was  ordered 
the  bark  and  antifeptics  three  times  a day,  and 
occafionally  a laxative. 

On  the  2 1 ft,  at  the  time  this  very  paffage 
is  writing,  the  patient  is  lo  well  recovered  as 
to  walk  in  the  ftreets,  and  is  acquiring  ftfsngth 
daily;  nor  is  there  any  veftige  of  dileafc  re- 
maining, except  debility,  and  a flight  ulcer  of 
the  leg,  in  a ftate  indicating  a difpofition  to 
fpeedily  incarn  and  cicatrife. 


/ ' I 
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ON  THE 

MALIGNANT,  ULCERATED 

SORE  THROAT; 


WITH  A 

SUCCESSFUL  METHOD  OF  TREATING  THAT 

DANGEROUS  DISORDER. 

' , * 

A N extenfive  experience  in  this  metropolis 
brings  frequent  conviction,  that  the  ulcerated, 
malignant  Sore  Throat  is  not,  in  general, treated 
judicioufly  : this,  perhaps,  has  been  the  caufe 
of  its  lately  proving  fo  fatal.  There  are,  no 
doubt,  many  practitioners  who  underftood  its 
fuecefsful  management  perfectly  ; but  by  far 
the  greater  number,  depending  on  the  doCtrines 
advanced  by  Fothergill,  Huxham,  Ruffel,  Prin- 
gle, &c.,  while  the  methods  of  cure  were  im- 
perfeCt,  inftead  of  Wall,  Cameron,  Johnflone, 
Gregory,  and  Cullen,  lofe  the  moft  favorable 
opportunity  of  preferring  patients  from  this 
mortiferous  diftemper. 

The  principal  improvements  in  this  diforder 
have  been  collected  fince  the  former  writers  pub- 
lifhed  their  works,  from  experience  and  fuccefs; 
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their  doctrines,  therefore,  become  lefs  ufcful, 
and  are  juftly  fuperfeded,  by  more  certain 
modes  of  treatment. 

To  fhew  a method  of  managing  this  difor- 
der,  that,  if  timely  applied,  never  fails  of  fuc- 
ceeding,  is  the  principal  intention  of  this  little 
effay. 

In  order  to  prove  the  affertions  true,  con- 
cerning the  treatment  of  the  ulcerated  Sore 
Throat,  a fhort  review  of  the  authors,  who 
have  written  on  the  fubjedt,  becomes  indifpen- 
fably  expedient. 

The  medical  writers  on  the  Continent  are  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  the  treatment  of  the 
putrid,  ulcerated  Sore  Throat,  excepting  what 
they  have  collected  from  Englifh  authors. 

Neither  Boerhaave,  Hoffman,  Sauvages, 
Lieutaud,  Ludwig,  Vogel,  nor  any  other  wri- 
ters, have  delivered  the  true  and  fuccefsful 
mode  of  cure;  confequently  practitioners,  whofe 
practice  depends  on  faith  in  thefe  writers, 
muft  fail  in  anfwering  the  curative  inten- 
tions, and  the  diforder  of  courfe  commonly 
terminates  fatally;  many  inftances  of  which  I 
have  known,  or  received  information  of,  in  my 
continental  travels 

FOTHER-' 

* I have  teen  numbers  repeatedly  bled  in  the  putrid  remit- 
ting fevers,  .and  nitre  with  other  faline  antiphlogiftics  admini- 

ftered. 
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FOTHERGILL. 

/ 

Dr.  Fothergill  wrote  the  firft  treatife,  in  Eng- 
land, on  this  infectious  diforder,  and  merits 
much  of  fociety  for  introducing  a more  rational 
mode  of  treatment  than  was  before  known. 

Though,  he  obferves,  bleeding  is  commonly 
injurious,  yet  he  fometimes  admits  that  ope- 
ration. 

. ...  • • 

ftered.  The  frequency  of  the  pulfe  and  heat  is  the  pretext  for 
this  pra&ice  in  France,  Italy,  and  Germany. 

It  is  not  as  yet  well  underftood,  that  intenfc  animal  heat  can 
arife  from  oppofitc  caufes;  from  a true  inflammatory  diathejis , 
and  from  a relaxed  and  diflblved  ftate  of  the  blood,  tending  to 
putrcfa&ion  : thefe  require  oppofitc  treatment. 

What  counteracts  caufes  in  one  inftance,  muft  do  irreparable 
mifchief  in  the  other  : large  bleedings  and  antiphlogiftics  are 
proper  in  the  inflammatory  diathcfis ; but  in  the  putrid  no 
bleeding  nor  antiphlogiftics,  but  cortex  Peruvianus  and  anti- 
feptics.  The  fymptoms  of  heat  and  celerity  of  the  pulfe  di- 
reft  unreflecting  phyficians  to  cool  and  evacuate,  when  they 
fhould  fupport  ftrcngth  and  reftrain  the  putrid  tendency  of 
'fluids. 

When  the  mod  intenfe  heatexifts,  bleeding  and  faline  coo- 
lers are  moft  injurious;  as  in  the  Weft  Indies,  &c.  Indeed 
fo  violent  is  the  heat,  as  to  feel  like  a degree  of  fire,  and  yet 
evacuants  by  bleeding,  purging,  perfpiration,  or  antiphlo- 
giftics of  nitre,  &c.,  kill  the  patients  ; when  bark,  mineral 
acids,  and  cleanfing  the  inteftines,  fave  the  lives  of  many. 
See  Medical  Advice  in  Hot  Climates. 
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He  juftly  objedts  to  the  ufe  of  purges,  nitre, 
antiphlogiftic  remedies,  or  regimen. 

Admits  the  ufe  of  emetics  of  ipecacuana,  or 
infufum  card,  benedidt.  chamomile  flowers,  8tc. 

Draughts  of  tea  and  red  port. 

Advifes  the  patient  to  keep  warm  in  bed. 

The  pulvis  contrayerv.  compoflt.  fpecies  aro- 
maticae,  vinum  croceum,  mint  and  alexiterial 
waters  cum  aceto,  &c. 

Eledtuarium  e fcordio  in  cafe  of  a diarrhoea. 

Blifters  to  the  neck. 

Aromatic  gargles,  not,  indeed,  very  eflica- 
cious. 

The  bark  in  tindlure  he  recommends  towards 
the  termination  of  the  difeafe ; but  writes  no- 
thing of  its  early  exhibition  in  fubftance,  or  in 
large  dofes. 

H U X H A M. 

Dr.  Huxham  recommends  vomits,  and  light 
purgatives  of  rhubarb. 

A volatile  faline  mixture. 

The  pulvis  contrayerv.  compoflt.  with  nitre 
in  a bolus,  if  the  fever  ran  high. 

In  adults,  two  grains  of  camphor  were  .added 
on  the  fecond  or  third  day  to  the  faline  mix- 
ture ; a temperate  cordial  might  be  added, 
and  a little  tindtura  corticis  Peruvian!. 

Elixir 


MALIGNANT,  ULCERATED  SORE  THROAT.  41 

Elixir  of  vitriol  and  tinfture  of  bark  were 
commonly  ordered  on  th c fifth  and  fixth  day. 

Sir  JOHN  PRINGLE. 

Sir  John  Pringle  faith,  I lay  the  chief  ftrefs 
of  cure  in  the  angina  maligna , on  the  ufe  of  a 
gargle  compofed  of  barley  water,  or  fage  tea, 
mel  rofarum,  and  vinegar. 

Sir  WILLIAM  FORDYCE. 

Sir  William  Fordyce  juftly  condemns  bleed- 
ing, and  aflerts,  that  haemorrhages  from  the 
nofe  do  not  relieve  the  patient.  “ Emptying 
“ the  ftomach  by  a gentle  vomit  cannot  fail  of 
“ being  ufeful  in  difeharging  the  putrid  hu- 
“ mors  from  the  ftomach,”  and  then  proceeds, 
“ Where  there  is  a loofenefs,  I generally  corp 

reft  the  humors  with  my  ancifeptic  wine 
<e  whey.  No.  II.,  by  limonade,  tamarind  tea, 
Ci  or  imperial  *. 

“ I never 

* No.  I. 

Serum  anti fepti cum. 

R.  La£L  vaccin.  Ih>^s* 

Aq.  pur.  fly's. 

Simul  ebulliant  j dein  admifee  fucc.  aurant. 

Sevill,  limonior.  a ^ifs,  ut  f.  ferum. 


No.  II. 
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<£  I never  favv  the  loofenefs  treated  in  this 
**  manner  do  hurt,  though  the  purging  is  coni' 
“ monly  dreaded  as  the  greateft  fcarecrow  in 
“ the  malignant  fore  throat,  and  therefore 
<£  checked  by  every  power  of  art. 


No.  ir. 

Scrum  antifepticum  itinofum. 

\ 

K.  La&.  vaccini,  Ifoifs. 

Aqua;  pur®,  Hjfs. . 

Simul  tbulliant;  dein  admife  vini  rhenani  vctcris 
vcl  albi  cujufvis  Hifpanici,  ^ij. 

Succ.  Union.  Jj.  ut  fiat  ferum. 

No.  VII. 

Hat/ flu  i diaphoreticus  fedativus. 

11-  Spirit.  Minderer. 

Aqu®  pur®,  a Jvj. 

Liquor  anodyn.  min.  Hoffm.  gtc.  xv. 

Syr.  e mcconio,  jj.  M.  f.  hauftus  bis  in  die  fu- 
nundus  aut  o&ava  quaque  horS. 

No.  VIII. 

» Hauflus  cardiacus  divitum. 

1^.  Vin  Burgundic. 

Vel  Burdcgalens. 

Aut  rhenani  veter.  ^ij. 

Sexta  quaque  horft  fumendus  vcl  pro  re  nata. 

No.  XII. 

Febrifugum  antifepticum. 

Jv*  Decoft.  (fortior.)  cort.  Peruv.  ^ij. 

Spirit,  fal  marin.  gtc-  v. 

M.  f.  hauftus  pro  re  nata  fumendus  & repetendus. 

“ It 


i 


MALIGNANT,  ULCERATED  SORE  THROAT.  43 

££  It  did  not  hurt  laft  fummer  in  two  young 
££  gentlemen  of  noble  families,  though  it  went 
££  on  after  the  fcarlet  and  crimfon  eruption 
ic  was  complete;  and  where  it  has  been  flopped, 
££  by  opiates  and  aflringents,  it  has  ftill  proved 
ci  fatal.” — A juft  obfervation. 

“ We  have  feen  cafes  in  which  blitters  did 
“ not  mend  the  matter.  Heredia  feldom  found 
££  any  benefit  from  them ; and  we  have  re- 
<£  marked  above,  that  if  made  from  cantharides, 
££  they  are  totally  againft  the  genius  and  cha- 
££  radter  of  the  putrid  fever.” — Senfibly  re- 
marked. 

££  To  look  for  any  utility  from  the  difeharge 
££  they  occafion  in  a difeafe,  where  there  fcarce- 
“ ly  exifts  any  purulency,  and  where  there  is 
££  too  much  flimulus  every  where,  appears  ra- 
££  ther  to  be  worthy  of  a doating  nurfe,  than 
££  of  a man  of  fenfe  and  /kill. 

££  Dr.  Fothergill  has  given  us  the  hiftory  of 
“ two  cafes,  where  warm  aromatic  cordials 
££  and  anodyne  aflringents  were  adminiftered 
£<  affiduoufly,  with  fuitable  nouri/hment,  and 
“ veficatories  applied  fucceffively  to  the  neck, 
<f  the  back,  and  arms,  but  without  effedt. 

“ There  is  not  in  this  difeafe  a more  favora- 
<£  ble  fymptom  than  a difpofition  to  fweat, 
££  with  a foft  and  moift  /kin.  Nothing  fe.ems 
££  to  /horten  it  fo  much,  to  take  off  the  deli- 
££  lium  fooner,  or  to  promote  fo  happily  a good 

t£  lcdiment 
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4 fediment  in  the  water.  Our  firft  and  feventh 
4 formula  have  the  bed;  effedt  in  this  way. 
4 How  feldom  does  Peruvian  bark  perform  any 
4 of  thefe  good  offices  for  the  patient ! 

44  I never  gave  volatiles,  except  Mindere- 

* rus’s  fpirit,  fait  of  amber,  or  the  anodyne  li- 
‘ quor  of  Hoffman,  which  are  all  antifeptic, 
4 becaufe  I know  that  volatiles  only  difpofe 
4 the  juices  to  be  more  putrid,  or  quicken  the 
4 putrid  procefs,  where  it  has  already  taken 
4 place  too  furely. 

44  When  cordials  are  wanted,  or  indicated, 
4 we  can  be  at  no  lofs,  while  currant  jelly, 

* oranges,  apd  lemon,  or  wines  diluted  into 
4 what  is  called  bifhopy  or  negus , or  yet  pure 
4 wine,  or  old  cyder,  can  be  had.  I am  not 
4 acquainted  with  any  better  cordial  draught 
4 than  our  feventh  or  eighth  formula.  I never 

* did,  nor  ever  do,  expedt  to  fee  the  (Irength 
‘ lupported,  or  the  dileafe  alleviated,  by  any 
‘ poffible  preparation  of  animal  fubftances. 

“ After  f.veating  has  begun,  I believe  wine 
4 will  never  hurt,  if  given  with  moderation, 
4 either  diluted  as  above,  or  mixed  with  pa* 
4 nada,  fago,  rice,  and  other  gruels. 

44  Contrail  with  this  kind  of  pradlice  theirs 
4 who  give  draughts,  compofed  of  God  knows 
4 what , fo  often  as  every  two  or  three  hours, 
‘ day  and  night,  for  days  and  nights  fuccef- 

44  fively. 
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“ lively,  as  if  nature  neither  required  other 
“ drinks,  or  food,  or  repofe. 

“ If  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  require  it, 
“ Peruvian  bark  is  hurried  down  with  the  Janie 
“ hajie  and Jolicitude ; and  bark  muft  be  given 
“ in  our  times,  whether  indicated  or  not, 
“ where  this  belt  and  only  true  febrifuge  drug 
“ is  necefiary ; (and  it  has  often  the  happy 
“ power  of  triumphing  over  malignity  in  this 
“ difeafe,  as  well  as  in  other  putrid  fevers, 
“ given  as  in  our  twelfth  formula.)  Let  it,  in 
“ God’s  name,  be  given  in  fufficient  quantity 
i(  to  put  them  in  a ftate  of  fafety,  but  not  per- 
“ fevered  in  for  days  and  nights  together, 
“ without  any  refpite  to  the  poor,  perfecuted 
“ patient,  when  either  the  difficulty  no  longer 
“ exifts,  or  the  ftate  of  the  Ikin,  or  the  in- 
“ creafed  drynefs,  blacknefs,  and  hardnefs  of 
“ the  tongue,  fo  ftrongly  and  fully  point  out 
“ the  impropriety  of  perfifting  longer  in  its 
“ ufe,  or  as  if  it  were,  even  in  fuch  a fituation, 
“ our  laft  and  foie  refource,  though,  in  fad:, 
“ we  have  fo  many  other  acids  from  fruits , 
“ wines , and  Jlrong  anlifeptics , both  vegetable 
ft  and  mineral. 

“ Thefe  laft  remarks  are  equally  applicable 
“ to  the  putrid  fever  at  large,  and  to  the  ma- 
“ lignant  fore  throat  under  confideration.” 
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WALL. 

Dr.  Wall  prefcribes  bark  and  antifeptic  re- 
medies, fleams  of  vinegar,  myrrh  and  hobby 
mixed  in  gargles,  bark  and  opium,  if  nafal 
haemorrhage  appears. 

CAMERON. 

Dr.  Cameron  fucceeded  where  breathing  was 
even  difficult,  by  giving  the  bark  plentifully 
from  the  commencement  of  the  diforder,  with 
antifeptic  gargles ; and  I have  experienced  the 

like  fucccfs. 

% 

JOHNSTONE. 

Dr.  JobnJlone,  who  has  written  a complete 
treatife  on  the  diforder,  and  wffiofe  practical  ex- 
perience was  equal,  in  point  of  numbers,  to 
any  other  phyfician,  condemns  bleeding,  nitre, 
or  falinc  antiphlogiftic  remedies,  and  admini- 
' flered  the  bark  and  acids,  with  certainty  of 
fuccefs,  from  the'  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe  to  its  termination. 

In  the  cure  he  condemns  evacuations,  parti- 
cularly bleeding,  which,  in  particular  with  the 
Trench,  was  in  great  ufe  till  Dr.  Fothergill 
wrote  againft  it. 

Dr.  Huxham  and  Dr.  Rufiel  were  rather  too 
favorable  to  venefe&ion. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Johnftone  has  this  remarkable  pafiage  : 
tc  So  long  as  the  prepofleffion  in  favor  of 
“ bleeding  prevailed  at  Kidderminfter,  it  was 
£t  one  of  the  moil  fatal  of  aifeafes ; but  fince 
“ the  lancet  has  been  laid  afide,  and  the  anti- 
« feptic  method  only  depended  upon,  it  has 
“ proved  one  of  the  moil  certain  and  eafy  to 
££  be  cured. 

££  Emetic  tartar  and  James's  powder  proved 
££  very  hurtful  ; large  evacuations  by  ftool 
££  commonly  followed  their  ufe  to  the  certain 
“ dejlruttion  of  fome,  and  the  great  injury  of 
££  others.” 

He  depended  moftly  upon  the  bark,  and 
fays,  ££  its  efficacy  has  furpafied  the  healing 
“ powers  experienced  from  it  in  every  other 
££  inilance.  Thofe  who  have  tried  it  rnoft  in 
££  this  complaint,  beft  know  how  abfolutcly  it 
££  fubdues  the  difeafe,  which  is  more  certainly 
££  cured  by  the  early  application  of  this  remedy 
££  than  any  difeafe  of  equal  confequence  by 
££  any  means  whatever.  This  is  the  language 
££  of  all  thofe  phyiicians  who  have,  from  long 
££  experience,  had  the  beft  opportunities  of 
£c  learning  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  and  ob* 
££  ferving  the  good  effedts  of  the  bark,  a me- 
<£  dicine  upon  which  great  dcpendance  has  for 
££  many  years  been  placed  in  this  country.” 


HOME. 
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HOM  E. 

Dr.  Home , in  his  Principia  Medichue , recom- 
mends light  vomits , cordial  medicines,  lightly 
diapboret'iCy  red  wine,  and  relforing  antifeptic 
diet. 

To  fuftain  the  tumor  of ‘the  external  parts 
with  a warm  bed,  which  belt  prevents  a di- 
arrhoea. 

Bark,  mineral  and  vegetable  acids,  are  re- 
commended, if  they  fhould  not  produce  a di- 
arrhoea. 

Blifters  are  to  be  applied  to  the  throat. 

Bleeding,  purging,  and  antiphlogiftics,  are, 

by  experience,  hurtful. 

/ 

Dr.  GEORGE  FORDYCE. 

» 

Dr.  George  Fordyce , Phyfician  to  St.  Tho- 
mas’s Hofpital,  begins  the  cure  with  an  emetic, 
of  tartar  emet. 

The  patient  to  be  kept  in  a bed  moderately 
warm. 

Furging  to  be  checked  by  flimulants  or 
opiates. 

But  it  is  a more  fuccefsful  practice  to  exhi- 
bit as  large  a quan:  •:  bark  as  the  patient’s 

ftomach  will  bear,  a:  :e  i;  an  rmv: . ir.  twenty- 
four  hours  in  fubftan  &c, 


Wine, 
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Wine,  as  old  hock,  may  be  given  along  with 
the  drink,  which  ought  to  be  acidulated,  if  it 
does  not  produce  a purging. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  throat  is  to  be  walked 
with  aftringent  gargles,  &c.,  acidulated. 

GREGORY. 

Dr.  Gregory  fays,  <c  Bleeding  and  cathartics 
((  do  mifchief ; gentle  vomits  and  blifters  are 
et  occalionally  of  ufe ; acids  and  neutral  falts, 
“ by  themfelves,  often  do  hurt.” 

The  principal  remedies  are,  Peruvian  bark , 
wine,  antifeptics,  injections  into  the  throat, 
fleams  of  vinegar  and  myrrh  directed  into  the 
fauces,  &c. 


CULLEN. 

Dr.  Cullen  recommends  bark  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  diforder,  antifeptic  gargles,  and, 
in  tumefaClion,  blitters. 

V / . 

The  molt  exceptionable  methods  of  treating 
the  malignant,  ulcerated  Sore  Throat  are  the 
following  : 

I.  The  admiflion  of  bleeding. 

II.  Vomiting,  which  is  rarely  requilite. 

I I I.  The  ordering  diluting  liquors,  as  tea,  &c. 

iv.  The  detaining  patients  in  bed,  and  pro- 

E moting 


50  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 

moting  perfpiration  by  volatile  faline  mixtures. 
See. 

v.  The  depending  on  fuch  infignificant  re- 
medies as  the  pulvis  conirayervcC  compofitus , vi- 
num  croceum , and  two  grains  of  camphor,  for 
the  firft  three  or  four  days,  or  the  more  dange- 
rous exhibition  of  nitre,  and  the  negledting 
the  moll  efficacious  mode  of  immediately  ad- 
minillering  the  bark  in  large  dofes. 

vi.  The  application  of  blifters  to  the  throat. 

vn.  Waiting  until  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth 

day  before  the  bark  is  preferibed. 

viii.  Adminillering  the  bark  in  the  trifling 
form  of  a tindture,  in  fo  dangerous,  rapid,  and 
deftrudlive  a difeafe. 

ix.  The  giving  Dr.  James’s  powder,  tartar 
emetic,  or  diaphoretics. 

x.  The  decrying  the  bark,  and  fcarcely  ad- 
mitting this  excellent  antiputrefeent  for  the  pu- 
trid fore  throat,  in  which  its  efficacy,  when 
joined  with  mineral  acids,  has  been  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  in  any  diforder  whatever. 

xi.  The  checking  purgings  too  fuddenly, 
particularly  by  opiates. 

xii.  The  not  fufficiently  attending  to  clean- 
fing  the  putrid  ulcerations  about  the  fauces; 
nor  preventing  'the  defeent  of  the  putrid  mat- 
ter to  the  flomach. 

xiii.  An  inattention  ih  not  conveying  a 

flream 


MALIGNANT,  ULCERATED  SORE  THROAT. 

Itream  of  air  through  the  patient’s  room,  and 
the  prepoflerous  method  of  drawing  the  cur- 
tains round  the  bed,  in  Head  of  admitting  the 
freeft  ingrefs  of  frefh  air. 

xiv.  The  feeding  the  patient  with  animal 
broths,  made  of  mutton  or  veal,  or  beef  tea, 

* i 

or  the  permiffion  of  animal  diet,  or  any  fort  of 
meat  whatever,  in  fuch  a difpofition  to  putre- 
faction. 

Amongft  thofe  who  have  lately  died  of  the 
malignant,  ulcerated  fore  throat,  the  foregoing 
modes  of  treatment,  collectively,  or  partly, 
have  been  adopted  : on  the  contrary,  where 
bark  and  acids,  a cool  room,  and  pure  air, 
have  been  immediately  directed,  no  perfpira- 
tion  forced,  nor  animal  diet  admitted,  not  one 
perfon  in  feveral  hundreds  has  fallen  a vic- 
tim to  this  contagious  difeafe. 

Thefe  affertions  flow  from  immenfe  obferva- 
tion,  experience,  and  practice,  for  a period  of 
above  twenty  years,  in  this  great  city  : though 
previous  opportunities  of  feeing  the  rife,  pro- 
grefs,  fatal  termination,  fuccefsful  and  unfuc- 
cefsful  treatment,  of  putrid  fevers,  in  hot  cli- 
mates, laid  the  foundation  for  that  plan  of  cure 
in  the  ulcerated  fore  throat,  which  commonly 

terminates  fortunately  *. 

■ . > 
t 

* The  treatment  of  the  ulcerated  Sore  Throat  js  given 
in  the  Medical  Advice  to  the  Army,  &c  , in  1775. 

E 2 Bleeding. 
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i.  Bleeding. 

Bleeding  is  now  feldom  prefcribed,  unlefs 
the  diforder  be  miftaken  for  the  true  inflam- 
matory fore  throat.  The  appearance  of  the 
mouth,  uvula,  and  fauces,  to  phyficians,  or 
practitioners,  with  a clear  fight,  diftinguifhes 
the  putrid,  ulcerated  fore  throat  from  the  in- 
flammatory. The  former  has  a darker  red  co- 
lor, with  little  white  fpecks,  about  the  fauces, 
or  near  the  tonfils,  with  deprefled  fpirits,  de- 
bility, and  a diminifhed  force  in  the  pulfe  : 
the  latter,  a lively  red  inflammation,  and  fwel- 
ling,  flronger  pulfe,  little  or  no  debility. 

The  feafons  of  the  year,  and  intelligence 
of  the  contagious  fore  throat  being  prefent  or 
abfent,  are  to  be  confidered.  The  inflamma- 
tory fore  throat  is  common  to  the  winter  and 
fpring  : the  putrid,  to  the  latter  end  of  fum- 
mer  and  autumn.  ' 

There  are  feveral  fymptoms  common  to  both  ; 
yet,  to  experienced  practitioners,  nothing  can 
be  more  obvious  than  the  difference  of  one  fore 
throat  and  the  other.  The  inexperienced  thould 
praCtife  with  caution. 

Many  authors  mention  the  miftakes  in  treat- 
ing the  ulcerated  fore  throat  for  the  true  in- 
flammatory ; did  not  daily  obfervation  prove, 
that  bleeding , and  giving  nitre,  diluting,  &c., 

frequently 
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frequently  prove  deftructive,  the  repetition  of 
fuch  errors  would  be  iuperfiuous. 

After  a finglc  bleeding , the  pulle  has  funk,  the 
putrid  lymptoms  fpread  rapidly,  and,  in  a very 
few  days,  terminated  fatally  ; notwithftanding 
the  bark,  elixir  of  vitriol,  and  the  moft-ap- 
proved  antifeptics,  have  been  fpiritedly  pre- 
fcribed,  to  corredt  or  counteract  this  unfortu- 
nate miftake. 

11.  Vomiting. 

Vomiting  is  not  quite  fo  objectionable  as 
bleeding  ; but,  in  general,  it  is  unneceffary  : 
and  certainly,  if  the  diforder  may  be  fuccefs- 
fully  treated,  without  fo  violent  an  operation, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  determine  which  is  moll 
eligible. 

Vomiting  is  fuppofed  to  evacuate  any  putrid 
matter  in  the  ftomach,  and  perhaps,  in  very 
rare  cafes,  may  be  requifite. 

An  antifeptic  laxative  is  a much  fafer  prac- 
tice. 

A laxative  not  only  evacuates  the  offending 
matter  from  the  whole  inteftinal  tube,  but  pre- 
pares the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  after  being 
thus  cleanfed,  for  the  reception  of  large  and 
repeated  dofes  of  bark,  fo  neceffary  in  this 
diforder. 

The  vomiting,  on  the  contrary,  by  inverting 

E 3 the 
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the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines,  may  create  fuch  a naufea,  that  the 
ftomach  will  not  be  able  to  bear  the  antifep- 
tics ; this,  though  it  may  not  always  prove 
fatal,  retards  the  progrefs  of  the  cure.  Lofs 
of  time  is  frequently  lofs  of  life  in  fuch  a rava- 
ging diforder. 

The  exciting  fuch  an  univerfal  fhock  in  a 
local  difeafe,  is  quite  contrary  to  the  moft  ex- 
cellent intentions  of  cure,  which  are  not  to  fti- 
mulate  violent  adtion  in  the  arterial  fyftem,  but 
to  corredt  and  counteradt  the  putrid  tendency 
of  the  diforder.  Emetics  have  no  antifeptic 
qualities;  but,  by  their  force  and  violence,  in- 
creafe  heat,  pcrfpiration,  he.,  which,  in  this 
diforder,  Ihould  be  avoided,,  unleis  in  very  An- 
gular cafes. 

hi.  Diluting  Liquors,  as  'Lea,  &c. 

Diluting  the  blood  in  fevers,  he.,  is  prefent 
in  the  mouth  of  all  mankind,  whether  medi- 
cal or  not,  though  the  theoretical  dodtrines  on 
which  diluting  was  built  by  the  celebrated 
Boerhaave,  and  many  of  his  followers,  have 
been  long  refuted  *. 

The 

* It  is  no  refle&ion  on  the  great  Boerhaave,  that  many 
newer  difeoveries  have  refuted  his  do&rines : he  promoted  the 
greateft  fpirit  of  inquiry  through  Europe,  and  the  world  are 

T ' ' much 
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The  blood  is  not  fo  eafily  dilutable  in  inflam- 
matory diforders  as  may  be  imagined  ; but  in 
the  putrid,  that  have  fuch  a known  tendency  to 
diflolving  the  crafls,  and  inducing  a putrefac- 
tive ftate  of  the  blood,  nothing  can  be  more 
prepofterous. 

Teas,  and  all  watery  or  warm  liquids,  relax 
the  ftomach  and  whole  body  j therefore  are 
quite  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  bark,  tonics, 
vitriolic  acids,  and  all  antifeptics. 

If  bark  and  other  tonics  and  antifeptics  be 
proper  in  putrefactive  difeafes,  which  a feries 
of  fuccefsful  praCtice  proves,  all  teas  and  dilu- 
ters , as  they  are  called,  rnuft  be  improper  and 
injurious. 

Tonics  and  antifeptics  check  the  diflolving 
tendency  of  the  fluids  in  the  putrid  fore  throat, 
and  in  all  putrid  remitting  fevers,  aCting  as 
bracers ; relaxing  diluters , as  teas,  &c.,  induce 
laxity,  and  increafe  the  putrefactive  difpofition. 

The  ulcerated  throat,  therefore,  is  befl  treat- 
ed when  diluting  liquors  are  moft  avoided. 

iv.  The  detaining  patients  in  bed , and  promo- 
ting perfpiration. 

The  ulcerated  fore  throat  is  a local  difeafe, 
not  requiring  fo  univerfal  a remedy  as  conti- 
nued perfpiration. 


much  obliged  to  this  phyfician  for  many  improvements  made 
by  his  fucccflors. 

E 4 The 
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The  bed  promotes  heat  and  perfpiration  ; 
therefore  ffiould  be  rejected. 

Heat  increafes  the  putrid  tendency  of  the 
fluids,  and  relaxes  the  whole  body  ; but  as  the 
putrid  tendency  is  local,  and  eallly  reftrained 
by  cool  air  and  antifeptic  remedies ; whatever 
promotes  a general  relaxation  of  the  folids,  or 
a diflolution  of  the  fluids,  as  breathing  in  re- 
fpired  air,  or  perfpirable  exhalations,  is  likely 
to  increafe  the  difeafe,  and  render  its  cure  more 
difficult. 

The  petechia,  or  eruptions  in  this  diforder, 
which  the  objectionable  writers  mention  as  fa- 
lutary,  are  commonly  the  production  of  art, 
and  the  effeCt  of  a hot  perfpiratory  clinical  re- 
gimen. They  were  produced  in  the  cafe  re- 
cited, moft  probably,  by  the  muftard  whey  in- 

* 

ducing  heat  and  perfpiration. 

If  the  putrid  fore  throat  be  properly  treated, 
there  is  no  neceffity  for  expeCting  an  eruption  ; 
which  fymptom  is  oftener  produced  by  medi- 
cine injudicioufly  applied,  than  the  diforder. 

v.  The  depending  on  infignijicant  remedies  in  fo 
dangerous  a diforder , &c. 

The  pulvis  contrayerv.  compofit.  is  a very  tri- 
fling medicine  in  fo  fatal  a diforder.  The  ori- 
gin of  this  preparation  was  founded  in  credu- 
lous fuperflition,  or  while  the  furor  lafted  con- 
cerning acids  and  alcalies. 
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A few  grains.,  or  half  a drachm,  is  directed. 
I have  feen  an  ounce  or  two  of  this  powder  re- 
peatedly {wallowed,  by  way  of  experiment, 
without  any  fenfible  effeCt ; the  conclufion  is 
obvious.  Many  other  celebrated  remedies  have 
undergone  the  fame  trial  with  like  effect : thefe 
will  be  accurately  confulered  in  the  Schola  Medi- 
cine univerfalis  nova  •*. 

The  prefcribing  vinum  croceum  and  two  grains 
of  camphor  fhew  little  knowledge  of  the  difor- 
der,  or  improved  practical  medicine. 

Some  medical  practitioners,  if  they  do  no 
fervice,  highly  applaud  themfelves  in  not  com- 
mitting injuries : they  fuffer  difeafes  to  take  a 
natural  courfe,  under  the  wife  and  fpecious  di- 
rection of  nature. 

' ' i , K 

This  invifible  agent,  nominated  nature , is  a 
common  and  ancient  expreffion,  very  familiar 
in  medical  difcourfes,  and  unmeaning  language 
of  the  multitude,  but  hitherto  undefined. 

To  enumerate,  defcribe,  or  expatiate  on  all 
the  pretended  attributes  of  what  has  been  pro- 
nounced nature , would  comprehend  a confide- 
rable  mafs  of  all  the  vlfionary  caprices,  whims, 

* A work  in  Latin,  comprehending  all  the  branches  of 
medicine,  and  neweft  difcoveries.  Above  forty  copper  plates 
are  already  engraved  for  this  laborious  performance,  which 
has  already  been  the  labor  of  many  years. 

hypocritical 
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hypocritical  cant,  and  falfe  hypothcfes,  of  an- 
cient and  modern  phyfic  : this  the  intentions  of 
the  prefent  produ&ion  cannot  admit. 

1.  It  has  been  a received  opinion,  that  nature 
difeovers  when  a difeafe  is  prefent,  and  rings 
the  alarm  bell  to  the  mental  intelligence. 

2.  The  fame  nature  has  a fecret  mode  of  re- 
pelling the  enemy,  and  points  out  to  the  phyil- 
cian  the  beft  means. 

5.  That  a phyfician  fhould  imitate  nature  in 
the  cure  of  difeafes. 

4 That  the  diforders  fhould  be  left  to  nature, 
and  the  phyfician  fhould  watch  with  vigilance 
the  intentions  of  nature,  and  fecond  her  efforts. 

5.  That  phyficians  were  only  the  miniflersof 
: nature , and  had  only  to  follow  the  vis  medica- 
trix  nature. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  comprehend  or 
explain  what  is  meant  by  nature',  for  all  the 
writers  on  this  fubjedf  are  obfeure,  and  yet 
plaufible  to  thofe  who  receive  phrafes  or  words 
for  inveftigations  and  truth,  or  appearances  for 
realities. 

It  is  therefore  attacking  a vifionary  phantom, 
perhaps,  to  oppofe  the  word  nature  in  any  phi- 
lofophical  ferutiny.  The  word  nature  feems  an 
apology  for  every  thing  inexplicable,  and  con- 
tains as  much  meaning  as  the  occult  qualities  of 

Ariftotle, 
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Ariftotle,  the  Archaus  of  Van  Helmont,  or  the 
vis  confervatrix  medicatrix  natures  of  Stahl, 
and  many  modern  phyficians.  3 

The  word  nature,  as  ufed  in  medicine,  is  in- 
tended to  convey  the  fenfations  of  pain,  the 
battle  between  difeafe  and  the  conftitution  in 
various  diforders,  and  their  natural  termina- 
tion, without  the  art  of  medicine. 

The  natural  and  beft  method  of  repelling 
dangerous  fymptoms,  it  is  faid,  nature  plainly 
points  out  to  an  obferving  phyfician  *. 

It  is  denied,  that  what  is  called  nature , in 
this  fenfe,  either  judicioufiy  alarms  mankind  in 
ficknefs  of  approaching  danger,  diredls  the 
means  of  recovery,  or  difeovers  to  the  phyfi- 
cian the  moft  eligible  modes  of  treatment. 

Symptoms  of  difeafes  indicate  to  phyficians 
their  differences. 

* Many  medical  readers,  for  they  merit  not  the  name  of 
phyficians,  or  true  obfervers  of  difeafes,  boaft  of  the  extraor- 
dinary wifdom  of  the  ancients  in  curing  the  affe&ions  of  the 
human  body  by  obferving  nature. 

Seventy  patients  died  out  of  a hundred  in  the  epidemics  of 
Hippocrates;  and  whoever  will  impartially  examine  the  caufe, 
capable  of  judging,  will  pronounce  the  great  father  of  medicine 
totally  ignorant  of  the  caufes  of  fevers,  or  the  ufe  of  reme- 
dies. Elegant  deferiptions  may  raife  the  reputation  of  a 
writer,  but  they  cannot  remove  diforders. 

' The 
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The  induflry  of  phyficians,  not  tnvifille  na- 
ture, has  demonftrated  by  difledtions  after  death, 
and  by  various  modern  difcoveries,  the  fimila- 
rity,  diffimilarity,  and  true  caufes  of  difeafes. 

The  induflry  and  experience  of  phyficians, 
not  nature , in  the  patient’s  conftitution,  dif- 
covered  bleeding  and  aijtiphlogiflic  remedies 
to  be  proper  in  true  inflammatory  diflempers, 
though  hurtful  in  putrid  : on  the  contrary, 
medical  obfervation,  reafoning,  and  jufl  con- 
clufions,  not  nature , demonftrated  bark  and  an- 
tifeptics,  fo  ufeful  in  putrid  complaints,  to  be 
injurious  in  the  pleurily,  inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  and  other  true  inflammations. 

Difeafes,  operating  in  the  human  body,  fum- 
moning  and  alarming  this  nature , never  difco- 
vered  bark  to  be  ufeful  in  intermittent  fevers, 
antimony  in  others,  mercury  in  the  lues  vene- 
rea, &c.,  &c. ; but  commonly  chance,  acci- 
denty  or  bold  empiricifm.  Afterwards  the  fadts 
and  experiments  were  reduced  to  greater  regu- 
larity by  learned  and  reafoning  phyficians. 

It  mufl  obvioufly  appear,  that  nature  neither 
difcovers  to  the  fuffering  patient,  nor  the  phy- 
fician,  the  various  flages  or  differences  of  dif- 
eafes. 

Nature  clamoroufly  calls  for  more  ffrong  li- 
quor in  drunkennefs. 


Nature 
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Nature  inclines  the  fluids  and  folids  to  a Hate 
of  diflolutlon  in  putrid  difeafes. 

Nature , in  the  pleurify  or  peripneumony, 
never  directed  large  bleedings,  evacuants,  dia- 
phoretics, bliflers,  be.  Thele  diforders,  left 
to  nature , prove  fatal,  as  likewife  many  others. 

Nature  creates  a great  fenfation  of  third;  in 
dropfies,  which,  if  gratified,  untefs  in  warm 
climates,  where  perfpiration  or  a large  evacua- 
tion of  urine  is  the  effedt,  mu  ft  do  mifehief. 
Where  the  blood  is  already  watery,  aqueous  or 
palatable  diluting  drink  can  only  relax  the  pa- 
tient, and  caufe  the  difeafe  to  prove  foonc* 
fatal. 

Nature  prompts  confumptive  perfons,  and 
debilitated  old  age,  to  purfueand  indulge  amo- 
rous pafiions,  though  the  confequences  are 

frequently  fatal  to  both. 

\ 

Nature  is  fo  excellent  a guide,  that  it  in- 
clines infants  of  the  lower  clafles  of  the  peo- 
ple to  drink  porter,  gin,  brandy,  rum,  or  other 
fpirits,  after  once  having  tafted  thofe  fiery  li-  • 
quors,  fo  deftrudtive  to  children 

Nature 3 
\ 

* In  fome  diftri&s  in  London  feenes  of  this  nature  may  be 
condantly  feen.  Infants  of  beggars,  and  the  very  lower  clafs 
are  plied  with  gin  or  anifeed  as  fad  as  their  parents  drink  : 
shev  hold  out  their  little  hands  for  a fhare,  and  become  outra- 
geous 
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Nature , in  the  early  part  of  life,  would  be 
guilty  of  innumerable  inlfances  of  unfeemly  ac- 
tions and  indecencies,  did  not  the  refinements 
of  education  and  laws  of  civilifed  focieties  re- 
train mankind. 

It  would  be  curious,  if  it  were  poffible,  to 
confider  man  in  a ftate  of  nature  and  refine- 
ment; afeertain  the  births  and  difeafes,  and 
deaths  of  both  : it  would,  perhaps,  be  found 
that  millions  of  the  uncivilifed  periih  through 
ignorance  or  fuperftition,  while  as  many  of  the 
politer  nations  are  preferved  by  reafon,  fore- 
fight, and  judicious  prevention. 

Nature  fends  the  plague  and  other  epidemi- 
cal difeafes,  by  which,  in  the  Turkifh  domi- 
nions, millions  are  annually  llaughtered. 

Though  thefe  diforders  are  common,  yet  it 
Is  indifputably  true,  that  in  countries  where  it 
is  moll  deftrudtive  the  people  are  moll  igno- 
rant of  any  rational  prevention  or  cure. 

Neither  the  experience  of  ages,  nor  nature , in 
thofe  countries,  have  indicated  any  rational 
means  of  treatment ; but  the  induftry  of  learned 


geous  if  not  indulged.  At  a moderate  computation,  I can 
prove  that  five  or  more  children  die  ont  of  ten,  by  improper 
management,  under  two  years.  Perhaps  a proper  and  humane 
interference  of  the  Legiflaturc  might  prevent  fuch  devaftation 
of  the  human  fpecies,  arifing  more  from  ignorance  than  de- 
fign. 
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Europeans  have  made  extraordinary  and  ufefu! 
difcQveries  in  the  plague,  &c.  * 

Nature,  or  infectious  air,  indubitably  pro- 
duces the  putrid,  ulcerated  fore  throat;  but 
what  remedy  or  indication  has  been  difoovered 
by  nature  for  this  dil'eafe  ? 

Nature  vehemently  defires  cold  drink  when 
men  are  overheated  by  any  violent  exercife; 
drinking  cold  liquors,  or  water,  at  fuch  times, 
have  produced  fudden  death,  inflammatory  or 
fatal  fevers. 

If  nature  directed,  wifely,  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  fhe  would  prompt  man  to  his  dellruc- 
tion. 

Nature  and  reafott  tnuft  not  be  confounded  - 
the  former  is  an  internal  flimniator  of  man,  in- 
dining  him  to  various  dangers  and  misfortunes  a 
the  latter  is  a practical  fyftem,  founded  on  the 
experience  and  reflection  of  the  mofl  ingeni- 
ous and  ftudious  men  for  ages,  the  protestor 
and  preferver,  as  far  as  human  induilry  ex- 
tends, of  either  health,  eafe,  or  happinefs. 

Nature  does  not  cure  the  ague;  but  bark 
and  tonics,  with  certainty. 

* Sole  experience,  for  ages,  fcaree  improved  pTryfic ; nesr 
tJoes  the  hngejl  experience  ever  fortu  a great  phyLciau  i -ok]  age 
often  rivets  the  fallacies  driven  into  the  juvenile  mimL  Jii-c 
deep  and  confiant  fiudy,  refle&ion  on  every  day’s  pra£M«e, 
an  unprejudiced  mind,  and  the  confiant  exercife  of  good 
fenfe,  that  improves  the  art. 


Nature 
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Nature  being  fuffered  to  prefide  in  repeated 
colds,  coughs,  pleurify,  or  pulmonic  inflam- 
mation, either  produces  aflhma,  confumption, 
emphyfema,  or  is  fatal  to  the  patient ; whereas, 
by  not  milling  to  nature , thefe  difeafes,  when 
recent,  are  frequently  prevented  or  removed  by 
die  medical  art. 

A phrenitis , or  inflammation  of  the  brain 
and  its  membranes,  if  left  to  nature , foon  pro- 
duces mortification  of  the  parts  ; but  being  ju- 
dicioufly  treated  by  medicine,  it  is  often  cured. 

Nature  adls  very  unkindly  in  many  chronic 
diforders  — the  gout,  for  inftance  : for  apo- 
plexy and  fudden  death  is  frequently  the  confe- 
quence  of  a retroceflion,  as  it  is  called,  of  the 
gout  attacking  the  vital  parts. 

The  fuppofition,  that  what  has  been  fo  fpe- 
eioufly  called  nature  being  capable  of  perform- 
ing fuch  wonders  in  difeafes,  has  led  mankind 
into  many  fatal  errors.  Recent  diforders  are  ea- 
fily  cured,  in  many  inftances ; but  by  depending 
on  nature , what,  in  the  commencement,  appear- 
ed trivial,  has  become  a diforder  of  great  mag- 
nitude. This  every  experienced  phyfician’s 
daily  practice  may  fully  prove.  Mankind  too 
often  negledt  rational  medical  advice,  when  the 
art  can  anfwer  the  moll  beneficial  purpofes,  and 
call  for  aflillance  when  diforders  become  very 
formidable,  or  even  incurable.  This  not  un- 

frequently 
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frequently  happens  from  depending  on  what  is 
called  nature. 

Nature  induces  favage  nations  to  eat  one  ano- 
ther, their  children,  or  enemies. 

Nature  prompts  men  to  vicious  paffions,  fre- 
quently productive  of  great  injufhice  and  mif- 
for  tunes,  not  only  to  empires,  but  to  civil  fo- 
ciety* 

If  nature  be  allowed  to  govern  the  ac- 
tions, paffions,  or  difeafes  of  mankind,  and  to 
difcover  the  mod:  effectual  remedies ; fuch  doc- 
trine  is  only  applicable  to  favages,  who  live  in  a 
ftate  of  rude  nature ; beings  who  hunt  for  food* 
live  in  fields  and  woods,  eat  the  natural  uncul- 
tivated productions  of  the  earth,  without  co- 
verings to  their  bodies,  &c.  In  civilized  Eu- 
ropean  countries,  in  proportion  as  people  are 
reared  from  fuch  a ftate  of  favage  nature,  and 
as  they  refine  in  their  habitations,  tables,  and 
indulge  in  luxuries,  fo  proportiohably  medicine 
fhould  change  the  modes  of  curing  difeafes. 
The  nobleman,  who,  from  infancy,  poffeffes 
every  fpecies  of  luxurious  life,  fhould  not  be 
treated,  if  indifpofed,  like  the  rough,  mafcu- 
line,  field  ruftic,  or  American  favage. 

The  great  partizans  for  following  what  they 
call  nature , fhould  firft  reduce  mankind  to  their 
original  ftate  of  barbarity,  without  any  cul- 
tivation of  the  arts  or  fciences,  & c , and  then 

F might 
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might  appear  fome  fliadow  of  reafoning  in  their 
profeffions  concerning  nature. 

From  long  obfervation,  from  reiterated  and 
cool  reflection  on  thefe  fubjedts,  it  is  affirmed, 
that  difeafes  can  be  never  worfe  managed  than 
when  left  chiefly  to  nature ; nor  can  there  be 
greater  reafon  for  a fuccefsful  expectation  in 
their  events,  than  if  Ikilfully  and  judicioufly 
treated  by  art  from  their  commencement  *. 

Numerous  inftances,  befides,  of  nature  (Ire- 
nuoufly  requiring  what  is  likely  to  prove  moft 
injurious,  might  be  adduced. 

If  nature  were  to  be  imitated  in  the  cure  of 
difeafes,  it  would  be  firfl:  neceflary  to  determine 
what  difeafes  are  curable  by  nature:  thele,  on 

* A phyfician  of  great  eminence  in  this  metropolis  was 
called  to  a young -gentleman,  fuddeuly  attacked  with  a phre- 
nitis ; the  puife  almoft  immediately  funk  to  about  forty.  He 
was  in  the  vigor  of  health  before  the  diforder  commenced. 
The  phyfician,  a great  follower  of  what  he  called  nature , 
would  not  fufferthe  patient  to  undergo  a large  bleeding,  which 
was  propofed  from  phyfiological  reafoning  : he  obftinately  in- 
filled on  waiting  nature , to  fee  what  fhe  would  perform,  and 
the  young  gentleman  died  in  three  days. 

I opened  the  fubjeft,  and  found,  what  had  been  predi&cd, 
an  extravafation  of  blood  from  a rupture  of  a velfel  in  the 
brain.  There  was  great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  a large  bleeding 
in  the  jugular  might  have  faved  this  patient.  A patient  of 
Mr.  Samuel's,  of  High  Street,  Marybone,  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftanccs,  was  cured  by  large  bleedings,  antimonial  diaphore- 
tics, and  aftive  purges,  under  my  direflion. 
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examination,  would  be  found  very  few,  either 
acute  or  chronic. 

If  the  putrid  fore  throat  be  left  to  nature , 
no  phyfician  will  doubt  of  its  generally  killing 
the  patient;  but,  not  leaving  it  to  nature, 
lives  are  preferved  by  the  certain  cure  of  the 
diforder,  not  difeovered  by  nature , but  human 
fludy  and  experience. 

, If  the  venereal  difeafe  were  left  to  nature , 
rotten  bones,  ulcers,  the  lofs  of  the  nofe,  and 
other  parts,  would  indubitably  be  the  confe- 
quence,  accompanied  with  a long  train  of  mi- 
fery ; but,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  difeoveries 
of  medicine,  not  of  nature , this  dreadful  dif- 
eafe is  now,  with  certainty,  remediable. 

Ulcers  of  the  legs  are  curable  not  by  nature, 
but  a regular  courfe  of  mineral  alteratives. 
How  many  have  led  miferable  lives  before  thefe 
methods  were  difeovered,  under  an  abfurd  fup- 
pofition  that  Jlinking  old  ulcers  were  falutary, 
and  therefore  fhould  be  left  to  nature * ? 

If,  by  underftanding  conjervatrix  vel  vis  me- 
dicatrix  nature , it  is  meant  that  a phyfician 
Ihould  comprehend  the  power  and  force  of  a 

* Above  twenty  years  ago  I difeovered  a method  of  curing 
old  ulcerated  legs,  which  long  experience  has  reduced  to  a 
Certainty.  This,  with  all  the  improvements,  theoretic  princi- 
ples, and  remedies,  has  been  lately  publilhed  in  a Treatife 
for  the  benefit  of  junior  Surgeons,  who  defirc  to  cure  pa- 
tients, and  will  depart  from  old  prejudices, 

F 2 difeafe 
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difeafe  ifl  the  conftitution,  and  of  medicine  in 
the  cure,  it  is  acknowledged  fuch  fcience  is 
abfolutely-neceffary. 

Nature , however,  never  indicated  one  nor 
the  other  ; but  fymptoms,  and  the  known  ef- 
fedfs  of  remedies;  which  having  been  afeer- 
tained  by  numerous  fadts  in  pradtice,  and  ra- 
tional medicine,  cannot  be  attributed  to  what 
fo  pompoufly  is  denominated  nature. 

Thefe  curfory  refledtions,  on  an  old  phrafe, 
which  has  ever  been  ufed  as  an  ancient  and 
modern  fubflitute  for  real  knowledge,  and  a 
cloak  for  ignorance,  would  not  have  appeared, 
were  it  not  requilite  to  attempt  the  abolition 
of  fallacious  delufions,  fo  difgraceful  to  true 
fcience.  This  pretenfion,  of  fubmitting  difeafes 
to  nature , has  induced  phyficiaos,  who  received 
fhadows  for  fubftances,  with  great  appearance 
of  gravity,  folemnity,  and  a profufion  of  pom- 
pofity,  to  fuffer  their  patients  to  perifh yfecundum 
naturam , in  various  difeafes. 

It  has  been  produdfive  of  an  inefficacious 
pradlice  ; for  phyficians,  pretending  to  follow 
nature , have  declined  adting  with  fpirit,  when 
the  moll  urgent  neceffity  required  it ; and  they 
have  often  preferibed,  in  the  commencement  of 
difeafes,  violent  emetics,  or  purges,  8cc.,  when 
nature , to  ufe  their  own  term,  never  diredted 
any  fuch  adtive  remedies. 
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Thefe  fails,  the  works  of  hundreds  of  an- 
cient, and  even  the  practice  of  many  modern 
phyficians,  amply  teftify.,  particularly  on  the 
Continent. 

Again,  at  tho'fe  periods,  or  ftages  of  difor- 
ders,  in  which  a phyfician  fhould  not  look  but 
ail,  the  fame  JeElatorcs  nature  have  remained, 
inaitive,  and  inftead  of  proceeding  to  deci- 
dedly prefcribe  the  mod  efficacious  mercu- 
♦ 

rials,  autimonials,  bark,  or  antifeptics,  they 
have  placidly  become  idle  fpeilators  of  the  pa- 
tient’s death,  under  the  difguifed  and  modeft 
malk  of  t rafting  all  to  nature . 

Notwithdanding  the  numerous  difeoveries 
and  improvements  of  many  excellent  phyficians, 
particularly  in  this  country,  there  are  many 
other  fimilar  prejudices,  which  require  a total 
exclufion  from  the  art.  The  ancient  and  mo- 
dern doitrines  have  been  fo  intimately  blended, 
that,  without  a thorough  reformation,  and  ex- 
punilion  of  many  received  opinions,  the  art 
will  never  acquire  that  dignity  and  perfection 
which' every  humane  phyfician  mud  devoutly 
with,  though,  perhaps,  from  the  clafhing  of 
interefts,  pride,  and  prejudices,  it  may  be 
thought  vifionary  to  expedt. 

vi.  The  applications  of  blijlers  unneceffary,  &rc. 

The  application  of  a blifter  to  the  throat  ap- 
pears an  uncertain  curative  practice.  Where 

F 3 ' , there 
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there  exifts  already  a very  increafed  ftimulus, 
it  cannot  rationally  be 
lant. 

When  the  fluids  are  in  a difpofition  to  pro- 
duce gangrene,  or  mortifications,  it  may  be  a 
queftion  worthy  of  confideration,  whether  blif- 
ters,  by  increafing  arterial  adtion,  may  not  pro- 
mote heat,  inflammation,  and  a difpofition  to 
putrefadtion. 

Bliflers,  in  the  anafarcous  dropfy,  have  been 
frequently  known  to  induce  a mortification  in 
the  limbs,  and  to  occafion  death. 

As  to  their  application  in  the  putrid  fore 
throat,  though  they  have  been  often  prefcribed, 
yet  they  have  not  proved  a fatal  remedy  like 
bleeding ; for  numerous  patients  recovered  who 
have  been  bliftered. 


prefcribed  as  a ftimu- 


The  proof,  however,  fchat  bliftered  patients 
have  efcaped  death,  is  no  recommendation  cf 
its  falutary  effedts.  They  have  recovered  even 
when  fweating  and  the  hot  regimen  have  been 
advifed.  Singular  inftances  might  be  produced 
of  perfons  recovering  of  difeafes,  in  which  the 
moft  prepofterous  pradtice,  ignorance  could  in- 
vent, has  been  prefcribed  : but  fingle  and  extra- 
ordinary  inftances  of  efcapes  from  dangerous 
fituations,  in  any  affair  of  life,  is,  by  no  means, 
to  be  admitted  as  a rule  for  human  condudh 
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It  is  not  here  intended  to  fhew,  by  what  vari- 
ous and  oppofite  practices,  fome  few  have 
braved  the  danger  of  the  difeafe ; but,  by  com- 
paring different  methods  of  treatment,  to  feled; 
for  ufe  the  mod  rational  and  fuccefsful. 

If  blifbers  are  likely  to  prove  ferviceable,  it 
fhould  feem,  they  are  mod  rationally  prefer ibed 
when  the  throat  is  mod  tumefied ; but  in  nu- 
merous indances  of  the  putrid  fore  throat  little 
or  no  tumor  appears. 

The  difficulty  of  fwallowing  is  more  owing 
to  a putrid  - tending  affedtion  of  the  uvula, 
fauces,  mufcles,  and  other  parts  neceflary  for 
deglutition,  than  to  tumors ; which  are  more 
common  to  the  true  inflammatory  or  dropfical 
fvvelling  of  the  throat  than  the  ulcerated  j in 
which  former  cafes  blidering  inay  have  excel- 
lent advantages. 

On  the  whole,  I have  rarely  preferibed  buf- 
fering to  innumerable  patients  in  the  putrid, 
ulcerated  fore  throat,  and  have  never  feen  one 
patient  die  of  this  diforder,  who  was  treated, 
from  its  commencement,  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended in  this  little  eflay. 

In  putrid  fevers,  the  efficacy  of  bliders  is 
extremely  dubious ; but  in  delirium,  or  in  ar - 
ticulo  mortis , this  application  may  be  lefs  ex- 
ceptionable, as  the  patient  may  die  whether 
filiflers  be  applied  or  rejected.  In  fuch  defpe- 
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rate  fituations,  medicine  may  be  more  jufliliabte 
in  attempting  relief  from  every  quarter,  how- 
ever trivial,  than  to  defert  the  afflidted  in  fuch 
moments  of  imminent  danger. 

Blifters  to  the  throat,  then,  in  the  diforder 
now  treated  on,  are  confidered  unneceffary,  and 
perhaps  injurious,  as  a fcptic,  exciting  addi- 
tional mifery,  without  any  advantages ; they 
are,  therefore,  excluded,  as  poffeffing  no  anti- 
feptic  qualities  to  reftrain  the  rapid  and  dange- 
rous progrefs  of  this  putrid  difeafe, 

vii.  Waiting  to  the  third , fourth , or  fifth  day 
before  adminifiering  the  bark , &c. 

Fothergill,  Huxham,  and  other  celebrated 
writers,  have  erred  in  this  inftance,  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  diforder  and  its  remedies  be- 
ing in  thi4r  infancy,  when  thefe  authors  pub- 
liihed  their  obfervations. 

More  recent,  repeated  trials,  and  conftant 
fuccefs,  have  proved  the  neceffity  of  imme- 
diately adminifiering  the  bark  and  antilcptics, 
after  clearing  the  flomach  and  inteflines  by  an 
antiputrefcent  laxative  of  the  decodl.  fenai,  ta- 
marind, and  cremo.r  tartar,  rhubarb.  See.  - 

If  the  bark  and  antifeptics  of  the  vitriolic 
clafs  be  immediately  directed,  all  the  dange- 
rous fymptoms  are  prevented,  and  the  very 
eaufe  o-f  the  diforder  is  removed  by  the  re- 
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{training  and  antiputrefcent  qualities  of  thofe 
remedies. 

viii.  Admin  jlering  the  hark  in  the  form  of  a 
tinfture. 

The  fymptoms  of  heat,  thirft,  or  quick 
pulfe,  which  phyficians  have  thought  fufficrent 
for  oppofing  the  immediate  ufe  of  the  bark, 
are  the  molt  cogent  reafons  for  its  adminifira- 
tion.  Thele  figns  always  arife  from  the  putrid 
taint  vitiating  the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  and 
operating  as  a ftimulus  on  the  pulfatory  l'olids. 

The  fooncr  and  more  powerfully  the  anti- 
feptics  are  applied,  the  lefs  ravages  the  putrid- 
tending  fluids  make  in  the  conftitution.  It  is 
certainly  more  humane  and  eligible  to  cure  a 
dangerous  difeafe  in  two  or  three  days,  than  to 
fuffer  it  to  ravage  uncontrolled  in  the  habit  four 
or  five  days,  at  the  hazard  of  lofing  the  pa- 
tient, before  the  mod  efficacious  remedy  is  pre- 
ferred. It  is  not  to  the  honor  of  medicine  to 
voluntarily  engage  im  hazardous,  and  fometimes 
infurmountable  difficulties,  when  they  may  be 
avoided/ merely  to  fliew  the  power  of  the  art. 

To  avert  probable  danger,  and  reftrain  dif- 
eafes  inftantaneoufly,  if  poflible,  is  mod  com- 
mendable in  all  the  diforders  incident  to  the 
human  body.  ■ 

Whenever  the  bark  and  antifeptics? are  omit- 
ted in  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe,  ‘or 

given 
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given  in  fo  trivial  a manner  as  in  the  form  of  a 
tin&ure,  the  opportunities  of  faring  the  pa- 
tient are  often  loft,  and  the  diforder  increafing 
in  malignity,  may  become  fatal  to  thofe  who 
are  the  unfortunate  victims  of  its  attack. 

On  the  contrary,  when  the  moft  efficacious 
methods  are  adopted,  the  diforder  is  not  only 
rendered  milder  by  never  fuffering  it  to  become 
very  dangerous ; but  the  contagion  itfelf,  in 
fome  meafure,  is  checked,  which  muft  be  a 
real  benefit  to  the  attendants  or  vifitors  of  the 
flek,  and  fociety  in  general. 

ix.  The  giving  Dr.  James’s  powder,  tartar 
emetic,  or  any  other  antimonial  or  diaphoretic  me- 
dicines, he. 

The  nobleft  medicines,  the  art  of  phyfic  has 
to  boaft  of,  are  the  above  and  fimilar  antimo- 
nials. 

The  efficacy  of  antimonials,  in  febrile  dif* 
eafes  of  the  true  inflammatory  clafs,  have  been 
fo  long  known  in  this  conntry,  and  are  now  fo 
univerfally  applied,  that  they  require  no  addi- 
tional encomiums. 

In  other  fevers,  from  different  caufes,  in  the 
gout,  rheumatifm,  pleurify,  peripneumony, 
inflammatory  fore  throat,  and  a variety  of  other 
difeales,  James’s  powder,  tartar  emetic,  and 
flmilar  antimonial  preparations,  are  in  fuch 
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general  ufe  and  approbation  ; that  they  are  pre- 
scribed, fometimes,  when  their  power  is  not  re- 
quired, and  where  they  may  prove  injurious. 

Dr.  James’s  powder,  which  I have  formerly 
prefcribed,  in  His  Majefly’s  fervice,  is  in  fuch 
eftimation  in  this  country,  and  its  effects  fo 
well  known,  tjiat  though  I am  no  admirer  of 
fecrets,  or  what  are  vulgarly  called  quack  me- 
dicines, yet  it  would  be  injuflice  not  to  ap- 
plaud this  valuable  medicine  *.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly an  antimonial : its  effects  are  exactly  fimi- 
lar  to  the  tartarum  emeticum , regulated  in  pro- 
per dofes ; one  or  the  other  may  be  equally- 
depended  on,  when  fkilfully  applied,  which 
abundance  of  practice  daily  confirms. 

V > 

It  is  not  derogatory  to  any  medicine,  how- 
ever efficacious,  to  deny  its  utility  in  fome  cafes. 
Antimonials,  fuch  as  have  been  juft  mentioned, 
are  more  univerfally  active  in  the  human  body, 
and  have  a more  general  utility,  than  any  medi- 
cines yet  difcovered ; but  their  powers  and  ef- 
fects are  more  beneficial  in  univerfal  than  par- 
tial or  local  difeafes,  like  the^  putrid,  malig- 
nant, ulcerated  fore  throat. 

* The  prefent  ufe  and  knowledge  of  antimonials  is,  per- 
haps, owing  to  the  introduttion  of  this  medicine  by  Dr. 
James:  it  was  violently  oppofed,  until  repeated  trials  efta- 
blilhed  its  reputation. 


Antimonials 
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Antimonials  operate  by  vomiting,  purging, 
increafed  perfpiration,  or  urine. 

In  many  acute,  dangerous  fevers,  it  is  fur- 
prifing  what  excellent  advantages  they  effeCt  ; 
but  as  the  putrid,  ulcerated  fore  throat  neither 
requires  vomiting,  purging,  profufe  perfpira- 
tion,  nor  an  increafe  of  urine,  antimonials  pro- 
ducing thefe  effects  are  unneccflary,  and  often 
injurious. 

It  would  be  a repetition  to  urge  more  in  op- 
polition  to  their  adminiflration,  as  thefe  fub- 
jeCts  have  been  already  confidered  amongft  the 
objections  to  vomiting  and  increafed  perfpira- 
tion. 

As  to  purging,  or  augmenting  the  quantity 
of  urine,  they  can  have  no  place  in  reftraining 
the  putrid  tendency  of  the  fluids  ; but  are  more 
likely  to  increafethe  difeafe. 

x.  The  decrying  the  bark  in  this  dangerous  dij- 
eafe , &c. 

The  reputation  of  the  bark  and  antifeptics 
are  fo  generally  known  in  the  difeafe'  here 
treated  of,  that  nothing  but  a total  unacquaint- 
ednefs  of  their  excellent  effeCts,  or  a predeter- 
mined obftinacy  and  oppofition  to  all  new  im- 
provements, could  induce  any  phyfician,  un- 
lefs  very  inexperienced,  to  doubt  their  united 
efficacy. 

- The 
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The  prejudices  of  education,  or  falfe  pride, 

may  operate  fo  powerfully  on  the  human  mind, 
that  it  is  poffible  for  a phyfician,  as  well  as 
the  red;  of  mankind,  to  acquire  old  age  with- 
out reaping  much  benefit  from  experience. 

' The  art  of  phyfic  requires  conflant  ftudy  and' 
application,  obfervation  on  practical  fadts,  and 
an  ardept  folicitude  for  inveftigating  caufes. 

Whoever  fuppofes,  after  the  mod:  regular 
education,  and  greateft  opportunities  for  im- 
provement in  practical  knowledge,  that  he  has 
nothing  more  to  learn,  will  never  become  what 
merits  the  appellation  of  a complete  phyfician. 

Every  year  produces  fome  new  difcoverics, 
and  every  year  requires  a recapitulation  of  for- 
mer attainments,  and  an  examination  of  prefent 
improvements. 

Though  it  may  fhew  great  wcaknefs  of  ira* 
derftanding,  or  credulity,  to  raflhly  embrace  all 
novelties,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  can 
be  more  dangerous  in  the  mind  of  a phyfician 
than  a fpecies  of  felf-important  pride,  which 
difregards  and  oppofes  every  new  difeovery, 
becaufe  it  happens  to  acquaint  themfelves  or 
mankind  of  former  errors. 

The  prefent  queflion,  whether  the  bark  and 
antifeptics  diould  be  decryed  in  the  cure  of 
the  putrid,  ulcerated  fore  throat,  has  been  fo 
dirongly  determined  in  the  negative,  that  who- 


ever 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 

' > 

ever  is  not  convinced,  by  the  united  voice  and 
obfervations  of  fo  many  pradtical  phyficians  in 
favor  of  the  bark,  muft  be  left  to  purfue  prac- 
tices replete  with  danger  to  fociety. 

xt.  The  checking  purgings  too  Juddenly , parti- 
cularly by  opiates , &cc. 

Opium,  a moft  efficacious  and  ufeful  remedy 
in  many  diftempers,  is  too  frequently  prefcribed 
in  fevers,  attended  with  purgings. 

Thefe  febrile  purgings  are  generally  owing 
to  putrid  or  acrimonious  matter  irritating  the 
ftomach  and  inteflines. 

In  the  putrid  fore  throat,  and  in  other  putrid 
dilcafes,  capable  of  producing  a brown  fur  on 
the  tongue,  or  about  the  teeth  and  their  inter- 
lfices,  fome  of  the  putrid  fordes  palling  with 
the  faliva  may  excite  purgings 

In  putrid  difeafes,  the  exhaling  arteries,  like- 
wife,  which  are  moft  minutely  fpread  on  the 
whole  furface  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
and  on  the  furfaces  of  all  the  vifcera,  may 
fend  off,  in  exhalations,  putrid  air  or  fluids. 

Purple  petechias,  or  fpots,  may  as  eafily  be 
conceived  on  the  internal  furface  of  the  intef- 
tines as  on  the  fkin  of  the  body  : putrid  exha- 
lations may  arife  as  frequently  in  one  part  as 
the  other. 

* The  thrujk  in  children  pafs  from  the  tongue  and  mouth 
through  the  celophagus,  ftomach,  and  inteftines : why  may 
not  the  fame  happen  to-  an  adult  in  the  putrid  fever  ? 

Diffcc- 
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Difledtions,  after  death,  in  putrid  diforders, 
commonly  ftiew  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  fpha- 
celated,  or  other  vifcera  in  a very  putrid  Hate. 

This  I can  afifert  from  my  own  difledtions. 

Thefe  putrid  exhalations,  or  other  accumu- 
lations on  the  lurface  of  the  inteftines,  poured 
forth  from  the  orifices  of  arteries,  in  which  the 
blood  is  accelerated,  and  in  a difpofition  to  pu- 
trefadtion,  muft  heighten  the  danger  in  ail  pu- 
trid fevers,  ulcerated  fore  throat,  &c. 

Some  of  thefe  putrid  particles  may  be  ab- 
forbed  by  the  abforbent  veins,  whether  they 
be  ladteals  or  inhalent  fanguiferous  veins ; the 
exiftence  and  power  of  thefe  laft,  I pledge 
myfelf  to  fully  prove  in  a manner  equally  de- 
monftrable  with  the  blood’s  circulating. 

Without  contending  whether  the  lymphatics 
alone  abforb,  or  the  capillary  fanguiferous  veins 
attradt,  and  receive  volatile , faline , and  other 
particles,  not  admiflible  in  the  lymphatics,  all 
fcientific  phyficians  and  anatomifts  agree  that 
the  lymphatics  certainly  abforb  j the  proofs  of 
which  are  fo  fully  illuftrated  by  many  ingeni- 
ous men,  that  no  farther  demonftrations  are 
wanted  to  evince  the  fadt  *. 

The  ladteals,  therefore,  on  the  furface  of  the 

inteftines 

* It  has  lately  been  imagined,  that  no  fyftem  of  vcflels  at- 
tract and  abforb  fuperfluous  humidity,  except  that  ftriCUy 
called  lymphatic,  confifting  of  the  lafleals,  receplaculum  chyli , 
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Inteftines  may  abforb  fo'me  of  the  putrid  par- 
ticles poured  out  of  the  mouthy  of  after ies* 
while  the  remaining  putrid  fluids  may  irritate 
the  inteftines,  increafe  their  periftaltic  motions, 
and  caufe  purgings,  either  the  diarrhoea  or  dy- 
fentery,  if  the  villous  coat  be  abratfed  or  de- 
ftroyed. 

The  abforption  of  putrid  particles  by  the 
laCtcals  being  conveyed  to  the  blood  by  the 
thoracic  duCt  entering  the  fubclavian  vein,  can 
eafily  give  additional  force  to  the  putrefactive 
miafmata  already  circulating  in  the  blood,  pro- 
ducing irritation,  quickened  circulation,  and 
alt  the  fymptoms  attendant  on  putrid  difeafes. 

The  prevention,  therefore,  or  evacuation  of 
any  putrid  collections  in  the  inteftines,  become 
a very  necefiary  objeCt  in  the  cure  of  putrid 
or  febrile  difeafes. 

The  preventative  practice  can  only  be  indeed 
conjectural,  by  fuppofing  the  poffibility  of  pu- 
trid collections  being  depofited  in  the  inteftinal 
canal. 

The  moft  rational  method  of  prevention  is 
to  adminifter  gentle  acid  laxatives,  only  fuffi- 
cient  to  prevent  conftipation. 

thoracic  du&,  and  lymphatic  abforbents  of  the  whole  body, 
terminating  in  the  left  and  right  fubclavian  veins.  This  doc- 
trine, though  much  countenanced,  is  certainly  erroneous,  as 
may  be  fully  proved  by  various  experiments. 
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Clyjlers , by  only  emptying  the  redlum,  car.- 
not  anfwer  this  purpofe-. 

Light  laxatives  pafs'.  from  the  ftomach 
through  all  the  inteftines,  anti  carry  before 
them  putrid  or  other  congeftions,  by  a circu- 
lar canal,  that  meafures  from  twelve  to  four- 
teen yards,  folded  in  various  forms  and  cir- 
cumvolutions ; fo  that  any  lodgment  of  of- 
fending matter  is  likely  to  be  removed  in  every 
part,  and  excluded.  . . - 

If  putrid  accumulations,  air,  or  fluids,  may- 
be fuppofed  poftible  to  remain  in  the  ftomach 
or  inteftines,  from  the  caufes  and  fadfs  alrea- 
dy enumerated,  it  muft  follow,  that  their  pre- 
vention or  adtual  evacuation  become  highly 
neceftary. 

If,  from  irritation,  they  produce  purgings, 
the  irritating  acrimony  fhould  certainly  be  dis- 
charged therefore  purging  with  acid,  corredt- 
ing,  and  antifepric  laxatives,  not  only  prevent, 
but  remove  the  danger,  which  putrefadlive  par- 
ticles might  create.  The  acrimonious,  putrid- 
tending  caufes  of  thofe  febrile  purgings  being 
removed,  all  the  mortiferous  or  threatening  ef- 
fedts  are  likely  to  ceafe  : this  I have  expe- 
rienced in  numerous  inftances,  both  in  the 
Weft-Indian  and  European  putrid  fevers  *. 


It 


* See  the  bilious  fever  in  Medical  Advice,  Ac. 
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It  fltould,  however,  be  remarked,  that  purg*" 
ing  violently,  or  repeatedly,  is  not  intend- 
ed ; rough  or  even  faline  purges,  fuch  as  fal 
Glauberi,  Rochelle  fait,  fal  polychreftus,  or 
other  neutral  purging  falts,  are  all  improper  in 
putrid  difeafes,  though  too  frequently  prefcri- 
bed  i it  requires  little  knowledge  of  chemiftry, 
the  intentions  and  effects  of  remedies  in  putrid 
affedtions,  to  peFceive  the  reafons. 

Therefore  fena,-  tamarinds,  cremor  tartari, 
ftewed  prunes,  and  fuch  like  mild  laxatives,  are 
moft  adapted  to  putrid  accumulations  in  the  fto- 
mach  or  inteftinal  canal,  with  tindture  of  fena, 
rhei,  or  pulvis  rhei,  &c. : thefe  fpirituous  tinc- 
tures, however,  are  improper,  if  the  ftomach 
or  inteftines  be  inflamed. 

As  a principal  part  of  the  cure  mnft  depend 
on  clearing  and  preferving  the  inteftines  from 
putrid  exhalations,  acrimony,  or  putrefactive" 
corroding  alvine  feces,  even  if  a purging  fhould 
be  prefent,  how  prepofterous  and  dangerous 
muft  that  prefcription  be  which  checks  the 
purgings  by  opium ? This  practice  has  indu- 
bitably proved  fatal  to  patients  in  many  in- 
ftances ; therefore  it  cannot  be  too  much  dif- 
countenanced. 

It  has  been  urged,  as  a reafon  for  reftraining 
the  purgings,  that  the  patient  will  perifli  under  a 
diarrhoea,  and  it  muft  be  confefled  that  this- 

may 
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<may  happen  ; but  in  ibme  inftances,  aft-cr  a dole 
of  rhubarb,  or  any  of  the  mentioned  laxatives, 
to  remove  the  irritating  caufe,  if  it  may  be 
thought  abfolutely  neceffary  to  check  the  pur- 
ging, folutions  of  extraCtum  ligni  Campechen- 
iis,  or  pulvis  terras  Japonicae,  &c.,  are  to  be 
preferred  to  opium , unlefs  the  cafe  be  abfolutely 
a diarrhoea,  not  arifing  from  febrile  impetus. 

Upon  confidering  the  whole,  great  reflection, 
caution,  and  juft  reafoning,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  fedes , the  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  the 
ftate  of  the  patient,  are  all  neceffary  to  deter- 
mine whether  febrile  purgings  fhould  be  re- 
ftrained  by  any  means,  as  fevers  often  termi- 
nate happily  by  this  evacuation. 

xii.  ‘The  not  fufficicntly  attending  to  cleanjtng 
the  putrid  ulcerations  about  the  fauces,  he. 

The  faliva  is  conflantly  defeending  from  the 
mouth,  through  the  osfophagus,  into  the  fto- 
mach ; and  in  inflammations,  or  irritation  of 
the  fauces,  the  faliva  is  often  increafed  in  quan- 
tity. The  falivary  glands,  excited  by  increafed 
ftimulus,  is  the  caufe. 

If  the  faliva  defeends,  as  it  mud  pafs  over 
the  difeafed  parts,  it  conveys  into  the  flomach 
fome  of  the  putrid  matter  hanging  about  the 
tonfil  glands,  velum  pendulum  palati,  uvuia,  he. 

The  truth  of  this  aflertion  mult  appear 

G 2 evident. 
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evident,  and  its  cffedts  can  be  eafily  conceived, 
from  what  is  already  advanced. 

The  deterging  or  conftantly  clearing  the  ul- 
cers about  the  fauces,  mouth,  &c.,  of  all  pu- 
trid or  other  matter,  become  a principal  ob- 
jedt  in  the  cure. 

The  falrua , likewife,  ftiould  not  be  fwallow- 
ed,  but  conftantly  ejedted,  to  prevent  every 
poflibility  of  the  putrefadtive  fomes,  or  fordes, 
entering  the  lungs  or  ftomach.  Thefe  are  the 
means  by  which  the  diforder  may  be  render- 
ed milder,  and  putrid  purgings,  mortifications 
in  the  ftomach,  inteftines,  and  other  vifeern, 
prevented,  or  the  inhalation  of  mephitic  air 
into  the  lungs,  in  a great  meafurc,  avoided. 

The  continually  cleanftng  the  ulcers  does  not 
a little  contribute  to  the  fafety  of  all  perfons 
who  vifit  patients  afflicted  with  the  putrid,  ul- 
cerated fore  throat  ; therefore,  of  courfe,  inuft, 
in  a confiderable  degree,  check  the  ufual  pro- 
grefs  of  this  dangerous,  fpreading,  contagious 
difeafe. 

xni.  Jn  inattention  in  conveying  a conjlant 
Jiream  of  frefh  atmofpheric  air  through  the  fick 
room. 

In  all  putrid  difeafes,  and  indeed  every  fpecies 
of  malignant  fever,  fmall  pox,  £cc.,  the  renova- 
tion of  frefli  air  contributes  greatly  to  check 

the 
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♦ the  putrid-tending  difpcfition  of  the  over-heat- 
ed fluids,  whilft  a negligence,  in  this  point, 
will  aggravate  all  the  alarming  fymptoms, 
produce  -petechia,  &c. 

As  nothing  can  increafe  the  heat,  fever,  and 
putridity  in  fevers,  more  than  air  already  re- 
fpired,  or  noxious  fleams  exfuding  from  th^ 
human  bocfy  by  the  pores  of  the  Ikin,  received 
into  the  lungs  again;  fo  nothing  can  fo  well 
prevent  or  counteract  thefe  dangerous  effluvia 
as  the  conffant  admiflion  of  frelli  air  into  the 
patient’s  chamber. 

% 

Great  attention  is  neceflary  in  acquiring 
purer  air;  for  it  Ihould  not  be  permitted  to 
flow  in  a full  ffrcnm  on  the  patiept,  but  rather 
in  a circular  direction ; to  effeCt  which,  the 
fituationsof  doors,  windows,  bed,  and  fire  place, 
Ihould  be  confldered. 

The  feafons  of  the  year,  and  the  differences 
between  the  day  and  night  air,  moiffure,  or 
drynefs,  cold  or  heat,  are  not  to  be  negle&ed. 

Thefe  determine  whether  a fire  may  be  per- 
mitted or  not;  for  the  tranfmiffion  of  cold  and 
moifture,  heat  and  moiffure,  or  a lharp,  keen 
north-eafferly  air,  may  all- prove  injurious.  The 
clue  regulation  of  thefe  circumftances  will  de- 
pend much  on  the  experience,  care,  and  good 
fenfe  of  the  phyfician. 
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The  patient  fhould  be  detained,  as  much  ass 
poflible,  out  of  bed  ; and  if  he  lay  down  in  any 
putrid  diforder,  there  fhould  be  no  curtains  to. 
the  bed  The  bed  curtains,  or  even  clothes, 
may  abforb  mephitic  or  putrid  exhalations  in 
the  day  from  morbid  bodies,  which  may  be 
diffufed  again  in  the  night  by  the  warmth  of 
the  fire  or  clofenefs  of  rooms  : much  mifchief 
may  accrue  from  thefe  fources,  and  they  are 
frequently  the  caufe  of  contagion  fpreading, 
as  the  jail  fever,  plague,  putrid  fevers,  fore 
throat,  &c.,  not  only  in  hofpitals,  poor  houfes, 
or  prifons,  but  likcwife  in  private  families. 

Every  thing  which  can  poffibly  vitiate  the  air, 
as  fetid  animal  or  rotting  vegetable  fubftances, 
putrid  feces,  clothes  in  which  infedtions  have 
been  received,  or  retained  ; veffels  that  have 
been  ufed  for  the  exoneration  of  the  natural 
excretions,  fhould  be  all  immediately  removed 
from  the  lick  chamber,  and  the  room  purified 
by  the  circulation  of  frefh  air,  the  fumes  of 
vinegar,  muriatic  acid,  explofion'of  gunpow- 
der, &c. 

The  fewer  attendants  are  admitted  in  a lick 

% 

room,  the  more  fuccefsfully  medicine  and  do- 


'*  In  putrid  diforders,  it  is  proper  to  entirely  remove  the 
curtains  fropa  the  bed ; experience  has  convinced  me  that  lit- 
tle or  no  dependance  can  be  placed  on  attendants  of  the  fick 
in  tills  particular  and  important  circumftance. 
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meflic  management  fucceed  in  the  cure  of  all 
putrid-tending  difeafes. 

1 1 < 

Whoever  touches  the  patient  in  putrid  fevers 
Ihould  firft  well  rub  his  hands  in  camphorated 
oil  Camphor,  powdered,  detained  in  the 
mouth  of  the  phyfician,  is  not  to  be  difre- 
garded  in  malignant  difeafes : it  is  likewife 
ufeful  for  nurfes,  to  prevent  the  reception  of 
this  putrid  difordcr,  which  neceffity,  moft  com- 
monly, more  than  inclination,  obliges  them  to 
attend  -{-. 

I • 

They  Ihould  be  allowed,  likewife,  wine,  or 
fpirituous  liquors  mixed  with  ginger  tea,  in 
moderation  ; if  bark,  likewife,  or  bitters  be 
added,  the  certainty  of  prevention  would  be 
greater. 

1 1 

* Two  drams  of  camphor,  difiTolvcd  in  two  ounces  of 
fweet  oil,  as  recommended  in  the  Medical  Advice,  & c.  This 
preparation  I always  ufed  in  anatomical  inquiries ; but,  by 
an  omiffion,  I nearly  loft  my  life  in  a very  particular  inftance. 
Camphor  in  powder,  chewed,  is  an  excellent  preventive. 

f In  the  Medical  Advice,  &c.,  I have  recommended  the 
rubbing  the  fingers  with  camphorated  oil  before  feeling  the 
pulfe  in  the  putrid  difeafes  of  hot  climates  : the  fame  method 
of  preventing  abforption  I have  always  ufed  when  dead  bodies 
have  been  opened  after  putrid  difeafes.  It  is  known  that 
numbers,  who  induftrioufly  purfue  anatomical  ftudics,  have 
died  by  receiving  infedlion  from  morbid  or  putrid  bodies. 
The  fame  compofition  will,  in  moft  inftances,  prevent  the, 
communication  of  the  venereal  infection. 
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cc  circulation  of  air,  then,  and  its  piN 
»tion,ar%-  no  lefs  nece-flnry  tor  the  patient 
titan  the  phyfician  and  refpeCtive  attendants, 

xiv.  The  feeding  the  patient  with  animal  food 
in  putrid  fevers,  fore  throat,  &c. 

Thougn  this  iubjeCt  has  been  frequently  ar- 
gued, and  its  prevalence  cenfured  by  feveraj 
learned  phyficians,  yet  every  day’s  experience 
in  extenfive  practice  proves  that  eggs,  animal 
broths,  beef  tea,  jellies,  or  fimilar  fubftances, 
are  continually  admin iftered  in  low  fevers,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  fupporting  the  ftrength  of 
the  patient. 

None  but  reafoning  phyficians  can  perceive 
the  debility  in  putrefactive  fevers,  or  fore  throat, 
to  be  owing  to  an  univerfal  change  of  the  cir- 
culating fluids,  adting  as  fcptics,  and  weaken- 
ing all  the  powers  of  the  folids  by  the  com-, 
mencing  diflolution  of  the  fluids. 

The  attendants  on  the  Tick,  not  knowing  the 
immediate  caufes  of  debility  and  dcftruCtive 
tendency  of  the  fymptoms,  fuppofe  itneceflary 
to  purfue  the  fame  modes  of  refrefhing  and 
ftrengthening  the  body,  as  if  arifing  from,  fa- 
tigue or  any  natural,  but  over  exertion  of  the 
bodily  powers.  Thus,  with  the  belt  intentions, 
infinite  mifehief  is  produced. 

The  objections  to  any  fpecies  of  animal  food 

arc 
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are  fo  obvious,  that  very  few  arguments  are 
jiecefiary  to  illuftrate  the  fubjeCt. 

I.  There  is  rarely  a defirc  of  food,  particu- 
larly of  the  animal  kind,  during  fevers,  See. 

II.  The  principal  organ  of  tafte,  namely, 
the.  tongue,  is  fo  covered  with  infpiffated  mu- 
cus, or  a foul  furface,  that  fcarce  any  thing, 
except  fharp  acids,  are  tailed. 

hi.  Patients  themfelves  feldom  defire  any 
animal  broths ; for  their  bare  mention,  in  fe- 
v ci  s,  will  excite  averfion  andnaufea  ; their  ad- 
miffion,  therefore,  is  more  owing  to  the  well- 
meaning  officioufnefs  of  friends  than  any  requi- 
sition of  the  Tick. 

iv,  When  a putrefactive  difeafe  has  feized 
any  peifon,  what  can  augment  its  dangerous 
fymptoms  more  than  animal  food  ? — No  fub- 
ftance  fo  rapidly  becomes  putrid  in  the  ftomach 
01  jnteitines,  in  health,  and  confequently  its 
augmentation  mult  be  the  conftant  effedt  in 
every  febrile  diforder  of  a. putrid  kind. 

v.  If  animal  tood  be  admitted,  all  the  pro- 
poled  advantages  of  evacuating  the  putrid  ae.- 
lordes  in  the  inteftines  will  prove  abortive  ; for 
when  dangerous  fymptoms  principally  arife  from 
abforption  of  putrid  particles  by  the  minute 
veffels  on  the  furface  of  the  inteftines,  to  fend 
more  animal  food  to  increafe  or  add  frefh  con-; 
famination  to  the  deleterious  particles,  muft 

only 
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only  accelerate  the  final  diffolution  of  the  pa» 
tienC. 

vi.  A variety  of  other  arguments  might  be 
produced  againfl  the  admiflion  of  animal  diet 
in  putrid  or  other  acute  febrile  diforders,  as 
the  probable  extrication  of  putrid  air,  during 
digeftion  or  chylification,  fuppofing  either  re- 
gularly happened  in  fevers,  the  poffibility  of, 
animal  food  being  immediately  tainted  in  the 
flomach  by  coming  in  contact  with  particles  al- 
ready in  a ftate  tending  to  putrefaction,  &c.  &c, 

vii.  If  very  fmall  portions  of  putrid  matter, 
'received  into  the  habit  by  abforption,  can  pro- 
duce fuch  dreadful  effects  as  have  been  con- 
flantly  fecn  from  anatomical  diffedtions,  how 
cafy  is  k to  conceive  the  fame  happening  in 
abrafions  of  the  villous  coat  of  the  inteftines; 
fuppofing,  during  fevers,  no  inteftinal  abforp- 
tion in  the  vafcular  fyftems  could  be  effected, 
from  the  morbid  ftate  of  the  parts,  and  the  ad- 
hefion  of  an  obftrudting  mucal  furface  on  the 
whole  inteftinal  canat  * ? 

* It  is  well  known  that  very  little  variolous  matter  can  pro- 
duce a violent  fever,  and  change  the  whole  mafs  of  blood. 

A fmall  quantity  of  the  venereal  virus  will  communicate  its 
lanefal  influence  to  the  whole  body,  and  continue  many  years. 

Wounds  by  poifoned  weapons,  the  bite  of  a fnake,  &c.,  in 
a fhort  time  exert  their  dire  effefts,  fo  as  to  deftroy  life  ttfelf, 
and  caufing  a quick  putridity  in  all  the  fluids  and  folids  of  the 
human  frame. 
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TT  O render  the  antecedent  obfervations  of 
more  extenfive  utility,  the  fucceedipg  concife 
view  of  the  improved  treatment  of  the  ulce- 
rated, putrid  Sore  Throat  is  introduced  here. 

The  malignant,  putrid  Sore  Throat  was  a 
diforder  well  known  to  the  ancients,  although 
Dr.  Fothergill  traces  its  firfl  appearance  and 
defcription  amongft  modern  writers. 

Neither  the  ancilents  nor  Tnoderns,  until  very 
lately,  underftood  the  true  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  nor  the  mod;  efficacious  manner  of  its 
treatment. 

/ 

Celfus , Aretaus , JEtius , ‘Trallianus,  Pau- 
lus  Mglneta , and  other  ancients,  have  diffcin- 
guiffied  different  fpecies  of  the  Sore  Throat ; 

among 
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among  ft  which  the  prefent  difordcr  appears  ’ o 
be  defcribed.  The  modern  writers  are  Sgani- 
bat  us,  Cortejius , yEtius  C/e/us,  Severinus,  Here- 
dia', Thomas  Barth  olintts,  Father  gill,  Chonul, 
Aurivill'w.s , Huxham,  JohnJlone , &c. 

Some  hiftories  are  related  in  the  Philofophi- 
cal  TranfaCtions  and  Journal  de  Medetine  : thefe, 
with  the  authors  already  mentioned  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  efiay,  arc  the  principal  phyfi- 
dans  who  have  written  on  the  fubjeCt. 

Notwithftanding  the  difeafe  has  been  molt 
zee  urate  ly  defcribed  above  an  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  yet  flow  has  been  the  progrefs  of  treat- 
ing it  fiicccfsfullv.  This  is  common  to  the 
healing  art ; for  Hippocrates,  Celfus,  Aretteus, 
and  Galenus,  have-' well  delineated  morbid  fym p- 
toms ; but  how  fuperficial  and  imperfect  are 
their  directions  of,  cure,  when  compared  to  the 
prefent  practice. 

Many  ancient  medical  prejudices  are  . not  at 
prefent  eradicated,  fo  intimately  are  they  inter- 
woven with,  modern  knowledge ; nor  the  doc- 
trine of  waiting  for  a critical  termination  of 
febrile  difeafes,  in  a certain  number  of  days, 
difbeiieved,  although  every  day’s  practice  proves 
their  uncertainty  and  fallacy. 

In  the  putrid,  ulcerated  fore  throat  the  doc- 
trines of  commencement,  augmentation,  acme, 
or  heighth,  and  critical  termination  in  reco- 

very, 
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very,  death,  or  fomc  other  difeafe,  in  a certain* 

J 1 

number  of  days,  feems  to  have  been  fu perfla- 
tion fly  adopted  and  expeCfed.  Thefe  notions, 
perhaps,  in  fome  meafure,  influenced  FothergilL '9 
Hv.xbam } Rojjeli , Pringle,  and  many  others  ;V1 
Thefe  days  were  always  irregular,  which  fhews 
no  preat  uniformity  in  nature ; but  had  they  bees 
exact  in  their  periods,  yet  if  riiore  compendi- 
ous and  fafer  methods  of  cure  are  d i {covered,, 
does  not  humanity  demand  their  preference  t® 
the  more  how,  uncertain,  or  hazardous  ? 

It  has  been  lately  difeovered,  that  fuch  opi- 
nions and  practices  are  erroneous,  dangerous* 
or  fatal  to  patients  in  tire  ulcerated  lore  throat* 
or  putrid  fevers  5 therefore,  without  waiting 
the  natural  progrefs  and  termination  of  the  dii- 
eafe,  by  permitting  nature  to  perform  or  dried: 
her  own  operations,  &c.,  the  putrid  tendency  oJ 
the  fluids,  and  the  rapid  relaxation  of  the  fi> 
lids,  have  been  corrected,  and  reflrained  br 
methods,  which,  if  more  extenfivc.iy  applied  to 

* Thofe  who  have  argued  rrroft  in  favor  of  critical  9 a vs 
have  aiferted,  as  a ilrong  real  bn  for  nature's  not  oblbrvhij- 
the  ancient  periods  in  fevers,  ir  owing  to  the  application  df 
modern  remedies , which  perverts  the  wife  intentions  of  nature 
on  the  third,  fifth,  feventli,  ninth,  ejeventh,  fourteenth,  Sec. 
Cays.  Mankind  fliould  be! : felicitated’  on  the  ufe  of  antimo- 
nials,  bark,  mineral  acids,  Sue.,  which  often  promptly  .cure 
fevers  without  the  medium  of  critical  days. 
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all  putrid  difeafcs,  may  become  a moft  valua- 
ble acquifition  to  the  art  of  medicine,  and  d 
bleffing  to  the  unfortunate  fufferers. 

Symptoms  or  Signs  of  the  putrid,  ulcerated  Soi  c 

‘ Throat . 

> , 

t.  The  throat  Feels  fore,  and  fwallowing  is 
impeded,  painful,  or  difficult. 

2.  On  the  mouth  being  opened,  and  the 
tongue  preffed  down,  the  uvula  and  fauces  ap- 
pear fometimes  of  a darker  red  than  natural ; 
at  others,  of  a brightiffi  red. 

3.  White  or  yellowiffi  fpots  appear  about  the 
furface  of  the  tonfil  glands,  which  afterwards 
ploughing,  form  ulcers. 

4.  In  fome  inftances,  the  parts  affe&ed  are- 
fwelled  ; in  others,  not.  Abfceffes  fometimes, 
though  rarely,  are  formed. 

5.  The  countenance  is  paler  than  lifual,  ex- 
cept in  the  young  and  plethoric,  and  ffiews  evi- 
dent marks  of  depreffion  and  languor. 

6.  The  eyes  commonly  appear  more  languid 

than  ufual. 

7.  Alternate  heat  and  chillinefs  do  not  al- 
ways accompany  the  other  fymptoms. 

8.  The  pulfe  is  weak,  fmall,  quick,  and  irre- 
gular. 

9.  The  animal  fpirits,  or  mind,  are  confide^ 
rably  dejedted. 


10.  The 
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10.  The  bodily  ftrength  is  diminilhed,  and 
faintnefs  is  perceived ; the  Hein  is  diy. 

1 1.  The  head  is  fometimes  afFefted  with  ver- 
tigo ; but  more,  in  general,  is  free  from  that 
fenfation  or  pain,  yet  feels  a degree  of  heavi- 
Ucfs. 

12.  The  tongue  is  white,  and  rather  moifi, 
with  little  thirft. 

13.  The  urine  is  pale,  or  whey-colored. 

Thefe  are  the  general  fymptoms  in  the  com- 
mencement of  thedifeafe,  which,  if  promptly 
treated  with  fpirit,  are  with  facility  removed ; 
but  if  fufTered  to  follow  their  fucceffive  naiuml 
courfe,  then  all  the  fymptoms  of  exalted  putri- 
dity appear  in  a few  days. 

Eryfipelas,  efflorefcence,  appears  on  the -fre ck, 
breaft,  arms,  hands,  &c.,  if  perfpi ration  be  pro- 
moted. 

A general  tendency  to  putrefccn-cy,  fetid 
breath,  ftools,  hemorrhages,  purple  fpots,  di- 
arrhea, dyfentery,  fubfultus  tendintim,  deJi- 
'rium,  coma,  death. 

The  laft-mentioned  fymptoms,  however,  fel- 
dom  appear,  unlefs  the  diforder  has  been  im- 
properly or  unskilfully  treated  in  its  commence^ 
ment. 

I 

The  diforder  has  no  regular  crifis.  Although 
this  is  acknowledged,  yet  it  has  been  treated  as 

if  acute  and  critical,  and  fuffered  To  continues, 

* « 

certain 
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certain  number  of  days  in  expectation  of  fomd 
critical  evacuation. 

As  the  molt  deltrudtive  effedts  have  been 
produced  by  miltaking  the  putrid*  ulcerated, 
and  malignant,  for  the  true  inflammatory  fore 
throat,  the  diltinctions  of  both  Ihould  be  accu- 
rately  attended.  Venereal  ulcers  of  the  throat 
have  been  likewife  confounded  with  the  putrid* 
though  very  different. 

/ 

The  diflingufl/mg  CharaBeriflics  of  the  putrid, 

true  inflammatory , and  venereal  Sore  Throat . 

i.  In  the  true  inflammatory  fore  throat  the 
pulfe  is  flrong  and  quick,  if  the  diforder  be 
fufficiently  violent  to  accelerate  the  aCtion  of 
the  heart  and  arteries. 

2»  The  throat  and  fauces  are  conliderably 
fuelled  with  red  inflammation,  fo  that  the  ton- 
fll  glands  nearly  clofe ; of  courfe  the  fwallow- 
ing  is  very  difficult. 

3.  The  countenance,  fpirits,  nor  pulfe,  are 
dep  refled. 

4.  There  are  no  white  fpots  about  the  fauces. 

5.  No  diminution  of  ftrength  is  experienced 
in  the  true  inflammatory  diathefis ; for'the  ar- 
terial powers  are  all  augmented. 

6.  The  inflammatory  fore  throat  is  not  con- 
tagious and  it  is  molt  common  in  winter  and 

in 
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in  the  fpring,  when  the  air  changes  fuddenly  ; 
whereas  the  putrid  feldom  appears,  except  in 
the  latter  end  of  fummer  and  autumn,  and  is 
always  infectious : in  the  former,  confequently, 
individuals  at  a diftance  fuffer ; in  the  latter, 
whole  families,  neighbourhoods,  villages,  towns, . 
and  cities,  experience  its  dreadful  ravages^ 

7.  The  true  inflammatory  fore  throat  termi- 
nates  in  refolution  by  the  ufe  of  repeated  bleed- 
ings, evacuants,  and  antiphlogiftics  ; or  in  fup- 
puration,  and  in  the  evacuation  of  the  matter 
forming  the  abfcefs  •:  but  in  the  putrid  fore 
throat  luppuration  rarely  happens,  and  bleed- 
ing, evacuants,  or  antiphlogiftics,  kill  the  pa- 
tients. 

• * 

Venereal  ulcerated  Sore  'Throat. 

i i 

1.  Venereal  ulcers  are  commonly  feated  near 
or  on  the  tonfil  glands,  fides  of  the  tongue,  pa- 
late, &c. 

, * 

2.  No  fever  accompanies  venereal  ulcers  ; 
nor  depreflion  of  fpirits,  languor,  &c. 

3.  Venereal  ulcers  not  being  acute,  and  de- 

* 

ftitute  of  febrile  fymptoms,  are  flow  in  pro- 
grefs,  and  commonly  attended  with  other  fymp- 
toms of  the  lues  venerea. 

4.  The  venereal  ulcers  are  not  contagious 
from  the  breath,  nor  epidemical : they  do  not 
ravage  through  families1^  towns,  but  affcCt  in- 

IT  dividuals 
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dividuals  only,  without  any  concomitant  fymp- 
toms  of  acute  inflammation  or  putridity. 

5.  Venereal  ulcers  of  the  throat  happen  irr 
every  feafon  of  the  year,  commonly  from  the 
diforder  being  originally  ill  treated  or  negledled. 

6.  The  bark  and  antifeptics  cannot  cure  ve- 

nereal ulcers ; but  fumigations  of  cinnabar, 
mercurial  lotions,  and  a judicious  mercurial 
courfe.  / v 

Though  thefe  di  Hindi  ions  are  well  known,, 
and  perfedlly  comprehended  by  all  experienced 
phyficians  in  this  country,  yet  fo  many  fatal 
errors  have  happened  from  a want  of  accuracy 
and  knowledge  in  the  diagnoftic  fymptoms  of 
the  putrid,  malignant  fore  throat  amongfl  the 
inexperienced,  that  thefe  explanations  have  not 
been  confidered  fuperfluous. 

Caufes  of  the  malignant , putrid  Sore  i throat . 

I.  The  remote  caufes  have  already  been  in- 
veftigated,  which  are,  principally,  fome  putre- 
fadtive  effluvia  contaminating  the  atmofpheric 
air. 

II.  The  caufes,  which  give  a continued  and 
frefh  origin  to  this  fatal  difeafe,  may,  however,, 
remain  after  the  atmofpheric  air  has  been  puri- 
fied ; for  the  diforder  being  once  received,  it 
may  be  re-communicated  by  the  breath,  clothes, 
&c.,  of  perfons  already  infedted  : thus  the  dif- 

1 order 
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Urder  may  proceed  from  family  to  family  a long 
time  after  the  original  caules  in  the  air  have 
been  diflipated. 

The  plague  rages  in  a dmilar  manner. 

I.  The  immediate  or  proximate  caufes  are,  a 
Iharp,  corroding,  putrefactive  air  received  by 
the  mouth  and  lungs  in  refpiration.  What  are 
the  conftituent  particles  of  this  air,  and  the 
mod  rational  means  of  its  prevention,  counter- 
action, or  mutation  into  purer  air,  may  be  con- 
fidered  in  a future  publication 

II.  This  contaminated  air  comes  fir  ft  in  con- 
tact with  the  fauces,  when  refpiration  has  been 
performed,  either  through  the  nofe  or  mouth. 

It  is  fufficiently  corrofive  or  caudic  to  act  on 
the  external  membrane  of  thofe  parts,  raife 
little  pudules,  w'hich  are  the  fmall  white  fpots 
mentioned  : thefe  detach  the  dun,  corrode  the 
parts  underneath,  and  form,  from  the  repara- 
tion of  the  putrid  dough,  the  malignant  ulcers. 

in.  A confiderable  portion  of  contaminated 
Air,  received  into  the  lungs  by  being  abforbed, 
is  conveyed  to  the  whole  circulating  duids : 
aence  the  changed  date  of  the  blood. 

iv.  This  changed  date  of  the  blood  tending 
:o  didolution,  relaxes  all  the  mufcular  powers 

of  the  body  ; hence  debility  : its  ftimulating 

' 

Experiments  have  been  long  making  for  this  purpofe. 

H 2.  powers 
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powers  on  the  heart  and  arteries  excite  a quic-  : 
ker,  though  feebler,  arterial  action  ; hence  from  j 
attrition  and  a change  in  the  uniting  particles,  j 
heat,  &c. 

v.  This  putrid-tending  change  of  the  blood  -j 
acting  on  the  brain,  its  membranes,  and  the  ] 
nervous  fyflem  in  general,  is  productive  of  a ; 
fenfe  of  dejection  in  the  mind,  and  a diminu- 
tion of  power  in  the  nervous  fyflem. 

vi.  If  the  putrefactive  caufes  act  with  great 
energy,  delirium  may  be  the  conlequence,  by 
the  changed  acrid  blood  irritating  the  mem- 
branes, arterial  and  venal  finufes  or  fyflem,  or. 
the  cortical  and  medullary  fubflances  of  the 
brain. 

A laxer  texture  of  blood,  approaching  to  j 
diffolution,  is  productive  of  debility  and  laxity 
in  all  the  human  functions,  whether  animal, 
vital,  or  natural  *. 

Prognojlic  of  the  •putrid , malignant  Sore  Throat.' 


The  prognoflic  of  the  diforder  will  be  com- 


* In  the  putrid  difeafes  of  hot  climates,  on  the  firft-  apparent  j 
attack,  of  the  diforder,  many  patients  are  fo  dejefted,  and  feef 
fuch  an  inexpreffible  weaknefs,  as  to  confider  and  believe  the 
difeafe  fatal ; which  pre-fentiment  has  been  very  often  veri- 
fied, notvvithflanding  the  moil  powerful  modes  of  cure  have 
been  adopted.  The  mind  has  a£led  fo  potently  on  the  body  as 
to  induce  a fatal  defpondency,  which  neither  remedies  nor  j 
reafoning  could  counteratt. 

prehended 
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prehended  principally  from  the  modes  of  cure 
adopted. 

i.  When  the  diforder  is  treated  in  the  moft 
improved  manner,  it  is  neither  dangerous  nor 
fatal. 

ii.  If  retrained  immediately  by  bark  and 
antifeptics,  it  is  cured  in  a very  few  days. 

hi.  The  cure  being  properly  conducted,  the 
difeafe  diminifties  from  the  firft  exhibition  of 
the  remedies,  and  continues  to  decreafe  until 
the  cure  is  accomplifhed,  and  generally  with- 
out any  critical  evacuation. 

iv.  In  the  fore'going  prognoftics  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  the  diforder  was  fkilfully  treated  on 
its  firft  attack,  or  while  recent. 

v.  If  the  difeafe  be  miftakemin  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  and  bleeding,  faline  or  antiphlogiftics 
of  nitre,  he.,  be  adminiftered,  death  is  gene- 
rally the  confequence. 

Purple  petechize,  delirium,  nafal  or  other  hae- 
morrhages, from  the  diflblved  and  putrid  ftate 
of  the  blood,  putrid  diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  &c., 
mortifications  of  the  vifcera,  he.,  he.,  are  in- 
duced, and  the  patient,  frequently  fenfible  to 
the  laft  moments,  with  diminiflied  circulation, 
faint  refpiration,  fyncope,  cold  fweats,  hc.3  exr 
pires. 

vi.  The  fame  has  happened,  though  in  a lefs 
degree,  when  the  treatment  has  been  conforma- 

. H 3 blc  > 
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ble  to  the  doCtrines  of  Fothergill,  Huxham, 

I 

Pringle , &€.,  chiefly,  as  far  as  I have  been  ablfe 
to  obferve,  from  attending  more  to  the  fever 
than  putridity,  and  omitting  the  bark  until  it 
was  too  late  to  be  ferviceable.  Several  inflances, 
of  this  nature  I have  been  lately  called  to  pre- 
fcribe  for,  when  the  difeafe  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced, and  above  the  reach  of  all  medicine. 

vii.  The  longer  the  diforder  has  ravaged  in 
the  conftitution,  and  the  more  violent  the  fymp- 
toms  appear,  fo  much  the  lefs  expectation  of 
fuccefs  in  its  treatment. 

vin.  Leaving  the  diforder  to  nature , as  it  is 
called,  is  better  than  prefcribing  bleeding  and  ' 
evacuant  antiphlogiflics,  &c. ; for  thefe  com- 
monly deflroy  the  patient. 

ix.  Treating  the  diftemper  by  the  inefficaci- 
ous modes  recommended  by  Fothergill,  Hux- 
ham, Pringle,  &c.,  is  preferable  to  fubmitting 
the  diforder  to  nature,  and  will  fucceed,  in  fome 
years,  when  the  difeafe  is  not  highly  malignant; 

but  the  not  immediately  ordering  the  bark  may 

•** 

fuffer  the  diforder  to  become  fo  unmanageable 
as  to  refill  the  moft  powerful  remedies.  The 
diforder  continues  from  five,  feven,  eleven,  or 
twelve  days,  according  to  thofe  writers,  with 
the  rifle  of  dangerous  fymptoms  ; whereas,  if 
the  antifeptics  be  immediately  directed,  bad 
fymptoms  rarely  appear,  and  it  is  cured  com- 
monly 

• I 

x la 
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monly  in  three,  four,  or  five  days.  Which  is 
moft  eligible,  requires  no  commentary  *. 

✓ 

The  methods  of  preventing  the  infection  of  the 
putrid , ulcerated  Sore  Throat. 

The  preventive  methods  of  counteracting 
this  contagious  diforder  are  of  two  kinds,  do- 
meftic  and  medical. 

The  domeftie  prevention  comprehends  the 
modes  already  deferibed  when  the  difeafe  is  pre- 
fen t : to  which  may  be  added  the  immediate 
removal  from  the  fituation  where  the  diforder 
actually  predominates  to  a diftant  part  where 
it  does  not  exift. 

Thofe  who  are  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
midft  of  the  lurrounding  evils,  Ihould  avoid, 
as  much  as  poffible,  patients  already  infeCted. 

After  cleanfing  the  bowels  with  any  light 
opening  medicine,  Glauber,  Rochelle,  or  Ep- 

* The  reafon  of  mentioning  thofe  practitioners  whofe  au- 
1 thority  has  had  great  weight  and  influence  in  medical  praCtice, 
■ is  not  from  any  difiefpeCt ; for  they  have  juftly  merited  the 
I efteem  of  fociety  in  eradicating  fome  of  the  prejudices  of  their 
predeceffbrs  : it  is  no  reflection  that  they  were  unacquainted 
I with  many  newer  difcoverics.  The  motive  for  introducing  the 
I names  of  thofe  phyficians  is  in  confequence  of  frequently  ob- 
ferving,  that  when  patients  have  died  of  this  diforder,  praCli- 

I 

tioners  have  quoted  and  appealed  to  the  writings  of  Fothergill, 
Huxham,  Pringle,  See.,  in  fupport  of  an  inefficacious  prac- 
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fom  falts  excepted  *,  a tea-fpoonful  of  pow- 
dered bark  may  be  taken  in  a glafs  of  red  wine 
and  water,  with  a little  grated  ginger,  three 
times  a day. 

Quilled  bark,  ginger,  cinnamon,  cloves,  all- 
fpice,  pepper,  or  any  aromatic,  may  be  conti- 
nually in  the  mouth,  and  lightly  chewed,  that 
their  effedts  may  pafs  to  the  fauces  and  ftomach 
in  conjunction  with  the  fajiva  •f'. 

The  chewing  of  tobacco,  though  difagree- 
able  to  many,  or  fmoking  the  dried  plant,  are 
ufeful  preventives. 

What  relates  to  houfes  or  rooms  is  fully  con-  1 
fidered  in  the  obfervations  and  methpds  of  cure 
contained  in  this  efiay. 

Tea  and  all  watry  liquids  Ihould  be  very  fpa- 
ringly  drank  while  infedtious  difeafes  fpread 
their  baneful  influence. 

* Tliefe  falts  are  adapted  to  the  true  inflammatory  difeafes, 

, but  do  mifehief  in  the  putrid  : all  learned  pradlitioners  know 
the  rcafon ; namely,  that  they  are  relaxant  to  the  whole  ha-  , 
bit.  Sic. 

f A relation  of  mine,  }ri  the  medical  department  laft  war, 
was  ordered  up  the  river  Gambia,  in  Africa,  where  he  was  in 
his  voyage  three  weeks  lying  with  the  men  in  an  open  boat,  or 
only  covered  with  the  fail  forming  an  awning.  The  word 
putrid  difeafes  are  very  common  in  that  country  ; but  he  effec- 
tually preferved  the  health  of  the  men  by  giving  them  each  a 
glafs  of  Madeira  wine  three  times  a day,  on  condition  they 
drank  it  mixed  with  a dram  of  powdered  bark. 

An 
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An  extra  glafs  or  two  of  wine,  fpirits,  and 
ginger  tea,  punch,  &c.,  are  not  improper ; for 
they  are  often  capable  of  refitting  the  power  of 
the  difeafe. 

i ' • 

The  common  meats,  but  not  broths,  fhould 
be  received  as  aliment,  according  to  the  feafon; 
lefs  in  very  hot,  more  in  cold  weather. 

All  acids,  and  acid  fruits,  may  be  mode- 
rately ufedj  provided  there  be  no  contra-indi- 
cation, as  difagreement  with  the  ftomach,  co- 
lic, purgings,  &c. 

Whatever  ftrengthens  and  invigorates  the 
conftitution  fhould  be  adopted  ; whatever  wea- 
kens or  enervates  fhould  be  avoided  : therefore 
all  bitters,  ftomachics,  and  tonics,  are  benefi- 
cial ; nitre,  and  all  cooling  falts,  injurious. 

The  cure  of  the  putrid , malignant , ulcerated 
Sore  ‘Throat . 

i.  The  patient  fhould  be  removed  to  the  up- 
permoft  part  of  the  houfe,  or  to  a place  remote 
from  that  in  which  the  infection  rages.  A 
lofty  is  preferable  to  a low  fituation. 

n.  The  fauces  or  parts  attested  fhould  be 
gargled  frequently  with  water  acidulated  with 
elixir  or  fpirit  of  vitriol,  or  the  acid  fpirit  of 
fea  fait  and  port  wine. 

in.  The  ttomach  and  intettincs  fhould  be 

cleared 
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cleared  by  an  antifeptic  laxative,  compofed  of 
infufion  or  decodtion  of  fena  and  tamarinds, 
crernor  tartar,  and  fome  Daffy’s  elixir  or  tino 
ture  of  fena,  preparatory  to  prefcribing  the 
bark,  which  may  be  repeated  oecafionally  *. 

iv.  The  bark,  then,  is  to  be  given  in  fub- 
ftance  : an  ounce,  or  an  ounce  and  a half  of 
its  powder,  with  a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  aro- 
matic fpices,  may  be  put  into  a quart  bottle ; 
to  which  may  be  added  half  a pint  of  Madeira 
wine,  red  port,  or  mountain,  and  the  bottle 
may  be  afterwards  filled  with  decodtion  of  bark, 
itrong  chamomile  tea,  or  water,  with  a fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  the  oil  or  elixir  of  vitriol  to 
give  a grateful  acidity  to  the  compofition. 

Three  table-fpoonfuls  ,of  this  mixture  may 
be  taken  every  two,  or  three,  or  four  hours, 
according  to  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms. 

v.  Previous  to  fwallowing  any  of  the  mix- 
ture, the  parts  of  the  affedted  throat  fhould  be 

* As  it  is  intended  to  render  this  little  effay  as  ufeful  as  pof. 
£b!e,  the  plained  direftions  are  given,  that  perfons  didant 
from  medical  affidance  may  know  how  to  proceed  in  the  firft 
moments  of  the  difeafe  appearing,  or  before  they  may  be  able 
to  acquire  medical  affidance.  Tamarinds  boiled  with  fena, 
crernor  tartar,  and  rhubarb;  lenitive  ele&uary  and  crcmor 
tartar;  manna,  rhubarb,  and  crernor  tartar,  &c.,  are  proper 
laxatives  ; but  Rochelle  or  Glauber’s  falts,  fal  polychredus, 
©r  fuch  antiphlogidic  purgatives,  arc  improper  in  putrid  dif-. 
cafes. 

cleanfed 
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clcanfed  with  the  gargles  already  mentioned, 
and  the  patient  ftiould  be  kept  from  lying  in 
bed,  unlefs  when  much  fatigued  by  fitting  up, 

vi.  The  faliva  and  all  humidity  in  the  mouth 
fliould  be  fpit  out,  and  never  buffered  to  pafs 

into  the  ftomach. 

* 

* 

vii.  The  fick  patients’  apartment  fliould  be 
kept  cool,  and  the  air  is  to  .be  renovated  fre- 
quently by  opening  the  door  and  windows  ; but 
a ftream  of  wind  lhould  not  be  fufiered  to  pafs 
in  a direCt  line  to  the  patient,  but  conveyed  in 
a circular  direction  through  the  chamber.  The 
weather  and  temperature &f  the  air  is,  however, 
to  be  confidered  in  the  introduction  of  frefh  air, 

viii.  Vapors  of  vinegar,  with  fpirits  of  wine 
and  camphor,  brandy,  or  rum,  lpirituous  la- 
vender water,  or  Hungary  water,  fhould  be  dif- 
fufed  through  the  room,  and  held  near  the  pa- 
tient’s mouth,  that  their  antiputrefcent  qualities 
may  be  received  into  the  lungs,  &c. 

Glauber' s fpirit  of  fea  fait,  or  the  muriatic 
acid,  mixed  in  boiling  water,  is  a powerful 
antifeptic  ; but  cannot  be  fafely  conducted  but 
by  the  advice  of  medical  practitioners. 

Small  portions  of  the  fuming  fpirits  of  nitre; 
oil  of  vitriol ; Glauber’s  fpirit  of  fca  fait,  united 
with  alcohol,  or  ardent  vinous  fpirit,  forms  ex- 
cellent antiputrefeept  aereal  fluids ; but  require 

chemical 
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chemical  knowledge  in  accommodating  them  to 
medical  pradfice. 

» 

Glafles  mud  be  ufed,  containing  the  vinous 
fpirit,  and  the  acid  preparations  fhould  be  cau- 
tioufly  dropped ; an  effervefcence  enfues  by  a 
light  fand  heat,  and  the  air  diffufed  is  highly 
falutary  in  every  fpecies  of  putrid  fever,  diar- 
rhoea, dyfentery,  8tc.  8c c. 

Explofions  of  gunpowder  are  ufefuL 

The  burning  of  tobacco,  fragrant  gums,  or 
refins,  as  frankincenfe,  myrrh,  refin,  pitch, 
benzoin,  8cc. ; aromatic  or  nervine  herbs,  as 
lavender,  rofemary,  &c.,  aflift  in  purifying  the 
air. 

r 

ix.  The  bed-clothes,  curtains,  and  all  linen, 
cotton,  or  flannel,  fhould  be  repeatedly  removed, 
fumigated  with  tobacco,  wafhed,  purified, on  the 
top  of  the  houfe,  if  convenient,  and  the  body 
linen  of  the  patient  fhould  be  daily  changed, 
not  only  in  this  but  in  all  putrid  fevers. 

x.  The  liquids  in  the  mouth,  after  gargling, 
the  excrements,  urine,  and  all  impurities,  fhould 
be  inftantaneoufly  excluded  from  the  fick  cham- 
ber. 

Handkerchiefs  wiping  the  mouth  fhould  be 
fprinkled  with  camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  Hun- 
gary or  lavender  water,  or  vinegar,  brandy,  8c c. 

xi.  The  drinks  raofl  proper  are  red-wine 

negus. 
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negus,  tindture  of  rofes,  imperial,  which  is  a 
composition  of  cremor  tartar  diffolved  in  boil- 
ing water  poured  on  a little  lemon  peel  *. 

- Vinegar  and  water,  juices  of  currants,  cur- 
rant jelly,  goofeberries,  rafpberries,  apples, 
plufns,  damfons,  floes,  oranges,  citrons,  lemons* 
or  juices  of  any  acidulous  fruits  united  with  wa- 
ter, and  Sweetened  with  honey  or  fugar,  are 
proper.  ' 

The  muriatic  and  vitriolic  acids  are,  however* 
the  mod  powerful,  and  fhould  be  preferred  to 
all  others,  unlefs  there  be  a difficulty  of  breath- 
ing accompanying  the  other  fymptoms. 

Twenty  drops  of  Spirit  of  fea  fait,  or  two 
tea  - Spoonfuls  of  the  acid  elixir  of  vitriol, 
arc  Sufficient  to  acidulate  a quart  of  water,  or 
wine  and  water ; for  the  acid  drinks  fhould  not 
be  too  powerful,  left  they  too  much  conftringe 
the  fibres  or  contract  the  excretory  tubes,  and 
occafion  an  unneceflary  fenfation  of  thi rft  -j''-’ 

Nitrous  drinks , or  nitre  and  barley  water,  and 
all  diluting  teas , &e.,  aie  injurious  in  this  dif- 
temper. 

* About*  tca-fpoonful  of  cremor  tartar  makes  a pint  and 
a half  or  quart  of  this  drink. 

t As  thefe  acids  are  different  in  point  of  ftrength,  the  or- 
gan of  taftc  fhould  determine  the  quantity  of  acid  neceffary. 
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No  drink  whatever  fhould  be  fwal lowed  un* 
til  the  mouth  and  throat  have  been  previoufly 
well  gargled. 

xii.  The  feparating  floughs  of  a putrid  na-* 
ture  in  the  throat  Ihould  be  afliduoufly  removed  - 
either  by  the  gargle,  forceps,  or  by  lint  tied  on 

a Ikewer. 

xiii.  If  abfeeffes  form,  which,  however,  not 
frequently  happens,  when  fuffered  either  to 
break,  or  if  opened  by  & lancet,  the  matter  if- 
fuing  Ihould  be  carefully  excluded  through  the 
mouth,  left  the  putrid  particles  defeend  and  in- 
jure the  ftomach. 

xiv.  During  the  difeafe  the  patient  ihould 
be  feldom  fuffered  to  fleep  any  length  of  time, 
but  frequently  urged  to  gargle. 

xv.  If  the  furface  of  the  tongue,  interfaces 
of  the  teeth,  or  gums,  be  covered  with  brown 
or  livid  fur,  the  gargle  of  borax  fhould  be 
ufed,  and  thefe  parts  fhould  be  well  deterged. 

xvi.  Animal  food  of  every  fort,  as  mutton 
or  veal  broth,  beef  tea,  See.,  fhould  be  abfo- 
lutely  forbidden.  At  a time  when  neither  de- 
glutition, digeftion,  chylification,  nor  fangui- 
fication,  are  regularly  performed,  there  requires 
little  folicitude  for  food,  wrhich,  if  even  taken,, 
cannot  prove  nutritious. 

Pai^da  made  with  bread  or  rufks,  with  wine, 

roafted 
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roafted  apples,  or  Tome  bread  foaked  in  red 
wine,  fago,  falep,  tapioca,  fimolina,  fea-bifcuit 
powder,  &c.,  with  a little  wine,  are  all  the 
foods  neceflary  in  this  or  any  other  putrid  dis- 
order. 

The  fuccefsful  treatment  already  delivered 
prefuppofes  that  medical  afliftance  was  early  So- 
licited, and  judicioufly  applied  ; under  which 
circumftances  the  diforder  hourly  diminiihed, 
and,  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  days,  was 
perfectly  cured. 


It  frequently  happens,  however,  in  pra&ice, 
that  the  difeafe  has  been  mi  funder  flood,  neg- 
lected, cr  injudicioufty  managed  from  its  firft 
appearance  : in  this  cafe  medicine  fhould  more 
vi go rou fly  oppofe  the  diffolving  tendency  of 
the  fluids  and  the  debility  of  the  folids,  by  ad- 
miniftering  the  antiputrefeent  remedies  as  often 
as  the  patient’s  ftomach  can  bear  them  without 
rejection  *.  It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that 
in  patients  who  never  before  could  admit  the 
bark,  take  it  in  immenfe  quantities  when  la- 
' b°rinS  under  this  Putrid  diforder,  without  any 


It  vs  poffibk,  after  receiving  the  infcftion,  that,  like  th« 
fmall  pox,  the  venomous  particles  may  circulate  two,  three  o, 
-ore  days  in  the  blood  before  the  fympeoms  appear  fuffi^tly 

t0  detCmine  thC  dif°rdcr  is  P^ent:  when,  however, 
the  d.fcafe  is  ep.demic,  there  is  ftrong  prefumption  of  its  pof- 
ftb.hty,  and  no  .Wchief  can  accrue  from  ufing  ^ 

“ve*,  unleL  contra-indicated  from  fomc  important  caufc. 

inconvenience 
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inconvenience  whatever,  and  with  the  mod  fa- 
lutary  advantages'*. 

If  hemorrhages,  purple  petechia,  effiorefcence^ 
& c.,  appear,  as  their  caufes  are  limilar  to  all 
the  other  putrid  fymptoms,  fo  fhould  be  their 
treatments 

Bleeding  generally  urges  on  all  the  fatal 
fymptoms,.  and  can  feldom  be  repaired  by  the 
mod  fkilful  practitioners; 

In  colliquative,  putrid  purgings,  or  dyfen- 
tery,  fymptoms  which  are  often  fatal,  the  irri- 
tating acrid  caufes  being  evacuated  by  rhubarb* 
or  any  other  eligible  antifeptic  laxative,  the 
bark,  with  aromatics,  extradt  or  dccodtion  of 

> I 

logwood,  red  port,  fimple  and  fpirituous  cinna- 

* Bark  and  'vitriolic  acids  are  frequently  contra-indicatcd  in 
difficulty  of  breathing , ajihma,  coughs , &c.,  and  various  dif- 
eafes  of  the  thorax  or  its  vifcera,  experience  having  found 
them  injurious,  by  producing  difficult  refpiration,  pains  in  the 
chcft,  ftri&urcs,  &c.  ; but  in  fuch  a putrid  tendency  of  the 
fluids  all  inferior  confederations  flrould  give  place  to  the  threa- 
tening danger  of  this  difeafe,  and,  unlefk  great  difficulty  of 
breathing,  ftridhire,  &c.,  ffiould  enfue,  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  attempt  faving  the  patient’s  life  by  the  remedies.  In 
very  nervous  patients,  with  tenfc,  rigid  fibres , contra  died  blli 
duds , conjugation,  &c.,  where  the  bark  and  tonics  have  con- 
fiantly  difagreed  ; in  the  putrid  fore  throat  they  \iave  produced 
none  of  their  ufual  effe£b,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  fue-s 
cceded. 

Other  preparations  of  the  bark  may  be  direfted,  according 
to  the  urgency  of  fymptoms  and  judgement  of  the  prcfcrlbcr. 

mon 
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mon  water,  with  the  fweet  elixir  of  vitriol,  in- 
{lead. of  the  acid,  or  Hoffman’s  anodyne  liquor, 

may  be  preferred,  which  is  both  antifeptic  and 
tonic. 

Though  opiates  have  already  been  obje&ed 
to,  yet  there  may  be  circumffances  that  require 
their  admiffion,  joined  with  a folution  of  ex- 
traclum  ligni  Campecbenfis , pulvis  terra  Japonic*, 
&c.,  with  fimple  cinnamon  water,  and  fome, 
warm  invigorating  cardiac  tindurek 

When  the  difeafe,  from  negled,  or  bad  ma- 
nagement in  the  beginning,  proves  fatal,  putrid 
purgings,  cold  fweats,  extreme  languor,  faint- 
nefs,  and  a mortification  of  the  internes,  clofe 
the  tragic  feene.  Thefe  I have  found  lately 
occur,  from  pradical  obfervation,  and  by  fome 
few  difledions  poji  mortem. 

Whatever  other  fymptoms  appear,  not  al- 
ready enumerated,  Ihould  be  treated  according 
to  circumftances,  always  recollcding  feptic  and 
cooling  faline  medicines  to  be  injurious ; for  on 
antifeptics  with  cordials  can  alone  be  placed 

dependence,  or  any  reafonable  expedation  of 
fuccefs. 

In  delirium,  a ftrong  camphor  emulfion, 
nwde  by  rubbing  with  decocticated  almonds 
Ugar,  and  afterward  with  water,  is  both  anti- 
•pafmodic  and  antifeptic  *. 


* - 'CJJU- 

. en  grains  of  camphor  diffolved  in  3j.  fp.  v!n,  ren. 
UnUCd  Wlth  pUlv'  Sum  arab‘  3ft-  aq-  pur.  fij.  Sacch! 


alb. 
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Preparations  and  Remedies,  which  are  frequently 
prefer ibed  in  the  putrid  Sore  Throat,  that 
Jhould  be  rejected. 

Though  enough,  perhaps,  has  been  advanced 
concerning  the  fuccefsful  treatment  of  the  dis- 
order, contracted  with  that  which  is  either  in- 
efficacious or  injurious,  yet  a brief  recapitulaJ 
tion  of  the  whole  may  not  be  unacceptable. 


•N 


1.  Clafs  of  improper  diluting  drinks,  &c. 

1.  Tea , and  all  watry  in- 
fufions,  unlefs  acidulated 
tvith  muriatic,  vitriolic,  or 
vegetable  acids. 

2.  Water  gruel,  barley 
water,  or  any  farinaceous 
drinks,  or  what  are  named 
dilutees. 


3.  Almond  emullion,  ca- 
pillaire  fyrup  and  water,  or 
orgeat.- 

I 

4.  Rennet  whey,  wine 
whey,  and  all  warm,  fudo- 
rific  drinks. 


11.  Clafs  of  improper  f aline  remedies. 

All  faline  preparations,  compofed  of  the  vi- 
triolic acid,  and  the  vegetable  or  foffile  al- 
kali, &c.  H 


1.  GlaubeSs  purging  fait. 

2.  Epfom  fait,  or falcima- 
rum  catharticuni . 

3.  Rochelle  fait. 

4.  Sal  polyehreit. 

5.  Soluble  tartar. 


6.  Sal  enixum. 

7.  Arcanum  duplicatum.  i 

8.  Nitrum  fHbiatum. 

9.  Nitrum  vifriolatum. 

10.  Sal  nitre,  or  fal  pru- 
nell. 


alb.  q.  f.,  is  quite  fuperior  to  the  julep.  e camph.  for  mof? 
jnirpofes,  when  camphor  is  ncceflary. 

III.  Glafi 
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in.  Clafs  of  improper  remedies , compofed  of  the 
vegetable  acid  and  the  vegetable,  fixed,  and 
volatile  alkali . 


1.  Saline  draughts,  com- 
pofed of  fait  of  wormwood, 
and  lemon  juice  *. 

2.  Spiritu-s  Mindereri-, 
formed  from  vinegar  and  vo- 
latile fait. 

3.  Sal  diu'reticus,  made 
from  acetum  and  fixed  al- 
kaline fait. 

4.  Volatile  falinc  draughts 
'from  the  union  of  lemon 


juice  and  the  volatile  alka- 
line fait. 

5.  Magnefia  alba  is  im- 
proper while  acids  are  ad- 
mimftered,  as  it  forms  a 
aieutral  fait. 

6.  Teftaccous  powders  and 
corfcHio  cardiac  a mu  ft  not 
be  given  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon. 


The  general  intentions  of  the  three  foregoing 
•claffes  of  medicines  are  either  to  empty  the  in- 
teftinal  canal,  to  diminifli  the  febrile  impetus 
of  the  blood,  allay  heat,  third,  to  cool  the 
whole  body,  promote  perfpiration,  and  to  dif- 
folve  the  vifeid  crafis  of  the  blood,  &c.  &c. 


* The  faline  draughts  that  every  family  are  taught  to  make 
from  fait  of  wormwood,  lemon  juice,  &c.,  which  has  been 
ufed  ever  fince  the  times  of  Riverius  and  Sylvius,  » period  of 
above  an  hundred  years,  with  a moll  credulous  veneration, 
may  be  drank  in  pints  without  any  very  fenfible  effeft  by  per- 
fons  not  fuffering  under  putrid  difeafes : what  ufe  a two-ounce 
draught  of  this  fort  can  be  fuppofed  to  poffefs  in  any  impor- 
tant difeafe,  need  not  be  mentioned.  When  learned  phyfleians 
adopt  this  preparation,  it  is  with  intention  to  do  little  Or  no- 
thing, and  is  an  innocent  remedy  in  trifling  difeafes,  though 
improper  in  putrid,  or  dangerous. 

1 2 
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All  thefe  practices  can  be  clearly  proved  to 
be  founded  in  blindly  following  medical  fa- 
fhions,  rather  than  cool  reflection  on  the  nature; 
of  putrid  difeafes,  unlefs  in  particular  inftances. 

Thefe  remedies,  though  frequently  prefcribcd, 
are,  in  different  degrees, Jeptic.  They  are  known 
to  diminifh  the  circulating  powers,  debilitate 
and  relax  the  ftomach  and  nervous  fyftem, 
cool,  &c.,  and  certainly  are  more  likely  to 
promote  than  correCt  or  prevent  the  putrefac- 
tive diffolution  of  the  fluids.. 

They  are  admirably  calculated  for  the  true 
inflammatory  difeafes  in  their  commencement, 
progrefs,  and  augmented  flate  ; but  are  excep- 
tionable in  the  putrid  flages. 

i 

When  the  blood  and  fluids  are  approaching 
to  a flate  of  diffolution,  certainly  no  phyfician 
would  preferibe  what  mufl  give  additional  vi- 
gor to  the  difeafe,  and  injure  the  patient. 

All  thofe  faline  cooling  medicines,  as  they 
are  nominated,  are  fuppofed  to  render  the  blood 
more  fluid,  confequcntly  oppoflte  to  the  indi- 
cations in  putrid  difeafes ; which  are,  to  check 
the  diffolution  of  the  blood,  invigorate  the  fo- 
lids,  and  refifl  the  putrid-diffolving  acrimony. 

If,  however,  it  could  be  fuppofed  that  fa- 
line  draughts,  &c.,  produce  no  mifehief,  it  ap- 
pears very  reafonabie  that  they  are  not  likely 
to  prove  beneficial.  In  fuch  an  acute  putrid 

difordec 


J 
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diforder  as  the  putrid  fore  throat,  in  which 
there  is  neither  time  for  omiffions,  nor  fuperfi- 
cial  practice,  it  is  a defperate  game  to  hazard 
the  lives  of  mankind  by  lofing  the  earlieft  op- 
portunities of  curbing  or  counteracting  the  de- 
ftruCtive  tendency  of  the  difeafe. 

It  has  been  obferved  that  the  heat  of  putrid' 
difeafes  is  caufed  by  a ftate  of  the  blood  different 
from  the  true  inflammatory  ; therefore  if  bleed- 
ing,  ev  acuants,  faline  coolers,  are  proper  in  the 
inflammatory,  which  no  phyfician  doubts,  bark, 
vitriolic  acids,  8tc.,  are  injurious : if  thefe  lafl; 
remedies  .abfolutely  cure  putrid  difeafes,  flop 
mortifications,  &c.,  the  proofs  of  which  are 
numerous,  faline  coolers,  by  adting  oppofitely, 
are  likely  to  do  mifehief. 

No  arguments  whatever  can  induce  feveral 
learned  phyficians  on  the  Continent  to  depart 
from  the  doClrines  they  have  imbibed  ; one 
often  fucceeds  another  not  only  in  fituation 
and  fame,  but  likewile  in  fentiments.  They 
pronounce  it  ebadatanerie , to  deviate  from  the 
precepts  of  their  univerfities,  fchools,  or  pro- 
feffors,  which  they  blindly  follow,  with  impli- 
cit zeal  and  confidence,  as  though  the  art  of 
medicine  could  not  receive  any  improvement, 
or  that  innovations  were  criminal. 

u 
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If- the  boundaries  of  empiricifm  and  rational, 
regular  medicine  were  idated  judicioufly,  thofe 
who  follow  any  beaten  track  of  medical  prac- 
tice without  reflection  on  times,  fealons,  diffe- 
rences of  coniditutions,  ages,  fexes,  8tc.,  where- 


ever  educated,  deferve  the  denomination  of 
quacks:  thofe  who  preferibe  remedies  with  the 
mold  fatisfatdory  rcafons  improved  medicine 
affords,  merit  alone  the  appellation  of  regular 
phyficians 

Other 


* Mo  fcnfible  regular  phyfician  can  fuppofe  his  knowledge 
or  dignity  confifts  in  being  educated  at  any  particular  univer- 
fity,  college,  or  country  ; nor  will  any  but  thofe  who  have 
nothing  elfe  to  recommend  thethfelves  affume  importance  on, 
fuch  a fuperAcial  foundation.  The  acquifytion  of  knowledge 
docs  not  depend  on  place,  nor  long  refidence  in  any  learned 
feminary;  but  in  the  induftry  and  mental  endowments  of  the 
ftudent,  and  a fervent  inclination  to  avail  htmfelf  of  every  op- 
portunity of  acquiring  the  pra&ical  as  well  as  theoretical  prin- 
ciples of  the  art.  It  muft,  however,  be  confeffed,  that  large 
cities  and  hofpitals  are  the  grand  feenes  for  the  attainment  of 
praftical  knowledge,  when  under  the  guidance  of  truly  learn- 
ed phyficians  and  furgeons.  For  my  own  part,  after  review- 
ing almoft  every  liofpital  throughout  Europe,  I am  convinced 
the  whole  art  of  medicine  is  capable  of  much  improvement; 
and  I con  fide  r it  the  duty  of  phyficians,  in  all  countries,  to  be 
as  ready,  at  any  time  of  life,  t9  receive,  liberally,  inftruftion  as 
to  diffufe  ufcful  knowledge.  . I differ  totally  from  thofe  learn- 
ed gentlemen  who  are  difplcafcd  at  being  informed  of  what 
they  did  not  before  underhand. 

\[ 
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Other  exceptionable  practices. 


1.  Bleeding. 

2.  Nitrous  or  other  im- 
proper gargles. 

3.  Vomiting. 

4.  The  detention  of  pa- 
tients in  bed. 

5.  Bliftering. 

6.  Promoting  perfpiration 
by  Jameses  powder,  tartar 
emetic,  Sec. 

7.  Checking  purgings 
fuddenly  by  opium. 

8.  Not  cleanfing  the  ul- 
pers  of  the  throat. 


9.  Suffering  the  patients 
to  fleep. 

10.  Not  freely  admitting 
frefh  air. 

11.  The  giving  animal 
broths,  milk,  beef  tea,  jel- 
lies, Sec. 

12.  Volatiles.  - 

13.  The  depending  upon 
inefficacious  remedies. 

14.  7'he  n°£  adminifter- 
ing  the  bark,  See.,  on  the 
firfl  appearance  of  the  dif- 
cafe, 


Necejfary  ’Remedies . 

Laxatives. 

5.  Infufion  of  chamomile 
flowers  and  fena. 

6.  Compound  powder  of 
fena. 


1.  Antifeptic  laxatives  of 
fcn^. 

2.  Tamarinds. 

3.  Cremor  Tartar. 

4.  Tin&ure  of  fena. 


Thefe  obfervations  are  intended  for  thofe  medical  pra&iti- 
onprs  who  build  their  reputation  and  affcfl  dignity  on  the  fame 
of  the  fchool,  college,  hofpital,  or  profeffor,  from  whence  they 
received  their  education,  as  though  preceptors  or  places  were 
accountable  for  the  abilities  of  fcholars. 

U 


Gargles. 
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Gargles. 


1.  Gargles,  compofcd  of 
elixir  of  vitriol,  acid  or  fpi- 
rit  of  fea  fait  and  water. 

2.  The  tindjure  of  rofes, 

Sec. 

3.  Tincture  of  myrrh. 


tindfurc  of  bark,  and  cam- 
phor julep. 

4.  Vinegar  and  fage  tea. 

5.  Currant  jelly,  or  cur- 
rant juice  with  water,  &c. 

6.  Red  port  and  water. 


Antiputrejcent  remedies  for  internal  ife. 


1 . Bark  in  powder. 

2.  Aromatic  fpices  or  pow- 
dered ginger. 

3.  Extract  of  bark  in  cin- 
namon water. 

4-  Huxham’s  tindliirc  of 
bark  added  to  mixtures. 

5.  Decoction  of  bark  with 
the  acid  of  vitriol. 

6.  Powder  of  fnakcroot 
with  the  bark. 

7*  Pindture  of  fnakeroot. 

Thefe  rarely  neccffary. 


8.  Acid  elixir  of  vitriol, 
from  10  to  15  drops  in  a 
dole. 

9.  Sweet  elixir  of  vitriol, 
from  40  drops  to  one  dratp 
and  a half. 

10.  Hoffman’s  anodyne 
mineral  liquor,  from  20  to 
60  drops. 

11.  Camphor. 

12.  Bitter  fpirituous  tinc- 
tures. 


Drinks. 


1.  Tindhire  of  rofes  *. 

2.  Water  acidulated  with 
the  acid  of  vitriol,  or  lpirit 
of  fca  fait. 

3.  Lemonade. 

4-  Crcmor  tartar  diffolved 
in  water,  called  Imperial. 


S'  I he  acid  j trices,  of 
fruits  with  water. 

6.  Currant  jelly  diffolved 
in  water. 

7.  Orange  juice  and  water. 

8.  Red  port,  or  red  port 
and  water,  negus,  Sec. 


This  compofition  has  been  recommended  in  putrid  dif- 
fafe*  above  an  hundred  and  fix'y  years.  Poterius 

Ufus  '»  fc^ibus  putridis,  cor  exhilarat,  & ardor  cm  fc- 
'<  hr  is  ccmpffcil,-  f.trm  ctiam  extwguit." 
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Remedies  to  remove  or  counter  a dl  the  caufes  of 

purgings. 


1.  Powder  of  rhubarb,  to 
20  or  30  grains. 

2.  Extrafl  of  logwood, 
diffolved  in  Ample  cinnamon 
water,  two  drams  of  the  for- 
mer to  fix  ounces  of  the  lat- 
ter. 

3.  Japan  earth,  powder- 
ed,  in  cinnamon  water,  two 
drams  to  fix  ounces. 


4.  Dulcified  elixir  of  vi- 
triol to  a tea-fpoonful  and- 
half,  with  any  of  the  before- 
mentioned  compofitions. 

5.  Hoffman’s  anodyne  li- 
quor to  60  drops  in  fimple 
cinnamon  water. 

6.  Opiates,  if  abfolutely 
neceffary. 


Domejlic  management. 


1.  Purifying  the  air  of  the 
room. 

2.  Removal  from  the  in- 
fected place,  or  to  an  upper 
airy  part  of  the  houfe. 

3.  Fumes  of  vinegar. 

4.  Explofions  of  gunpow- 
der. 

5.  Burning  of  Frankin- 
eenfe. 


6.  Burning  of  Benzoin. 

7.  Pitch. 

8.  Refin. 

9- Sharings  of 

yellow  faunders. 

to* Tobacco. 

1 1 . Lavender, 

rofemary,  &c. 


Other  regulations  in 

1.  Patients  to  fit  up  as 
much  as  pofliblc. 

2.  Linen  to  be  daily 
changed. 

3.  Bed  curtains  to  be  ta- 
ken down. 

4.  All  woollen  or  cotton 
clothes  to  be  removed. 

5.  Few  vifitors  admitted. 

6.  All  evacuations  to  be 


the  Jiek  chamber. 

immediately  carried  out  of 
the  lick  room. 

7.  The  room  to  be  kept 
cool. 

8.  No  broths  or  animal 
diet  whatever  to  be  admitted. 

9.  Sleep  never  to  be  long 
indulged. 

10.  The  mouth  and  throat 
to  be  frequently  gargled. 

Foods , 
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Foods , or 

J.  Panada,  with  wine. 

2.  Sago. 

3.  Salep. 

4.  Simolina. 

Tapioca. 

6.  Rice.. 


aliments. 

7.  Barley  pudding. 

8.  Roaftcd  apples  and 
bread. 

9.  Any  acid  fruits  with 
bread  foaked  in  wine. 


Thefe  remedies,  or  foods,  are  to  be  occa- 
fionally  preicribed,  excluded,  or  varied,  ac- 
cording to  the  judgement  of  medical  practi- 
tioners : every  one  has  a juft  right  to  admini- 
fler  whatever,  in  repeated  inftanc.es,  may  have 
been  found  falutary,  only  recollcCting,  that  al| 
feptic  medicines  are  improper  in  diforders  of  a 
putrid  nature,  and  that  Angle  inftances  of  fuc- 
cefs  ought  never  to  be  a guide  for  general 
praCtice. 


! The  treatment  of  children  in  the  ulcerated  Sor( 

I" 'hr  oat. 

As  the  difeafe  frequently  infefts  children,  a 
mode  of  cure  fhould  be  adopted,  in  which, 
though  the  general  principles  may  be  the  fame 
as  in  the  adult,  yet  fome  deviation  is  expe-> 
dient. 

» • 1 

Children  abound  commonly  with  acidities  ; 
milk  compofes  the  principal  part  of  their  food  ; 
therefore  neither  the  vegetable  nor  mineral  acids 


< 


2 
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are  fo  proper  as  the  bark,  given  in  powder, 
mixed  in  milk,  or  a folution  of  the  extract  of 
bark  in  limple  cinnamon  water.  , 

Children  cannot  gargle  : in  fome,  the  ulcers 
may  be  touched  with  acids ; in  others,  not ; 
therefore  the  inteftines  fhould  be  occafionally 
emptied  with  pulvis  rJoei,  pulvis  e fena  compoji- 
tus , or  fuch  like  laxatives.  In  other  refpe&s, 
all  the  precautions  and  general  methods  of  treat- 
ment are  ufeful. 

After  the  diforder  has  terminated  favorably, 
while  the  patient  feels  debility  in  a convalefcent 
flate,  the  bark,  fteel  preparations,  air  exercife, 
and  a reftorative  nutritious  diet,  fhould  be  pre- 
fcribed. 

If  any  heflic  complaints,  as  night  fweats, 
confumption  of  body  without  cough  or  ulce- 
rated lungs,  flufhings  or  heat  after  meals,  flow 
irregular  nervous  fevers,  8cc.,  fhould  attack  the 
patient,  the  caufes  are,  in  general,  a tendency 
to  fcirrhofity  in  the  liver,  mefenteric,  or  other 
lymphatic  glands  *,  an  obftrudtion  in  the  mouths 
of  the  ladteals,  from  laxity  or  ftridfure,  fo  as  to 
hinder  nutrition,  pervert  fecretions,  excretions, 
and  digeftion ; vitiate  chylification,  or  fangui- 
fication. 

* Thefe  I have  frequently  found  in  the  diiTe&ions  of  thofe 
who  have  died  of  he£Vic  complaints,  unattended  with  pulmo- 
nary confumption,  &c.,  after  putrid  and  other  fevers. 

In 


I 


154  0N  THE  improved  treatment  of  the 

In  laxity,  fteel  preparations,  joined  with  bit- 
ters, admirably  fucceed  ; but  in  glandular  fcir- 
rhofities,  or  obftrudtion,  the  mineral  altera- 
tives, fuch  are  cinnabar  with  antimonials  in 
fmall  dofes,  -ffithiop’s  mineral,  Plummer’s  pill 
or  from  a quarter  to  half  a grain  of  wafhed 

Ca  ornc\  evei7  night,  or  two  or  three  times  a 
. week,  with  or  without  fome  bitter  laxative  of 

the  aloetic  kind,  bid  the  faircft  to  remove  the 
xaufes. 

\ # 

. may  °kferved,  however,  that  mercu- 
rials alone  do  not  fo  effectually  . remove  ob- 
Prudtions  in  the  lymphatics,  or  refolve  fcir- 
rhous  lymphatic  glands,  as  when  combined 
vvith  fulphur,  or  preparations  of  antimony: 
this  fad*  has  been  many  years  proved  by  abun- 
dance of  experience. 

Thus  have  been  delivered  free  fentiments  on 
a diforder  that  has  lately  proved  fatal  in  va- 
rious parts  of  England,  particularly  in  and  about 
London.  If  the  dodtrines  advanced  be  judici- 
oufly  and  candidly  applied,  they  may  become 
very  uleful,  and  preferve  many  lives. 

hen  the  malignant  fore  throat  appears,  it 
Ibould  be  immediately  cured,  by  which  the’in- 
fcdtion  will  be  much  prevented  from  fpread'ing; 
became  it  is  not  fo  contagious  while  recent  as 
when  buffered  to  continue  and  increafe  its  pu- 
tridity feveral  days,  in  hopes  of  a remiffion  of 

+ ‘ the 
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the  febrile  fymptoms,  or  a crifis.  The  former 
method  prevents,  the  latter  promotes,  the  ma- 
lignant contagion.  By  the  old  treatment,  it  is 
likely  to  ravage  through  families,  towns,  and 
cities ; by  the  new,  individuals  only  fuffer,  and 
mankind  in  general  are  preferved.  There  is 
great  reafon  to  conclude,  that  a fimilar  practice, 
and  preventive  method,  would  effectually  check 
every  fpecies  of  putrid  difeafe,  and  perhaps 
the  plague  itfelf. 

/ 

1 1 

A brief  Account  of  the  Phrenitis  Maligna , or 
new  Species  of  acute  Madnefs , which  has  lately 
prevailed  ®. 

1.  The  patients  are  feized  with  a fpecies  of 
delirium  without  fever. 

2.  They  talk  wildly,  expreffing  falfe  fears, 
and  defcribing  falfe  images  of  the  mind. 

3.  No  heat,  third,  difcoloration  of  the 
tongue,  cold  fhiverings,  or  any  other  febrile 
fymptoms  appear. 

4.  Sometimes  they  are  melancholy ; at  others 
fo  obftreperous  as  to  require  three  or  four  per- 
rons to  hold  them. 

?,  1 

5.  The  pulfe  is  never,  or  rarely,  quick,  but, 

* This  diforder  has  not  been  deferibed  by  Sauv3gcs,  Lieu- 
i-aud,  Cullen,  nor  any  other  nofologift. 


on 
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'on  the  contrary,  is  deprefied,  and  flower  thart 
ilfual ; fome  have  beat  fo  flow  as  forty  in  a 
minute. 

Bleeding  (hewed  the  blood  not  to  be  in  an 
inflamed,  but  lax  ftate  ; and,  if  repeated,  did 
manifeft  injury-. 

Evacuations  of  vomiting,  fwcating,  and  pur- 
ging, anfwered  no  purpofe,  except  to  lower 
the  patients,  and  prolong  the  difeafe. 

The  diforder  appeared  fo  fimilar  to  a mania- 
cal affc&ion,  which  is  a delirium  without  fever,  ; 
that  the  .flraight  waiftcoat  was,  in  fome  in«-  ] 
(lances,  propofed,  or  the  removal  of  patients 
to  a mad  houfe. 

It  differed,  however,  from  the  trUe.  inflam- 
matory phrenitis,  being  deftitute  of  fever ; and 
from  madnefs,  becaufe  it  has  happened  to  nun> 
bers,  and  terminated  in  a few  days. 

From  many  circumftances,  it  appeared  of  the 
putrid  kind,  abforbed  from  putrid  miafmrtzri 
•and  determined  to  the  brain  and  its  membranes* 

The  remedies,  which  have  cured  the  cafes  I 
have  feen,  are,  camphor  in  large  dofes,  and, 
after  a proper  laxative,  the  cortex  Peruvian's.  ; 

If  anv  future  obfervations  fhould  occur,  it 
will  be  confidered  a duty  to  communicate  them 
<o  the  Public. 


THE  END. 


ADVERTISEMENT.' 


THE  Publishers  beg  Leave  to  inform  the  Public,  that 
the  following  Publications,  (the  major  part  of  which 
pcrilhed  in  the  late  unfortunate  fire  at  E.  NewberY’sJ) 
written  by  Dr.  Row  LEY,  will  be  reprinted  as  fpeedilj 
as  poffible:  * 

/ 

I A Treatife  oh  Female^  NervoUs,  Hyllericj  Hypochon- 
driacal, Convulfive  Difcafes,  Melancholy,  and  Madnefs,  Src.j 
in  which  the  caufes  of  thefe  complaints,  and  the  methods  of 
cure  ate  explained  in  a new  manner. 

II.  A Treatifc  on  the  principal  Difcafes  of  the  Eye  j con- 
taining an  bundled  and  fixteen  afPeflions  of  that  ufcful  organ, 
with  the  manner  of  rcitoring  fight  in  many  cafes  without  ope- 
rations, &c.  The  third  edition  ; thefirftof  which  was  pub- 
ltflied  in  1769  ; now  illiiftrated  with  many  improvements. 

III.  The  Gout  alleviated  ; containing  the  manner  of  prc- 

\ 

paring  baths  with  tepid  water  and  the  muriatic  acid,  as  prac- 
ti fed  with  great  fuccefs  at  Paris,  &c,  j with  obfervations  oil 
arthritic  complaints^  and  caufes  afligned  why,  in  general,  they 
are  iucurablc.  Second  edition. 

IV.  Medical  Advice  to  the  Array  and  Navy  ; containing 
the  difeafes  of  hot  climates,  putrid  fevers,  fluxes,  &c. ; pres 
fented  to  His  Majefty  in  1776.  Second  edition. 

V.  A Trcatife  on  the  Difcafes  of  the  Breads  of  Females  ; 

with  the  new  manner  of  alleviating  or  curing  cancerous  com- 
. •*. 

plaints.  Third  edition. 

VT.  Tilt  Caufes  of  Death  in  Child  Bed  inveftigated. 

VII.  Letters  on  the  dangerous  Tendency  of  Medical  Va- 
nity ; occafioned  by  the  Death  of  a noble  Lady  ; w ith  the  re- 
markable cure  of  a cancerous  ulcer  of  the  Womb  and  Rectum, 
and  the  prescriptions,  & c.  Second  edition. 


VIII.  A 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

VUI.  A Treatife  on  Diet  adapted  to  different  Conftitu- 

w.  ’ ank  Ll,e’  &c'  5 on  the  Adulterations  of  Foods, 
Wines,  &c.  ’ 

IX.  Seventy-four  feleft  Cafes  in  the  Cancer,  Scrophula, 
c ; with  fome  few  inftances  of  reftoring  Sight  by  internal 

•Kemedies.  Second  edition. 

X.  Obfervations  on  the  new  and  extenfive  Ufe  of  metallic 
Alteratives  ,n  chronic  Diforders,  their  Preparations,  &c. 

XI.  A Treatife  on  the  Cure  of  old  Ulcers  of  the  LeCS 

It  lout  Reft;  With  the  prefenptions,  and  new  improvements. 
Fourth  edition. 

• < , . I ' 

XU.  A Treatife  on  the  Gonorrhoea  ; or,  The  mildeft  Me- 
thod  of  treating  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  &c.  Third  edition. 

. *r,L  The  SutC  °f  Medical  ^raftice  of  all  the  Ilofpitals 
.,n  f Ur°Pe’  with  the  Improvements  of  each  ; collected 
>n  feveral  Tours  through  France,  Italy,  Germany,  Flanders, 
Holland,  &c.,  between  the  years  i764  and  ,7S6.  . 

XIV.  SMa  & Hijforia  Median*  Univerfalh  nova ; a 

U°ru  Latm’  comPrehending  all  the  branches  of  medicine, 
*'ith  the  neweft  dilcoveries. 

Forty  copper  plates  are  already  engraved  for  this  work  • 
pec.mens  of  which  may  fhortly  be  fecn  at  C.  Nourse's, 
Strand;  E Nevvbery’s,  Ludgate  Hill;  and  T,  Hookham’s, 
r^cw  Bond  Street. 


